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Empty  Stores 
Cast  a  Pall  on 
24th  Street 

But  Four  Vacancies  Already 
Filled  by  Eager  Entrepreneurs 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Jackie  Wilson  can  still  remember  the 
antique  handbag  imported  from  India. 
The  bag  was  embroidered  in  velvet  patch- 
work  and  marked  down  half-price  to  $  1 5 . 
It  was  one  of  the  last  items  that  Wilson 
would  ever  ring  up  on  her  cash  register. 

After  only  eight  months,-  Wilson 
grudgingly  conceded  to  the  economic 
chill  and  in  January  closed  the  doors  at 
Dharma,  a  clothing  and  accessory  store 
on  24th  Street  known  for  its  casual  and 
creative  merchandise.  “We  tried  to  hang 
on  through  Christmas,”  said  Wilson,  hop¬ 
ing  for  a  holiday  shopping  rush  that  usu¬ 
ally  gives  merchants  a  significant  cash  in¬ 
fusion.  “But  it  didn’t  happen  this  year.” 

Dharma  occupied  a  desirable  location 
at  the  comer  of  24th  and  Sanchez  streets. 
Now,  with  its  liquidation  sale  concluded 
and  sporting  a  yellow  “For  Lease”  sign, 
Dharma  joins  an  unenviable  chorus  line 
in  the  3900  block  of  24th  Street  across 
from  Bell  Market. 

In  that  short  distance  between  Sanchez 
and  Noe  streets,  six  stores  stood  shuttered 
and  empty  last  month — including  several 
that  had  been  fixtures  for  at  least  two 

Romance  for 
Rent:  Top  Picks 
For  Valentine’s 
Day  Videos 

By  Chris  Wiggum 

No  plans  for  Valentine’s  Day?  Take 
some  advice  from  your  local  video 
store  owners:  Stay  home!  Noe  Valley’s 
video  shops — Video  Wave,  First  Choice 
Video,  and  Noe  Valley  Video — have 
loads  of  romantic  flicks  to  watch  with 
your  honey. 

Alex  Gardener,  owner  of  Video  Wave 
on  Castro  Street  near  Jersey,  has  a  few 
ideas  for  romantic  bliss  by  the  glow  of  the 
TV  screen.  His  top  pick  is  For  Roseanna, 
with  French  hunk  Jean  Reno  and  Mer¬ 
cedes  Ruehl.  It’s  “a  beautiful  story  of  love 
that  begins  years  into  the  relationship  and 
takes  us  where  few  get  to  go,”  Gardener 
explains.  “After  many  ups  and  downs, 
love  endures.” 

Another  tale  of  middle-aged  lovers, 
Eric  Schaeffer’s  Never  Again,  finds  Jill 
Clayburgh  meeting  her  man  (played  by 
Jeffrey  Tambor)  in,  of  all  places,  a  Man¬ 
hattan  gay  bar.  “Two  50-year-olds 
promise  never  to  fall  in  love... until  they 
meet  each  other,”  says  Gardener.  “It’s 
witty  and  superbly  acted.” 

Next,  Gardener  bursts  into  song  with  a 
soaring  “That’s  amore...."  The  title  of  his 
third  pick?  You  guessed  it:  Moonstruck. 

“I  love  Nicolas  Cage  and  Cher  in  this,” 
he  gushes.  “With  its  great  cast  and  won- 


ln  mid-January,  with  six  vacant  storefronts  in  a  single  block  of  24th  Street,  Noe  Valley’s 
commercial  strip  was  starting  to  look  like  a  ghost  town.  But  by  month's  end,  the  3900  block 
had  perked  up  with  news  of  several  store  expansions  and  the  arrival  of  a  Peruvian  restaurant. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


decades.  The  lights  dimmed  at  Color- 
crane,  an  art  supplies  store  with  a  1970s 
pedigree,  and  at  Tien  Fu,  a  Chinese 
restaurant  that  had  been  serving  lunch  and 
dinner  since  1984. 

Tough  times  also  forced  out  kids’ 
clothing  store  Lit’l  Lizards,  which  gave 
up  its  retail  space  for  the  Internet.  Work- 
wear,  a  casual  clothing  store  for  men, 
buckled  under  as  well,  and  shifted  its  in¬ 
ventory  to  a  Bernal  Heights  location. 

Adding  to  the  blight  was  the  so-called 
Lunny  House — a  rundown  building 


awaiting  demolition  next  to  Tien  Fu — 
and  the  Real  Food  Company,  which  has 
been  plastered  with  graffiti  since  the  store 
closed  for  remodeling  five  months  ago. 

Though  the  vacant  storefronts  made 
them  a  bit  anxious,  local  business  leaders 
stressed  that  the  block’s  misfortune  did 
not  appear  to  be  emblematic  of  a  down¬ 
turn  throughout  the  neighborhood. 

“There  are  a  number  of  neighborhood 
businesses  that  are  doing  very  well,”  said 
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Like  Noe  Valley’s  video  store  owners.  True  Trong  (left)  and  Ann  Marie  Packard  are  happy  to 
recommend  a  romantic  movie  for  Valentine’s  Day.  One  of  their  favorites  is  II  Postlno,  which 
was  nominated  for  four  Academy  Awards  in  1995.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


derful  music,  it  will  ignite  the  romantic  in 
anyone.” 

Gardener  says  these  titles  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  the  “For  Sweethearts”  section  at 
Video  Wave  come  Feb.  14,  along  with  a 
film  he  calls  “the  love  story  that  all  other 
love  stories  are  compared  to.”  Of  course, 
he ’s  talking  about  An  Affair  to  Remember. 

Jim  Leal,  owner  of  First  Choice  Video 
at  Church  and  24th  streets,  suggests 
showing  up  early  if  you  want  to  get  your 


hands  on  that  1957  classic,  starring  Cary 
Grant  and  Deborah  Kerr.  Such  films  go 
fast  around  Valentine’s  Day,  he  says.  But 
lovers  looking  for  similar  star  chemistry 
with  a  modern  twist  might  turn  to  Tom 
Hanks  and  Meg  Ryan,  whose  online  love 
affair  in  You’ve  Got  Mail  “clicked  with 
just  about  everyone,”  says  Leal. 

Leal  describes  Casablanca,  the  beloved 
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No  Signs  of 
Remodeling  at 
Real  Food  Co. 

Talks  with  Workers  Stalled  Too 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

Five  months  after  the  abrupt  closure  of 
the  24th  Street  Fresh  Organics/Real 
Food  Company  late  last  August,  Noe  Val- 
leyans  are  wondering  why  they  haven’t 
seen  any  construction  crews  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity — and  asking  just  how  long  they’ll 
have  to  wait  for  the  return  of  a  steady  lo¬ 
cal  source  of  fresh  organic  produce. 

Although  various  sources  speculated 
last  fall  that  the  store  might  be  closed  for 
four  to  six  months.  Fresh  Organics  Mar¬ 
keting  Director  Sergio  Diaz  declined  to 
give  a  firm  estimate.  “The  building  is 
very  old  and  full  of  surprises,”  he  told  the 
Voice  in  September. 

Reached  again  in  late  January,  Diaz 
said  the  company  had  discovered  some 
unexpected  structural  issues  with  the 
building,  located  at  3939  24th  Street.  Al¬ 
though  he  declined  to  explain  in  detail, 
pending  negotiations  with  the  landlord, 
he  did  say  there  were  concerns  with  the 
safety  of  the  building. 

“We  sincerely  understand  the  inconve¬ 
nience  we  are  creating  for  the  commu¬ 
nity,”  Diaz  emphasized.  “We  want  to  get 
the  store  up  and  running  as  fast  as  we  can, 
even  if  I  have  to  get  a  hammer  and  do  the 
work  myself.” 

According  to  the  city’s  Department  of 
Building  Inspection,  Fresh  Organics’ 
work  permit,  which  covers  only  outdoor 
awnings,  has  been  extended  until  March 
21,2004. 

Meanwhile,  negotiations  appear  to 
have  stalled  between  Nutraceutical  Cor¬ 
poration — Fresh  Organics’  Utah-based 
parent  company — and  the  nearly  30 
workers  terminated  without  notice  when 
the  store  closed.  The  ex-employees  allege 
that  Real  Food  was  closed  because  they 
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Most  Think 
Farmers’  Market 
Is  Just  Peachy 

By  Li:  Highleyman 

Neighborhood  residents  out  and  about 
on  Saturday  mornings  have  seen  a 
new  sight  along  24th  Street  during  the 
past  two  months — shoppers  laden  with 
bags  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  from  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market. 

The  market,  which  debuted  Dec.  6, 
runs  from  8  a.m.  to  noon  in  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  parking  lot  on  24th  Street  be¬ 
tween  Vicksburg  and  Sanchez.  John 
Friedman,  who  is  among  the  event’s  or¬ 
ganizers,  says  the  market  is  “growing 
nicely”  and  has  drawn  well  over  1,000 
visitors  each  week,  after  a  high  of  more 
than  2,000  on  opening  day.  About  a  dozen 
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Love  Waits.  Whether  you’re  returning  a  video,  dropping  off  the  cleaning,  or  picking  up  a  latte,  you  can’t  always  bring  your  best  friend  along.  Luckily  he  has  a  patient 
disposition.  And  you’ve  remembered  to  leave  the  window  down  a  few  inches.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 
SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

@  @  @  @  @ 

CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 

HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  BUCKWHEAT  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

@  @  @  @  @ 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  AM.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  AM.  / 10:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 
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NOE 


VALLEY  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB 

C  March  2  Election  Endorsements 


Federal  &  State  Offices 

U.S.  Senate 


Barbara 

Boxer 


U.S.  Representative ,  District  8 


Nancy 

Pelosi 


State  Senator,  District  03 


Carole 

Migden 


State  Assembly,  District  13 


State  Propositions 

55  Public  Education  Facilities  Bond  Act  of  2004 

YES 

56  Budget  Accountability  Act 

YES  YES  YES 

57  Economic  Recovery  Bond  Act 

NO 

58  California  Balanced  Budget  Act 

NO 

Regional  Measure 

2  Bridge  Tolls  and  Transportation  Fund 

NO 

PAID  POLITICAL  ADVERTISEMENT.  PAID  FOR  BY  THE  NOE  VALLEY  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB,  FPPC  ID#  963103. 


Local  Offices 

Democratic  Central  Committee 


Bill 

Barnes 

no  photo  available 


Tracy 

Baxter 


Denise 

Casteiieda 


Gerry 

Crowley 


Roger 

Gordon 


Robert 

Haaland 


John 

Kosinski 


Bruce  Lee 
Livingston 


Rafael 

Mandelman 

President,  NVDC 


Scott 

Wiener 


Local  Propositions 

A  Tax-deferred  transfer  of  vacation  and  sick  leave  to  city  employees 

YES 

B  Retirement  benefits  for  District  Attorneys,  Public  Defenders  and 
Public  Defender  Investigators 

YES 

C  Reasonable  reduction  in  minimum  police  staffing  levels 

YES 

D  Retirement  benefits  for  domestic  partners 

YES 

E  Local  response  to  USA  Patriot  Act 

YES 

F  Reclassify  deputy  sheriffs  as  safety  employees 

YES 

G  Supplemental  compensation  for  employees  on  military  leave 

YES 

H  Public  Education  Enrichment  Fund 

YES 

1  Healthy  Air  Enforcement  Act  of  2004 

YES 

J  Ballot  box  planning  for  NO  NO  NO 

downtown,  central  waterfront 

The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
meets  on  the  third  Wednesday 
off  each  month  at  7:30  pm 
Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
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[danu] 

its  all  about  you 


we  hear  we  listen  we  perform 


Bring  in  this  ad  for 
$15  off  initial  color 
$10  off  haircut 
10%  off  selected 
apparel! 

May  not  use  on  sale  items  or  combine 
with  any  other  offer. 

Offer  good  until  february  29,2004 


Hair  Salon  &  Boutique 

1478  A  Church  at  27th  Street 

415.643.4405 


Love... 

on  your  doorstep! 

XOXO 

a  Valentine  Morning  Basket 
Enjoyment  just  for  two. 

Food  and  flowers 
delivered  on 

Saturday,  February  14th. 

Don't  forget  to  call  us 
before  February  12th. 

Indigo  V. 

4 1 56  24th  Street  647-2 1 1 6 


LETTERS  37C 


Tree  Snuffed  on  24th  Street 

Editor: 

We’re  stumped!  In  the  early  afternoon 
of  Saturday,  Jan.  3,  the  50+-year-old  tree 
in  front  of  our  house  on  24th  Street  be¬ 
tween  Diamond  and  Douglass  was 
chopped  down  without  our  permission. 
Anyone  who  saw  or  heard  anything — or 
knows  why  this  innocent  tree  was  killed — 
is  urged  to  call  us  at  415-268-7348. 

We  think  it  is  possible  that  someone 
else’s  tree  was  supposed  to  be  removed 
and  that  the  contractor  came  to  the  wrong 
house  or  street. 

If  you  had  a  tree  scheduled  to  be  re¬ 
moved  around  Jan.  3,  please  let  us  know. 
All  information  would  be  appreciated. 

Ruth  Borenstein 
Karen  Strauss 
Twenty-fourth  Street 

Activism  Never  Out  of  Date 

Editor: 

I  am  one  of  the  Noe  Valley  residents 
who  has  actively  responded  to  the  sudden 
closure  of  the  Real  Food  store  on  24th 
Street.  This  letter  is  in  response  to  Lor¬ 
raine  Evanoff ’s  letter  in  your  November 
2003  issue  [titled  “Noe  Valley  Could  Use 
Some  Fresh  Organics”]. 

For  the  record,  I  am  an  engineer  work¬ 
ing  in  Silicon  Valley,  I  was  only  9  during 
the  Summer  of  Love,  and  I  am  fully  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  third  millennium.  Lorraine 
and  I  share  the  desire  for  a  wonderful  nat¬ 
ural  neighborhood  grocery. 

When  I  found  Real  Food  shuttered,  I 
assumed  that  the  closure  had  been  an¬ 
nounced  and  planned.  Despite  the  fact 
that  I  shop  there  twice  a  week,  I  must  have 
missed  it.  Later,  I  learned  the  circum- 

Let’s  Move 
To  Marin’s 
‘Noe  Valley’ 

San  Anselmo-Fairfax  is  a 
progressive,  active 
community  that  offers: 

•  Excellent  Schools 

•  Fine  Vintage  Homes 

•  Affordable  Prices 

•  Sunny  Summers 

Call  Realtors® 

LAURA  &  JIM  TOLAND 

415-457-0370 

415-272-1063 

TolandRE@aol.com 

We’ll  sell  your  San  Francisco 
property  and  help  you  buy 
a  nice  home  in  Marin 

MELISSA  BRADLEY 


REAL  E 


Superior  Service  •  Proven  Results 

Number  1  Sales  Agent  for 
Marin  Homes  1998-2003 


stances  of  the  closure:  no  announcement; 
workers  abruptly  fired;  several  workers 
active  in  organizing  a  union  fired  earlier 
for  spurious  reasons;  no  work  permits; 
suppliers  delivering  the  next  day.  These 
facts  led  me  to  believe  that  Fresh  Organ¬ 
ics  acted  to  quash  a  union  drive.  The  lack¬ 
adaisical  pace  of  renovations  seemed  to 
confirm  my  suspicions. 

Some  say  that  the  sole  responsibility  of 
a  corporation  is  to  make  a  profit,  but  I 
don’t  buy  it.  Most  people  in  America 
don’t  buy  it  either.  As  a  parent  teaching 
the  values  of  respect  for  others,  responsi¬ 
bility  to  the  greater  good,  and  the  need  to 
one’s  curb  greed  in  deference  to  others,  I 
will  not  passively  accept  behavior  that  vi¬ 
olates  those  principles  when  it  hits  so 
close  to  home. 

Some  say  that  individuals  are  power¬ 
less  to  effect  change,  that  the  practical 
thing  is  to  let  the  powers-that-be  do  what 
they  want  to  do.  If  we  only  wait,  we  will 
get  our  Fresh  Organics. 

But,  Lorraine,  we  do  have  power!  We 
have  power  to  reject  the  vision  of  Fresh 
Organics/Nutraceutical  Corp.  (whatever 
that  vision  is — they  haven’t  explained  it 
to  my  satisfaction)  and  to  create  a  vision 
that  is  consistent  with  our  values,  and  a 
great  grocery  store. 

I  believe  that  the  people  of  Noe  Valley 
are  creative  and  energetic  enough,  and 
passionate  enough  about  organically 
grown  food,  to  make  that  vision  Real. 

That  is  why  I  am  taking  action,  and 
helping  to  set  up  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market.  Far  from  resisting  change,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  by  doing  this  I  am  creating  pos¬ 
itive  change. 

Eric  Viscito 
Noe  Valley  resident 
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Survival  of  the  Fittest  on  24th  Street 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 


Carol  Yenne,  who  owns  Small  Frys,  a 
children's  clothing  store,  and  doubles  as 
president  of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association.  “I  know 
for  a  fact  that  a  lot  of  people  are  interested 
in  those  [empty]  spaces.” 

Already,  two  new  merchants  are 
promising  to  open  soon  on  the  block. 
Fresca,  a  popular  Peruvian  restaurant, 
will  take  over  Tien  Fu’s  spot.  Artsake, 
which  will  sell  art  supplies,  will  fill  the 
space  now  occupied  by  Wavy  Footprints, 
the  kids’  shoe  store.  And  in  a  game  of  mu¬ 
sical  chairs.  Wavy  Footprints  and  Am¬ 
biance  will  each  expand  into  two  of  the 
newly  forsaken  stores. 

‘Everything  Must  Go’ 

But  with  a  row  of  dark  facades  stretch¬ 
ing  from  Real  Food  to  Lit’l  Lizards,  the 
heart  of  the  block  was  absent  its  normal 
hustle  and  bustle  during  a  noontime  visit 
one  day  in  mid-January. 

In  the  window  of  Colorcrane,  a  sign 
hand-painted  in  red  and  green  ink  an¬ 
nounced  that  ‘‘Everything  must  go”  and 
"Big  blowout  sale  at  90  percent  off.” 
There  were  no  shoppers,  however;  they 
were  barred  by  the  “Closed”  sign  on  the 
front  door. 

Inside  Tien  Fu,  whose  orange,  blue, 
and  white  neon  sign  boasted  it  offered 
“excellent  Chinese  food,”  there  were 
more  employees  than  lunch  customers. 
Two  women  snapped  the  ends  from  stir- 
jj  fry  snow  peas  while  a  waiter  in  the  80- 
seat  restaurant  fussed  over  two  tables, 
t  each  with  a  lone  diner. 

“Not  enough  business,”  lamented  an 
employee.  Then  he  walked  over  to  an  in¬ 
terior  window  and  posted  the  public  obit¬ 
uary;  “Regretfully,  we  are  closing....  We 
thank  you  for  giving  us  the  opportunity  to 
serve  you  for  the  last  20  years.” 

A  Confluence  of  Events 

The  barren  stretch  has  left  more  than  a 
few  residents  and  merchants  uneasy 
about  the  economic  health  of  the  block. 

“It  is  scary  to  see  that  many  stores 
empty,”  admitted  Yenne.  “It’s  definitely 
discouraging  to  walk  down  that  block.” 

According  to  several  merchants,  a  con¬ 
fluence  of  events  led  to  the  business  re¬ 
treats:  a  big  hole  in  foot  traffic  after  Real 
Food  (Fresh  Organics,  Inc.)  closed,  high 
commercial  rents,  unemployed  dot- 
com’ers  moving  out  of  Noe  Valley,  resi¬ 
dents  shopping  at  less  expensive  stores 
outside  the  neighborhood — and  the  soft 
economy  in  general. 

“I  think  it’s  a  reflection  of  the  fact  that 
we’ve  had  three  years  of  a  sluggish  econ¬ 
omy  and  a  number  of  the  businesses  are 
finally  throwing  in  the  towel,”  Yenne  said. 

Dhafma  Closes  All  Three  Outlets 

That’s  the  Dharma  story.  Wilson  and 
her  husband.  Baba  Ken  Okulolo,  opened 


the  store  eight  months  ago,  hoping  24th 
Street’s  cachet  would  help  shore  up  their 
other  shops  in  the  Haight  and  on  Valen¬ 
cia  Street  in  the  Mission  District. 

“We  took  a  risk.  We  had  always  wanted 
to  be  on  24th  Street,  which  has  always 
been  the  envy  of  people  throughout  the 
city,”  Wilson  said.  “We  liked  the  creativ¬ 
ity  and  ambience  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  we  thought  we’d  fit  in  we'll.” 

When  the  expected  holiday  sales  didn’t 
materialize,  Wilson  decided  to  close  all 
three  family-run  stores.  They  may  file  for 
bankruptcy  protection  from  creditors,  said 
Wilson,  who  has  operated  clothing  outlets 
for  20  years  and  now  plans  to  retire. 

Competition  Too  Much  for  Tien  Fu 

No  one  could  be  reached  at  Colorcrane 
Arts  Supply,  one  of  the  oldest  shops  on 
24th  Street.  But  Tien  Fu  owner  Jose  Hu 
acknowledged  that  a  persistent  dearth  of 
hungry  customers  mortally  squeezed  his 
longtime  restaurant. 

“Competition  is  very  bad.  There’s  a 
Chinese  restaurant  everywhere.  There 
may  be  10  in  five  miles,”  said  Hu,  who 
started  as  a  cook  and  purchased  the  Tien 
Fu  establishment  in  1994. 

Hu  also  owns  the  nearby  Noe  Bagel, 
which  he  said  is  “doing  okay.” 

Peruvian  Restaurant  a  Fresh  Face 

Tien  Fu’s  demise  will  be  Fresca’s  Noe 
Valley  birth. 

“I  always  liked  that  neighborhood,  and 
I  think  we  need  something  like  my  kind 
of  restaurant,”  said  Fresca  owner  Julio 
Calvo-Perez,  who  also  runs  restaurants  in 
West  Portal  and  the  Fillmore  District. 

Calvo-Perez  said  he  plans  to  remodel 
the  Tien  Fu  space  and  open  in  April  with 
70  seats.  Fresca  will  feature  Spanish- 
American  fare  with  $14  to  $19  entrees,  a 
ceviche  bar,  and  a  full  alcohol  bar. 

“I  think  that  Peruvian  restaurant  is  go¬ 


ing  to  be  good  addition,”  said  Jane  Allen, 
who  owns  the  building  housing  both  the 
restaurant  and  Real  Food  Company.  “The 
food  is  superb,  [and]  the  quality  for  the 
price  is  just  great.  It’s  all  nice  fresh  food, 
beautifully  presented.” 

Ambiance  Gets  More  Shoes 

Meanwhile,  Ambiance  owners  Donna 
and  Kieman  O’Leary  will  add  a  second 
location  by  expanding  across  a  walkway 
and  into  Workwear’s  old  space  at  3989 
24th  Street.  (As  reported  in  the  Voice  last 
month,  Workwear  is  moving  its  inventory 
into  a  new  Cotton  Basics  store  in  Bernal 
Heights.) 

“We  love  Noe  Valley  and  we’re  not  go¬ 
ing  anywhere,”  said  Donna  O’Leary, 
whose  Noe  Valley  Ambiance  opened  in 
1999.  “It’s  a  lovely  neighborhood  and  a 
wonderful  place  to  have  a  store.  Business 
has  been  fantastic,”  said  O’Leary,  who 
also  operates  successful  stores  in  the 
Haight  and  on  Union  Street. 

Ambiance’s  current  location  will  con¬ 
centrate  on  shoes,  accessories,  and  sales 
merchandise,  while  the  new  one  will  keep 
the  spotlight  on  Ambiance’s  chic  line  of 
women’s  clothing.  The  O’Learys  say  they 
anticipate  a  mid-March  opening  for  the 
new  store. 

Footprints  Lead  Next  Door 

Another  switch  involves  Wavy  Foot¬ 
prints,  which  manager  Tucker  Davis  said 
survived  “its  worst  [holiday]  season  since 
we  opened  in  May  of  2000. 

“We  lost  all  that  [foot]  traffic,”  when 
Real  Food  closed,  Davis  said.  “They 
[Real  Food  shoppers]  didn’t  come  by 
every  day,  but  if  people  only  buy  one  or 
two  things,  it  adds  up.” 

Davis  said  the  children’s  shoe  store  is 
“going  to  try  to  expand  to  hang  in  there.” 
It  will  move  a  few  feet  to  the  west  into 
Lit’l  Lizards’  old  space  at  3961A  24th 


Street  to  better  display  a  more  expansive 
inventory,  including  clothes,  gift  items, 
and  toys.  The  Wavy  Footprints  re-open- 
ing  is  set  for  early  February. 

A  Magnet  for  Art  Supplies 

By  mid-April,  poster  boards,  drawing 
pens,  and  other  art  supplies  are  expected 
to  fill  Wavy  Footprints’  old  storefront. 
The  brand-new  store,  Artsake,  will  carry 
everything  from  “very  high-end”  goods 
to  moderately-priced  wares  for  students, 
said  Artsake  owner  David  Eiland. 

Eiland  said  he  had  been  considering  an 
art  supply  store  for  some  time  because 
“that’s  something  we’ve  needed  in  Noe 
Valley.”  Eiland  and  Robert  Ramsey  own 
Just  for  Fun,  the  gift  and  novelty  store  lo¬ 
cated  across  the  street. 

“We  were  continually  getting  asked  for 
art  supplies,  but  we  didn’t  have  space  to 
carry  them,”  Eiland  said.  “Hopefully, 
[Artsake]  will  bring  people  needing  art 
supplies  into  Noe  Valley  instead  of  send¬ 
ing  them  to  other  parts  of  the  city.” 

Prepare  for  Construction  Dust 

More  energy  may  return  to  the  3900 
block  once  the  Fresh  Organics/Real  Food 
grocery  store  reopens  and  the  Lunny 
House  development  has  been  completed. 

In  a  Jan.  15  letter  to  Supervisor  Bevan 
Dufty,  Fresh  Organics  executive  Sergio 
Diaz  said  that  the  remodeling  had  been 
delayed  “after  we  discovered  structural 
issues  with  the  building.”  He  didn’t  say 
when  work  would  restart  inside  the  build¬ 
ing,  but  landlord  Allen  said  she  was  op¬ 
timistic  that  it  would  continue  soon. 

“I  think  the  plans  they  have  for  remod¬ 
eling  are  solid  plans.  These  things  with  City 
Hall  take  time,”  Jane  Allen  said.  “I  think 
that  will  be  a  vibrant  part  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  I’m  not  worried  about  it.” 

Likewise,  a  development  plan  to  de¬ 
molish  the  boarded-up  residential  build¬ 
ing  at  3953  24th  Street  and  build  a  four- 
story,  condominium-retail  complex  is 
winding  its  way  through  the  city’s  Plan¬ 
ning  Department. 

“I  think  they’re  eager  to  start,”  said 
consultant  Lu  Blazej,  who  represents  the 
development  group  of  Jeremiah  Culli- 
nane,  Denis  Cullinane,  and  Eileen  Long. 

Blazej  said  construction  could  start 
“within  six  months”  on  the  project,  which 
will  have  two  commercial  storefronts  and 
six  apartments  for  seniors. 

Chocolate  Rules 

While  waiting  for  the  return  of  the 
good  old  boom  days,  some  businesses 
along  the  bJock  continue  to  hold  on  with 
a  loyal  cadre  of  customers.  One  is  Jack 
Epstein,  who  dispenses  sumptuous  good¬ 
ies  across  the  counter  of  his  Chocolate 
Covered  candy  store. 

“It  was  not  an  easy  year,”  said  Epstein. 
“But  I  feel  like  a  survivor.”  ■ 


Lack  of  holiday  sales  was  bad  karma  for  the  boutique  Dharma,  which  had  been  open  at  24th 
and  Sanchez  for  only  eight  months.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


6  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2004 


GRAND  OPENING 


Chinese  Restaurant 


SZE  Chuan  and  Mandarin  Hunan 
The  Best  Chinese  Food 


1 689  Church  Street  at  29th  Street  •  Noe  Valley 


415.695.7678 . 415.695.7679 

Open  Seven  Days  a  Week 

11:00  a.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 


I  am  delighted  to  announce  that  Avril  Swan,  MD 
has  joined  me  in  my  Family  Practice  office  and  is 
accepting  new  patients  of  all  ages.  Dr.  Swan 
graduated  from  Mayo  Clinic  medical  school  and 
completed  her  Family  Practice  residency  training  at 
the  University  of  California,  San  Francisco.  She 
shares  my  philosophy  of  incorporating  natural 
healing  methods  and  of  treating  the  whole  person 
as  well  as  the  whole  family. 

AVRIL  SWAN,  MD 

With  the  addition  of  Dr.  Swan,  we  are  able  to  offer 
many  more  home  visits,  more  community  education 
programs  and  longer  office  hours.  While  we  each 
have  our  own  panel  of  patients,  we  are  available 
to  see  each  other's  patients  on  an  urgent  basis. 

Please  join  me  in  welcoming  Dr.  Swan  and  kindly 
spread  the  word  about  her  new  practice. 

Daphne  Miller,  MD 

1448  Church  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941331 
Tel.  415.642.0333  Fax  41 5.642.6233 


Your  own  exclusive  beach  village... 

An  island  in  Hawaii  that  the  world  has  left  behind 

Molokai.. .a  place  where  there  are  no  buildings  taller  than  the 
coconut  trees,  no  billboards,  no  traffic  lights.  Where  nature  calls  you 
to  explore  the  highest  sea  cliffs  on  earth. 


Sheraton  Molokai  Lodge  &  Beach  Village,  located  on  60,000  acres, 
offers  a  unique  experience  with  fully  furnished  solar  powered  canvas 
bungalows  located  only  steps  from  the  beach. 

Ideal  for  individuals  or  families  seeking  to  go  off  the  beaten  track. 

ValllC  Vacation  has  teamed  up  with  Sheraton  Molokai  to 
make  this  special  offer  to  our  friends  in  Noe  Valley. 


We've  reserved  a  space  for  you... 

May  1-8,  2004 

7  nights  at  the  Sheraton  Beach  Village 
$1,400  per  bungalow  platform* 

Includes  continental  breakfast 

Wine  maker  dinner  with  Monticello  Vineyards 

Stargazing  with  local  astronomer 

*  Platforms  can  sleep  up  to  four.  Does  not  include  airfare  or  resort  fee. 


For  more  information,  call 

Value  Vacation  415-824-2550 
3901  23rd  Street,  San  Francisco,  94114 
Ask  for  Kris  Redmond 
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Letting  Off  Steam  About  Parking 

Editor: 

After  reading  your  story  in  the  De¬ 
cember  issue  [“Old  Van  Is  Legal,  But 
Keeps  Getting  Tagged”],  I  was  struck  by 
two  thoughts:  one,  how  awful  it  is  to  have 
one’s  property  violated,  and  two,  what 
feelings  must  have  provoked  an  otherwise 
normal  person  to  take  such  drastic  action. 

I,  too,  am  a  longtime  resident  of  Noe 
Valley  (since  1981)  and  have  watched 
parking/traffic  issues  escalate  from  neg¬ 
ligible  to  paramount.  Few  things  can 
make  us  as  angry. 

For  too  many  years,  I  got  home  from 
work  very  late.  My  teeth  would  grind  as 
I  circled  around.  There  would  be  some¬ 
one  parked  5  or  6  feet  from  a  crosswalk 
or  driveway  entrance,  leaving  just  as 
much  room  behind  the  car,  or  someone 
who  had  pulled  into  the  middle  of  a  space 
that  could  have  easily  accommodated  two 
cars.  If  either  had  pulled  forward,  I  could 
have  parked  there.  Repeat  this  10,  15 
times  a  night,  and  you,  too,  would  be 
pounding  the  dashboard. 

And,  without  really  trying,  one  gets  to 
know  the  cars  in  one’s  neighborhood  that 
are  never  moved,  except  to  accommodate 
street  cleaning.  This  is  all  the  more  no¬ 
ticeable  when  the  vehicle  in  question  is 
large  and  going  on  34  years  old.  One  won¬ 
ders  why,  in  the  name  of  pod,  people 
have  cars  that  they  never  drive.  But  that 
is  none  of  one’s  business. 

There  is  also  the  issue  of  people  who 
have  garages  but  who  never  put  their  cars 
in  them.  If  the  space  where  the  car  should 
go  is  filled,  why  not  just  park  on  the  street 
in  front  of  your  garage?  It’s  okay  to  block 
your  own  driveway,  y’know. 

So,  thanks  for  the  opportunity  to  vent 

@UIT 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

21  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


a  little.  I  don’t  condone  vandalism  in  any 
form,  but  I  do  understand  the  frustration 
of  people  who  can’t  find  a  space  to  park. 
It’s  the  little  things,  after  all,  that  drive  us 
mad. 

M.L.  Manalli ' 
Cesar  Chavez  Street 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA94114.  Or  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number. 
(Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication.)  Be 
aware  that  letters  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


SHANTA 

DESIGN  |  BUILD 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions — vertical  &  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  of  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 

415.821.4091 

I  license  442870  B 


Let  a  Noe  Valley  Family  serve  you 


WE'VE  MOVED 

REILLY  CO. 

GOODWIN  &  SCANNELL  FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

FE  283 

now  operating  from 
DUGGAN'S  FUNERAL  SERVICE 
The  Duggan  Welch  Family 

3434  17th  Street  between  Guerrero  and  Valencia 
FE  44 

Largest  off  street  funeral  parking  capacity  in  the  Mission 

415-431-4913 

Burial  and  Cremation  arrangements  at  lower  cost  than  societies 
and  corporate  owned  mortuaries 

The  Welch  Family  has  lived  in  the  Mission  for  five  generations 
and  in  Noe  Valley  since  1976 
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Real  Food  Still 
‘No  Food’ 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

were  attempting  to  organize  a  union. 

Company  representatives  counter  that 
they  were  not  aware  of  any  formal  union 
campaign,  and  say  the  store  was  closed  to 
permit  long-delayed  renovations.  At  least 
four  unfair  labor  practices  lawsuits  filed 
by  terminated  employees  against  Nu- 
traceutical  are  currently  pending  before 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board, 
which  has  yet  to  issue  a  preliminary  rul¬ 
ing  in  the  case. 

Last  fall,  local  activists  sent  a  letter 
with  some  2,000  signatures  to  Nutraceu- 
tical  decrying  the  sudden  store  closure 
and  termination  of  the  workers  as  “a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  fundamental  human  values 
of  our  progressive  city  and  neighbor¬ 
hood,”  and  asking  the  company  to  begin 
a  good  faith  dialogue  with  the  community 
and  the  ex-employees. 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 
agreed  to  serve  as  a  mediator  and  met  sep¬ 
arately  with  representatives  from  both 
sides  last  December.  “I  told  [company 
representatives]  that  the  workers’  and 
community’s  issues  needed  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  in  a  meaningful  manner  or  I  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  the  store  could  ever  re¬ 
open,”  Dufty  said.  “People  don’t  want  to 
hear  ‘We  made  a  mistake.’” 

Community  activists  and  ex-employ¬ 
ees  are  demanding,  at  a  minimum,  that 
Nutraceutical  reinstate  the  terminated 
workers’  and  recognize  their  union. 

The  company  failed  to  provide  a  clear 
“yes  or  no”  answer  to  the  offer  of  media¬ 
tion  by  a  Jan.  15  deadline  imposed  by 
Dufty  and  the  ex-employees.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  Dufty  said  he  continued  to  hope  for 
further  progress.  He  told  the  Voice  he 
would  send  a  letter  to  Nutraceutical  CEO 


VOICE  ON  THE  WEB 

The  Voice  web  site  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 

offers  the  month’s  news  and  feature 
stories,  our  Class  Ads,  and  a  history 
of  the  newspaper  and  Noe  Valley. 
The  site  also  has  Voice  archives 
dating  back  to  December  1996. 
(Copies  of  the  newsprint  edition, 
starting  with  our  first  issue.  May 
1977,  are  stored  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Library.)  In  addition,  our  web  site 
has  a  search  function  to  help  you 
look  for  a  particular  name  or  topic. 


Bill  Gay,  offering  to  fly  to  Park  City  at  his 
own  expense  for  a  face-to-face  meeting. 
“They  need  to  make  a  corporate  decision 
whether  they  want  to  be  part  of  the  Noe 
Valley  community,”  Dufty  said. 

Ex-employee  Kim  Rohrbach  said  she 
and  other  terminated  workers  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  explore  their  options.  “We  take 
[the  company’s]  non-response  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  mediation  as  a  refusal,”  she  said. 
“There  are  different  things  we  can  do  to 
escalate  pressure,  and  we  are  sticking 
with  our  two  demands.” 

Neighborhood  activist  Peter  Gabel, 
who  helped  spearhead  the  effort  to  hold 
Nutraceutical  accountable,  said  he  wants 
to  “keep  holding  out  the  olive  branch.” 

He  also  still  supports  the  principle  of 
mediation.  “We  have  a  number  of  op¬ 
tions,  including  increased  economic  pres¬ 
sure  and  wider  publicity  about  the  injus¬ 
tice  that’s  taken  place,”  Gabel  told  the 
Voice.  “If  Nutraceutical  really  will  not  ad¬ 
dress  the  issue  of  justice  for  the  workers 
and  respect  for  the  community,  many  peo¬ 
ple  would  like  to  find  a  local  owner  who 
will  identify  with  the  progressive  values 
that  many  of  us  in  Noe  Valley  hold.” 

At  a  community  meeting  on  Dec.  11, 
several  participants  also  expressed  sup¬ 
port  for  a  worker-  or  community-owned 
co-op  in  the  24th  Street  space. 

To  discuss  what  to  do  next,  another 
community  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  Feb.  1 2,  from  6  to  8  p.m.  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  on  Sanchez  Street. 
“We  need  to  get  a  strong  feeling  from  the 
community  and  the  workers  on  how  best 
to  proceed,”  said  Gabel.  “Instead  of  the 
‘Real  Food/Real  Justice’  our  buttons  call 
for,  we’re  facing  ‘No  Food/No  Justice’ 
and  a  disruption  in  the  spirit — and  per¬ 
haps  economy — of  24th  Street.” 

To  find  out  more  about  the  Real  Food 
organizing  effort  or  join  the  e-mail  list, 
see  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/re- 
formrealfoods.  ■ 


i- 

Peggy  Handler,  mft 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espahol 


FRENCH  BISTRO 


LeZiNC 

FRENCH  BISTRO 

4063  24th  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
T.  415  647  9400 


BREAKFAST • LUNCH 
TAPAS  .DINNER 
WEEKEND  BRUNCH 


GARDEN  PATIO 
dogs  welcome! 


"...absurdly  charming...” 
"..jtraiyfit-up  fabulous." 

San  /Francisco  Magazine 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

1186  Noe  Street  •  415-282-4492 
www.hidden-cottage.com 


PALM  SPRINGS? 


Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 


psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual 

•  Business  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing 


Tax  Planning 
Prior  Year  Returns 
Out-of-State  Returns 


Call  for  an  appoinment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Custom  Windows 

&  Exterior  Siding 


•  Never  paint  again! 

•  Energy  efficient 

•  Family-run  company 

•  Locally  owned 

•  Free  estimates 

•  Lifetime  Warranty 

Ask  about  our  Senior  Discount! 


FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


HOME  RENEWAL  INC 


Call  now  for 
your  free  estimate 


California  Contractors  License  #740587  1-800-747-0272 
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Pixie  Coolidge 


Deborah  Lopez 


Cherry  Cotter 


Robin  Dustan 


Michael  Hirner 


Roland  Jadryev 


Charlene  Attard 


Henry  Jeger 


John  Casey 


Chris  O’Connor 


Cornelia  Y. 
de  Schepper 


m 


Dee  Sala 


Adam  Hagen 


Jeffrey  Wahl 


Extraordinary  Performances  in  Real  Estate. 


MAGUIRE 

Ri  \i  Imam  Sim  i  i<)iy 


MARIN  •  PENINSULA  •  SAN  FRANCISCO 
(415)  929-1500 


Karen  Duggan 


Paul  Hurley 


Lea  Ann  Fleming 


2003 


Tina  Bartlett 


Mary  Toboni 


Richard  Bastoni 


Rob  Levy 


Neal  Ward 


Darwin  Tejada 


Malcolm  Kaufman 


David  Bellings 
#1  Top  Producer 


Valerie  Sancimino 


Jean  O’Korn 


Ted  Bartlett 


Sharon  Castle 


David  Parry 


Mike  Fleming 


Dan  Bartlett 


Grazina  Bivins 


Leslie  de  Bretteville 


Barbara  Callan 
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Neighbors  Flock  to 
Farmers’  Market 


December  rains  did  not  deter  shoppers  from  checking  out  the  homegrown  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market,  held  Saturday  mornings  in  the  new 
parking  lot  on  24th  Street  near  Sanchez.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

farmers  typically  set  up  shop  each  Sat¬ 
urday. 

After  the  sudden  closure  of  the  24th 
Street  Real  Food  Company  in  late  Au¬ 
gust,  Noe  Valleyans  immediately  set  out 
to  create  an  alternative  source  for  organic 
produce,  one  that  would  be  uniquely  suited 
to  the  neighborhood.  The  new  open-air 
market  not  only  has  food  vendors  offer¬ 
ing  such  things  as  honey,  nuts,  kale,  zuc¬ 
chini,  root  vegetables,  and  dried  fruit,  but 
it  also  features  a  live  band  each  week. 

“I’m  so  proud  that  a  neighborhood  like 
ours  can  respond  so  quickly  and  pull 
something  like  this  off,”  said  Noe  Valley 
resident  Yvonne  Keene  while  wandering 
among  the  produce  stands  on  a  recent  Sat¬ 
urday.  Her  two  young  sons,  Austin  and 
Alexander,  seemed  to  be  enjoying  them¬ 
selves  as  they  tore  into  a  satsuma  orange. 
“They  like  the  music,”  said  Keene,  “and 
they  love  the  free  samples!” 

The  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  is 
currently  operating  under  a  temporary  1 3- 
week  permit  that  will  expire  at  the  end  of 
February.  Organizers  say  they  are  in  the 
process  of  applying  for  a  permanent  per¬ 
mit  and  have  collected  several  hundred 
signatures  from  neighborhood  residents 
who  want  to  keep  the  market  at  its  cur¬ 
rent  location. 

To  achieve  this  goal,  the  Friends  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market  is  seeking 
both  donations  and  volunteers.  “If  every¬ 
one  in  the  neighborhood  gave  just  one 
hour,  one  morning  per  year,  we’d  do 
okay,”  said  organizer  Lee  Jacoby. 

So  far,  the  new  addition  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  has  gotten  rave  reviews  from 
shoppers.  “Everybody  coming  has  been 
enthusiastic,”  said  Leslie  Crawford,  one 


of  the  market’s  first  organizers.  “It  has 
added  so  much  to  our  community.” 

And  several  nearby  merchants  are  en¬ 
thusiastic.  “I  love  it,”  said  Martha  Mon- 
roy,  who  operates  Martha  and  Brothers 
coffee  shop  across  the  street.  “It  makes 
Noe  Valley  feel  like  a  small  town.  I  think 
it  should  stay  forever.” 

But  not  all  store  owners  are  pleased. 
Daniel  Phelps,  who  with  his  wife  operates 
the  French  Tulip  on  24th  Street  near  San¬ 
chez,  said  farmers  selling  flowers  at  the 
new  market  have  cut  into  their  business. 

“The  farmers  are  selling  at  less  than 
wholesale  prices,”  he  told  the  Voice.  “Noe 


Valley  rents  are  not  cheap,  and  there’s  no 
way  we  can  compete.” 

Phelps  is  especially  worried  because 
Valentine’s  Day — the  most  lucrative  time 
of  the  year  for  florists — falls  on  a  Satur¬ 
day  this  year.  “If  the  farmers  sell  roses,  it 
will  hurt  the  flower  shops  badly,”  he  said. 

Other  neighborhood  merchants  have 
expressed  concern  about  the  loss  of  park¬ 
ing  during  farmers’  market  hours,  al¬ 
though  as  of  late  January  the  lot  was  not 
yet  open  for  public  use. 

“We’re  generally  happy  to  see  some¬ 
thing  new  and  exciting  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  it’s  connected  a  lot  of  people,” 


said  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Association 
President  Carol  Yenne,  who  had  just  re¬ 
turned  from  the  market  with  her  purchase 
of  apples.  "This  13-week  trial  is  good. 
Then  we  can  review  it  together  and  decide 
what  will  work  best  for  the  community.” 

“We  know  there  have  been  some  com¬ 
plaints,  and  we’ve  been  actively  re¬ 
sponding,”  said  Crawford. 

“We’re  a  group  of  volunteers  trying  to 
make  Noe  Valley  an  even  more  vibrant 
place.  Our  purpose  is  to  strengthen  the 
community,  not  compete  with  merchants.” 

For  more  information,  call  248-1332  or 
see  www.noevalleyfarmersmarket.com.  ■ 


Photography  by  Beverly  Tharp 

(415)  282-4913 


Noe  Valley  Jewelry 


Grand  Opening  and 
Valentine’s  Day  Sale 

3961  24th  Street  •  Downstairs 
415-2064)704 

Closed  Wednesdays 

Gilbertina  Guarini,  a  local  Noe  Valley  artist,  has  long 
wanted  to  feature  her  designs  on  24th  Street. 

Her  jewelry  store  in  North  Beach  has  been  a  continual 
SanFrancisco  favorite. 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 

Celebrating  our  2 2nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


Featuring 
Direct  TV 
on  six  TVs  • 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


THINGS  TO  DO:  PLAN  THE  GARDEN 


Make 

the  visual 
connection 
between  house 
and  garden 


Find 

your  Own 
garden 

style  ^ 


Take 

advantage 
of  the  Site: 
light,  slope, 
trees,  View 


backyards 

gardens  to  remember 


www.backyards.biz  415  642  5800 
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WWW.LISALEFKOWITZ.COM 

4231  -  24TH  STREET  @  DIAMOND  |  4i5.826.933O 


All  your 
staging  needs 
under 
one  roof! 

Call  today  for  a 
free  consultation 

For  more  info 
please  call  us  at 

415-285-9911 

or  visit  our  website: 
www.homestagersinc.com 


Tea  Room 


& 


Tea  Time  at  Home! 

Did  you  know  all  of  our  teas  are  available  for  sale ? 
Bring  in  this  ad  for  10%  off  your  next  tea  purchase. 

Valid  through  3/15/04 

1351  Church  Street 

at  Clipper 

415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Tuesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


Friday, 
February 
13tH 
5  p.m. 


LEARN  THE  ART  OF  TEA  LEAF  READING 
AT  TEA  ROOM 

With  author  and  Psychic  June  Ahern 


A  Fun 
and 

Delicious 

Affair! 


Cost  -  $30  (includes  workshop  and  tea/meal 
To  register,  or  for  details,  contact  June  at  415-648-9236  or  register  online: 
ji  www.sfcoaching.com/workshops 


Grand  Opening 

/.  aCCen 

home  furnishings  and  fine  gifts 


providing  the  creative  and  experienced 
design  services  of 

David  A.  Mast,  Interior  Design 
and 

Randall  Whitehead,  IALD,  Lighting  Design 

746  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415.285.7917 
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Mushy  Movies  for 
Valentine’s  Day 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

1942  film  starring  Humphrey  Bogart  and 
Ingrid  Bergman,  as  a  great  story  in  which 
wonderful  characters  experience  lost 
love.  He  suggests  playing  it  again. 

Diane  Keaton  won  an  Academy  Award 
in  1977  for  Leal’s  next  pick,  Woody 
Allen’s  Annie  Hall.  “[It’s]  a  great  comedy 
about  mismatched  lovers  coming  and  go¬ 
ing,”  Leal  says. 

Marlene  Dunleavy,  who  owns  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Video  on  24th  Street  near  Sanchez  with 
her  husband  Brian  Dunleavy,  offers  sev¬ 
eral  offbeat  Valentine’s  Day  recommenda¬ 
tions.  Can  you  picture  John  Wayne  as  a 
romancer?  If  not,  you  must  have  skipped 
her  top  choice,  The  Quiet  Man.  “It  has  a 
little  of  everything,”  says  Dunleavy,  “lush 
countryside,  comedy,  drama,  and  superb 
acting.  And  it’s  nice  to  see  a  mature  cou¬ 
ple  falling  in  love  for  a  change!” 

She  also  loves  the  1971  charmer  A  New 
Leaf.  In  it,  Walter  Matthau  is  pitted 
against  “a  very  clumsy  and  innocent 
Elaine  May,  who  at  first  drives  him  in¬ 
sane.  Over  time,  he  falls  in  love  with  her,” 
Dunleavy  explains.  “It’s  a  good  example 
of  how  opposites  attract  and  how  beauty 
really  is  only  skin  deep.” 

Dunleavy  also  recommends  Kate  and 
Leopold.  Hugh  Jackman  plays  a  duke 
from  the  days  of  yore  who  winds  up  in 
present-day  New  York  with  Meg  Ryan. 
“As  you  can  guess,”  Dunleavy  says,  “ro¬ 
mance  ensues,  and  they  have  to  make  a 
life-altering  decision.” 

It  may  not  be  life-altering,  but  you  may 
also  have  a  decision  to  make  this  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day.  If  a  cozy  night  in  is  what  Cu¬ 
pid  ordered,  Noe  Valley’s  video  stores  can 
help  put  the  romance  in  your  Valentine 
rental.  ■ 


OUR  VIDEO  STORES 
RECOMMEND 

Here’s  a  rundown  of  Noe  Valley  video 
I  store  owners’  top  suggestions  for 
s  Valentine’s  Day  movie  rentals.  Enjoy! 

|  For  Roseanna 

1997,  Dir.  Paul  Weiland 
Starring  Jean  Reno  and  Mercedes 
.  Ruehl 

I  Never  Again 

2001,  Dir.  Eric  Schaeffer 
Starring  Jill  Clayburgh  and  Jeffrey 
|  Tambor 

I"‘  Moonstruck 

1987,  Dir.  Norman  Jewison 
Starring  Cher  and  Nicolas  Cage 

An  Affair  to  Remember 

1957,  Dir.  Leo  McCarey 

Starring  Cary  Grant  and  Deborah  Kerr 

You've  Got  Mail 

1998,  Dir.  Nora  Ephron 

Starring  Tom  Hanks  and  Meg  Ryan 

Casablanca 

1942,  Dir.  Michael  Curtiz 

Starring  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Ingrid 

Bergman 

Annie  Hall 

1977,  Dir.  Woody  Allen 

Starring  Diane  Keaton  and  Woody 

Allen 

The  Quiet  Man 

1952,  Dir.  John  Ford 

Starring  John  Wayne  and  Maureen 

O’Hara 

A  New  Leaf 
1971,  Dir.  Elaine  May 
Starring  Elaine  May  and  Walter 
Matthau 


Kate  and  Leopold 

2001,  Dir.  James  Mangold 

Starring  Meg  Ryan  and  Hugh  Jackman 


NOE’S  BAR 


Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


Custom  Made 
Curtains 
Pillows 
Slipcovers 


Home  Makeovers 

LISA 

WIOLETTp) 

V  SAN  FRANCISCcXw/ 

Home 


Call  for  a  Consultation 
415-341-8442  violetto@pacbell.net 
1414  Castro  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Rearrange 
Recreate 
Revitalize 
Your  Home! 


Craftcare  Hardwood  Floors 

Specializing  in  All  Phases  of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 
WHERE  QUALITY  WORK  IS  OUR  PRIORITY! 
Free  Estimates  www.craftcare.net  (415)  826-6330 
Owner:  Bryan  McCue  •  State  License  #576013 


(Ylfyeroe/  9/or/rse^fat 

Rudy  Paid 

f/etifelefss 

Fine  Jewelry  and  Watches 

During  these  hard 
times ,  nothing 
will  cheer  you  up 
like  a  piece  of 
fine  jewelry  from 

hull  Service  Repair  Department 

Rudy  Pauli 

391  5  C  24tl,  Street 

•  (41  5)  641-4720 

cotton  basics 
IS  GROWING! 

Our  newest  location  is  now  open  in  Bernal  Heights! 
439  Cortland  Avenue  (corner  of  Wool  Street) 

Featuring  the  same  line  of  colorful,  comfortable,  cotton 
women’s  clothing  we  currently  offer  at  our  Castro  Street  store  - 
PLUS  our  entire  W0RKWEAR  selection  of  men’s  clothing  that  was 
formerly  on  24th  Street  is  now  at  our  Cortland  Avenue  location 

Questions?  Call  us  at  415-206-0245 

1301  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 
415-550-8646 
open  7  days 


1  NEED  TO  GET  ORGANIZED? 


Book  4  Hours  -  Get  1  Free 

Guaranteed  Results! 

MENTION  THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


the  415.695.0555 


organizer 


TheSimpleOrgonizer.com 

Member 

National  Association  of 
Professional  Organizers 


FEELING 

OVERWHELMED? 

Professional  Psychotherapy 

William  Bell,  LMFT,  PhD. 

Licensed  Marriage  and  Family  Therapist 

Depression,  Anxiety,  Sexual  Problems 
Chemical  Dependency 
Adults,  Couples,  Adolescents 
Calm  and  Supportive  Environment 

(415)  401-9001 
24th  and  Castro  Streets 


10%  to  20% 

OFF  ALL  SERVICE 
February  Only 


eAi&cn/ey 

Salon  &  Spa 


www.episodesaion.com 


We  Use 
Vidal  Sassoon 
Techniques 

Specializing  in  Japanese 
Straight  Perms  and 
Highlights  &  Lowlights 


415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St. 
between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 

Open  6  days  a  week 
closed  Monday 
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Its  Bamboo  Salons  One  Year  Anniversary  l 

Come  celebrate  our  first  great  year  in  Noe  Valley  ami 
register  to  win  a  free  makeover 
valued  at  over  $250 

; 

includes  b£r  analysis,  haircut,  l/air  color,  facial  and  skin care  analysis ) 

Tiie-Fri  10a  -  7p  Sot  10a  -  4p 

(415)824-4090 
810  Diamond  Street  (at  24th) 


bamboo 

SALON 


Bring  this  entry  form  to  the  salon  by  February  28,  2004 

Name  _ _ _ . — 

Address  _ = _ _ _ - - - =- 

Phone  - - - - — - - — 

Email _ , _ 


I 


I 
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Renewable  energy 
is  a  natural  choice. 


Renewable  energy -power  generated  by 
the  sun,  wind  and  bioma33  -  is  one  of 
our  best  hopes  for  a  clean  energy  future. 

Harness  the  Power  All  Around  Us 

Renewable 
Energy 
Program 


www.consumerenergycenter.org 

1-800-555-7794 


Nuevo 

Latino 

Cuisine 


A  fusion  of  Latin  American, 
Caribbean,  Spanish  and  beyond 


We  interpret  classical  Latin  American  dishes  with  a  more  modern 
approach,  often  with  French  techniques.  The  flavor  profiles  are  exotic 
and  vibrant  -  well  spiced  but  not  necessarily  fiery. 

NOW  OPEN  FOR  BRUNCH! 

"I  couldn't  take  my  eyes  off  the  menu!"  S.F.  Weekly 

Dinner:  5:30  to  10:30  p.m.  Tuesday-Thursday  and  Sunday 
.5:30  to  11:30  p.m.  Friday  and  Saturday 
Brunch:  9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  Saturday 
9:00  a.m.  to  10:30  p.m.  Sunday 

Catering  Service  415-282-7110  Live 

Available  Our  website:  Entertainment 

wWw.lalunarestaurants.com 

3126  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco  94110 


jjJL  St.  Luke's 
Hospital 


A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


A  Tradition  of 
Community  Healthcare  in 
the  Heart  of  San  Francisco 


Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

3555  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
www.stlukes-sf.org 


Community  Based,  Not  for  Profit 


Comprehensive  Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal/ Child  Services 

•  Diabetes  Education  Program  (ADA  Approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for  Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information: 

Referral  &  Information  . .  415-821 -DOCS  (3627) 
Maternity  Information  . .  415-626-BABY  (2229) 
Outpatient  Pharmacy  . . .  415-641-6550 

Diabetes  Education . 415-641-6826 

M.O.M . .  415-641-6406 

(Millennium  Occupational  Medicine) 


CONSULTATION 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

DEANNA  GLORY 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

Deanna  Glory,  a.p.l.d. 
Designer/Horticulturist 


enhance  the  quality  of  your  life 
increase  the  value  of  your  property 

deanna@glorydesign.com 

www.glorydesign.com 

phone  415-695-9400 

Member:  Association  of  Professional 
Landscape  Designers  •  California 
Landscape  Contractors  Association 
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Chocolate — the 
First  Act  for  a 
New  Cabaret 

By  Laura  McHale  Holland 

Chocolate,  a  familiar  Valentine’s  Day 
gift,  has  morphed  substantially  from 
its  ancient  beginnings.  Called  xocalatl  by 
the  Aztecs,  it  began  as  a  spicy,  frothy 
drink  consumed  exclusively  by  the  upper 
classes  of  ancient  Mezoamerica.  Derived 
from  cacao  beans,  it  was  purported  to  pro¬ 
mote  energy,  wisdom,  and  understanding. 

Montezuma,  emperor  of  the  Aztecs 
from  1480  to  1520,  drank  xocalatl  from 
goblets  before  entering  his  harem.  This 
spawned  the  belief  that  chocolate  is  an 
aphrodisiac.  Modem  researchers  have 
found  a  plausible  basis  for  this:  chocolate 
contains  a  very  high  concentration  of 
phenylethylamine,  the  chemical  the  brain 
produces  when  a  person  is  in  love. 

Whether  or  not  it’s  a  love  potion, 
chocolate  has  definitely  increased  in  pop¬ 
ularity  over  the  past  couple  of  years.  And 
dozens  of  fine  chocolate  makers  have 
popped  up  on  the  culinary  landscape.  In 
keeping  with  this  delicious  trend,  Noe 
Valley  resident  Timothy  Childs  and  his 
partner,  Rob  Polevoi,  founded  Cabaret 
Foods  in  April  of  2003. 

Two  entrepreneurs  with  significant 
high-tech  expertise  but  no  prior  food-in¬ 
dustry  experience,  Childs  and  Polevoi 
designed  their  first  product,  Cabaret 
Dessert  Chocolates,  with  Feb.  14  in  mind. 
The  warm  red.  VFIS  video-sized  box, 
adorned  with  a  retro  cancan  dancer,  con¬ 
tains  nine  .4-ounce  diamonds  of  choco¬ 
late,  made  from  pure  Venezuelan  cacao 
and  fresh  cream.  The  box  sells  for  $15. 

“The  impetus  for  the  -company  was 
Rob’s,”  says  Childs,  a  former  NASA  con¬ 


tractor  who  has  lived  on  Jersey  Street  for 
eight  years.  “He  saw  that  the  American 
palate  had  grown  more  sophisticated  in 
terms  of  coffee,  wine,  bread,  and  cheese, 
and  he  thought  chocolate  could  be  the 
next  thing.” 

Polevoi,  who  was  at  the  time  a  lawyer 
turned  3-D  animation  expert,  did  exten¬ 
sive  research  and  found  that  the  finest  ca¬ 
cao  is  grown  in  Venezuela.  He  wondered 
what  would  happen  if  he  made  confec¬ 
tions  from  100-percent  Venezuelan  ca¬ 
cao.  He  ordered  some  online  and  spent 
months  experimenting  in  his  Berkeley 
kitchen  until  he  came  up  with  a  process 
for  turning  brittle  cacao  into  chocolate 


Rob  Polevoi  and  Timothy  Childs  (right)  say 
their  newly  released  Cabaret  Chocolates 
melt  in  your  mouth  “in  three  distinct  waves 
of  pleasure.” 

that  melts  on  the  tongue.  Then  he  ap¬ 
proached  Childs  with  the  idea  of  starting  a 
business.  Their  paths  had  crossed  at  a  start¬ 
up  company  during  the  dot-com  boom. 

“I  thought  he  was  crazy  and  too  far 
afield  from  what  either  of  us  was  doing 
until  he  brought  some  chocolates  over.  I 
tried  them  and  was  absolutely  floored  by 
the  quality  of  the  taste.  To  make  sure  I 
wasn’t  mistaken,  I  tried  the  chocolate  out 
on  my  neighbors,  who  are  by  far  some  of 
the  biggest  foodies  I  know,  and  they  loved 
it,  too.  I  figured  there  was  some  ‘there 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
wkere  you're 
treated  like 
family  and 
tke  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  1 5  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Free  Whitening  Consultation 

I S08  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  IS. 647. 6  000 


joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  • 


pilates  studio 


Now 

OPEN 

Rehabilitation  and 
General  Conditioning 

Private  •  Semi-Private 
Group  Classes 


Our  trainers  are  experienced  in  the  specific  needs  of: 

spinal  and  other  orthopedic  injuries  •  pernatal/post  partum  •  osteoporosis 
scoliosis  •  arthritis  •  dancers  •  musicians  •  athletes 
children  •  adolescents  •  seniors 


1414-D  Castro  Street  at  Jersey  •  (415)  282-8850 


there,’  and  I  started  helping  him  with  busi¬ 
ness  concepts.  1  was  also  working  on  the 
space  shuttle  at  the  time,  but  then  my  con¬ 
tract  got  put  on  hold,  and  I  suddenly  had 
some  free  time,  and  we  worked  out  the  lo¬ 
gistics  of  the  company,”  Childs  recalls. 

Many  Noe  Valleyans  have  already 
tasted  the  samples  Childs  passes  out  when 
he  posts  himself  beside  the  tulips  and 
other  flowers  in  front  of  Flowers  of  the 
Valley  on  24th  Street  near  Castro.  “I  was 
pleasantly  surprised  by  how  many  people 
will  taste  our  chocolate  and  buy  it  right 
there  on  the  spot.  We’ve  used  our  tech¬ 
nology  background  to  formulate  a  choco¬ 
late  that  has  a  tasting  profile  that  releases 
flavor  in  three  distinct  waves  of  pleasure 
as  it  melts  in  your  mouth,”  boasts  Childs. 

Childs  has  also  received  sound  advice 
and  encouragement  from  his  neighbors 
and  from  a  host  of  local  merchants.  “I 
don’t  think  we’d  have  been  able  to  have 
as  much  growth  if  it  hadn’t  been  for  that. 
We’ve  tested  concepts  locally,  to  see  what 
works,  and  taken  a  lot  of  the  feedback  and 
put  it  into  the  product  and  packaging.  Noe 
Valley’s  been  like  our  ‘beta’  [final-stage 
testing]  area,”  says  Childs. 

For  now,  Cabaret  Foods  is  headquar¬ 
tered  on  Jersey  Street  and  rents  time  at  a 
candy  factory  in  Oakland  for  production. 
“If  I  have  my  way,  we’ll  someday  do 
chocolate  production  on  24th  Street,”  says 
Childs.  “When  the  smoothie  shop  [Juice- 
It]  closed  at  24th  and  Sanchez,  we  wanted 
the  space,  but  it  was  too  expensive.  Hope¬ 
fully,  we’ll  find  a  landlord  who  wants  a 
chocolate  store  and  will  help  us  out.”  (The 
space  in  question  was  rented  by  the  cloth¬ 
ing  store  Dharma,  but  Dharma  recently 
folded  as  well.) 

Cabaret’s  growth  has  been  fanned  by 
extensive  media  coverage,  including  spots 
on  MSNBC  and  CNN.  But  the  company 
is  still  small  enough  so  that  both  partners 
have  a  hand  in  every  aspect  of  the  business. 

Polevoi,  the  company’s  lawyer  and 


designated  “food  ge¬ 
nius,”  is  creating  a 
line  of  chocolate  car¬ 
amels  and  toffees 
right  now.  Childs  will 
help  test  and  perfect 
the  recipe  and  figure 
out  how  to  manufac¬ 
ture  it.  In  the  future, 
they  will  branch  out 
from  chocolate  into  other  “ultra-pure, 
luxury  food  products,”  Childs  says. 

For  Valentine’s  Day,  Flowers  of  the 
Valley  will  give  away  a  box  of  Cabaret 
Chocolates  to  every  customer  who  pre¬ 
orders  a  dozen  roses.  And  on  Friday,  Feb. 
6,  Bliss  Bar,  on  24th  Street,  will  offer 
Cabaret  martinis,  where  the  inside  of  the 
glass  is  lined  with  melted  chocolate  and 
a  piece  of  chocolate  is  dropped  into  the 
drink  as  well.  Childs  also  will  be  on  hand 
passing  out  free  chocolate  samples. 

“This  is  by  far  the  most  enjoyable  busi¬ 
ness  I’ve  ever  done.  My  partner  feels  the 
same  way,  for  sure,  ”  Childs  says.  “We  love 
giving  out  chocolates  to  friends  and 
neighbors.  We  also  like  to  give  chocolate 
to  local  groups  for  fundraisers  because  we 
believe  in  the  concept  of  giving  something 
back.  It’s  so  great  to  make  people  happy.” 

Cabaret  Dessert  Chocolates  are  cur¬ 
rently  available  in  the  neighborhood  at  Is¬ 
abella’s  Ice  Cream  &  Dessert  Cafe, 
Martha  and  Brothers  Coffee,  Cafe  XO, 
and  Flowers  of  the  Valley.  They  are  also 
sold  online  at  www.cabaretchocolates 
.com.  For  more  information,  call  866-99- 
CACAO.  ■ 
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Japanese-styte 


HOT  TUB  SAUNA  MASSAGE 
SLIDING  SCALE  PRICING 

OSeHTO 

Bathhouse  for  Women 
955  Valencia  St. 
415-282-6333 
www.osento.com 


SF 


Women  Only 
Not  Sexual 
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MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


_re£|  as  one 

Hono^eo 


to  live 


in 

by 

11 


reasons  —  ^ 

Sa"  Fran‘'aime' 

„7y7  tAaqaI' 


Ot/r 

House-Smoked 
Sa,mon  was  named 
one  of  the  "125  Bes? 
Things  to  Eat"  by 
San  Francisco 
Magazine 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 

.  i  - 

Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


locally  inspired  baskets 
and  culinary  gifts 


3639  -  1 8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 


Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


> 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RUSTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 


Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


Juliana  Rauch  Landscapes 

The  Needs  of  Our  Clients  &c  Clear  Communication  is  Our  Mission 

t 

Women  Owned  &  Operated 

Garden  Design  &  Renovation 
e  Timely  Installation 
m  Reliable  Maintenance 
¥  Seasonal  Pruning 

H  Organic  Pest,  Disease  &  Weed  Control 
'«  Irrigation  Installation  &  Repair 

• 

Telephone  415.285.1771  Facsimile  415.285.5225  EmailJrlandscapes@hotmail.com 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$25  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4969 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  100  Bay  Area  Restaurants 
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In  Remembrance  of  Anne  Sachs 


A  Noe  Valley  Mom 

By  Maria  Cuevas.  Chin 

I’ve  been  grieving  the  loss  of  a  dear 
friend.  Longtime  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  Anne  Sachs  passed  away  sud¬ 
denly  on  Monday,  Dec.  8,  2003.  Anne 
was  a  special  person,  younger  than  I. 
She  was  46  years  old. 

She  had  been  diagnosed  with  breast 
cancer  and  had  undergone  a  mastec¬ 
tomy,  chemo,  bald  head,  the  works.  The 
shocking  thing  is  that  she  was  getting ' 
better.  Her  hair  had  grown  back  in;  she 
had  gained  weight  and  was  looking 
good.  The  last  time  I  saw  her  we  went 
for  a  hike  on  Bernal  Hill,  where  she 
reminisced  about  how  she  used  to  put 
her  babies  into  a  stroller  and  walk  with 
a  mothers’  group  on  the  road  that 
wound  around  the  hill. 

Anne  was  so  upbeat,  outgoing, 
energetic,  and  intelligent.  She  was  a 
devoted  mother,  a  writer  and  musician, 
a  keen  political  observer,  and  a  loyal 
friend.  She  knew  hundreds  of  people, 
remembered  their  names  and  details  of 
their  lives.  The  joke  was  that,  wherever 
in  the  world  Anne  went,  she  would 
always  manage  to  run  into  someone  she 
knew.  She  taught  English  as  a  Second 
Language  at  USF  for  many  years  and 
deeply  regretted  that  her  illness  kept 
her  from  fulfilling  all  her  duties  towards 
her  students. 

Anne  lived  on  27th  Street  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  for  16  years.  She  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  and  used  to  live  in  New  York 
City,  so  she  and  I  had  that  in  common. 
We  met  at  the  school  bus  stop  at  30th 
and  Noe  and  watched  each  other’s  kids 
grow  up  from  kindergarten  onwards  in  a 
group  that  became  known  as  the  "Bus 
Stop  Moms.”  We  were  planning  on 
spending  Christmas  together. 

1  couldn’t  sleep  well  the  first  night 
after  finding  out  she  had  died.  I  woke 
up  and  thought  about  our  last  meeting, 
and  it  suddenly  occurred  to  me  that  she 
might  have  known  but  not  told  anyone. 
Maybe  she  just  wanted  to  enjoy  the  last 
of  her  life  without  the  “shadow  of 
doom”  hanging  over  her  relationships 
with  family  and  friends.  Maybe  she 


was,  in  her  own  way,  going  around  and 
saying  goodbye  to  people  and  places 
she  loved.  Or  maybe  not. . .  I  don’t  really 
know.  I  just  wish  we  had  spent  more 
time  together. 

I  attended  her  memorial  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  on  Sunday,  Jan.  18.  So 
many  people  were  packed  into  the 
sanctuary  that  more  chairs  had  to  be 
brought  up  to  seat  people  all  the  way 
back  to  the  stairwell.  Anne’s  daughters, 
Miranda  and  Lena,  graciously  greeted 
visitors  and  gracefully  spoke  of  their 
mother’s  life  and  the  love  they  shared. 
Many  family  members  and  friends 
related  humorous  and  poignant 
memories  of  Anne,  and  we  all  came 
away  with  a  greater  sense  of  who  she 
was,  and  an  even  greater  sense  of  loss. 

Anne’s  passing  has  taught  me — really 
taught  me — to  appreciate  and  love  each 
day,  each  person,  each  morsel  of 
chocolate,  each  spoonful  of  Max’s 
chicken  gumbo  soup,  and  to  let  go  of 
being  angry  at  Muni,  stressing  over 
getting  to  work  on  time,  and  all  the  little 
and  large  irritations  in  life. 

Goodbye,  Anne.  You  will  be  missed 
by  many. 

A  Loyal  Friend 

By  Kathy  Rosenberg-Wohl 

I  remember  the  first  night  I  met  Anne 
Sachs,  over-a  decade  ago,  when 
Flora  Kupferman  brought  her  into 
our  book  group.  They  had  become  close 
at  their  daughters’  preschool.  Side  by 
side  they  would  sit  by  the  sandbox,  as 
talk  of  children  turned,  as  it  so  often  did 
with  Anne,  to  talk  of  good  meaty  books. 

On  more  cold  San  Francisco  evenings 
than  I  can  count,  we  would  gather  in  the 
warmth  of  each  other’s  homes  to  bask 
in  talk  about  books.  Anne  was  probably 
the  most  well-read  of  us  all  and  cer¬ 
tainly  the  most  passionate  about  litera¬ 
ture.  She  would  seize  on  characters  and 
dissect  plots  with  an  intensity  and 
delight  that  filled  the  room  like  a  spicy 
perfume. 

Soon  the  book  group  decided  to  share 
desserts  and  sip  tea  while  we  talked. 


Friends  and  family  packed  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  on  Jan.  18,  to  pay  tribute  to  Anne 
Sachs,  who  died  on  Dec.  8. 


two  delicious  things — food  and  conver¬ 
sation — joined  together.  It  was  then  that 
Anne  began  baking  her  lemon  tart  for 
us.  And  what  a  tart  it  was,  a  perfectly 
balanced  blend  of  sweetness  and  tangy- 
ness,  a  golden-yellow  orb  of  sunshine 
blanketed  with  the  sweet  dark  blueber¬ 
ries  that  Anne  would  arrange  in  an 
exquisite  pattern.  This  tart  was  as  lus¬ 
cious  as  it  was  beautiful — a  sweet  sym¬ 
bol  of  Anne’s  generosity  and  love. 

I  would  often  try  to  resist  taking  a 
second  slice  but  rarely  could.  And  I 
remember  many  a  night  when  we  would 
eat  this  tart  as,  our  talk  turned  quickly 
from  books  to  most  beloved  daughters, 
and  husbands  and  parents,  to  the  hopes 
and  difficulties  of  our  lives,  the  taste  of 
the  tart  becoming  the  rich  taste  of 
friendship  itself.  We  would  leave  nour¬ 
ished  in  so  many  ways,  the  fresh  flavor 
of  lemon  still  on  our  tongues. 

I’d  like  to  share  one  small  book 
group  incident  that  I  think  illustrates 
Anne’s  steadfast  loyalty.  Anne  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  kindergarten  my 
daughter  attended.  It  was,  shall  we  say, 
very  alternative.  Anne  expressed  her 
concerns  to  me  privately  and  she  had 
very  good  reasons,  well  thought  out. 

My  own  doubts  were  raised.  Then  one 
night  a  new  woman  came  to  our  group. 
She  was  bright  and  well-read,  but  when 
she  learned  where  my  daughter  was 
going  to  school,  she  began  to  criticize 
the  school  energetically.  But  Anne  was 
my  friend,  and  loyalty  was  more  impor¬ 
tant  to  her  than  her  own  strongly  held 
opinions.  She  quickly  leapt  to  my 
defense,  giving  stirring  arguments  as  to 
why  the  school  was  just  fine,  great  in 
fact,  thank  you  very  much.  Love  came 
first  with  Anne  and  loyalty  to  her 
friends,  and  to  her  family.  It  was  this 
affection  and  fierce  love  that  encircled 
all  of  us  with  her  extraordinary  strength 
and  passion. 

For  those  who  love  books  and  Anne, 
we  mourn  the  terrible  gap  in  our  lives, 
the  middle  and  ending  of  a  book  tom  too 


SLOW  MOVEMENT 

Lena  and  1  play  volleyball 
On  the  tattered  lawn 
While  Miranda  waits  inside  for  our 
food  delivery. 

Lena  covers  the  yard 
Sending  the  ball  high  in  the  air 
For  me  to  return. 

The  ball  sails  up,  down, 

Behind  me,  and  into  my  face 
As  we  volley  it  back  arid  forth. 

Later,  Miranda  takes  out  her  violin 
And  I  sit  at  the  piano 
Doubling  the  Vivaldi  piece  she  needs 
to  learn. 

She  is  playing  the  slow  second 
I  movement, 

And  I  tell  her 

The  secret  to  playing  slow  movements 

Is  to  create  a  sound 

Which  is  calm  and  unhurried; 

Never  tense. 

Finally,  we  three- — 

Mother  and  two  daughters — 

Stroll  out  for  ice  cream 
Despite  the  strong  wind 
Which  slaps  at  our  jackets  and 
sweatshirts. 

i  n 

I  am  between  them 
Arms  outstretched 
Encircling  them  in  my  arms. 

— Anne  Sachs 

soon  from  the  binding,  now  lost  to  us. 

But  the  memory  of  Anne  is  not  lost, 
not  her  intelligence,  her  intensity,  her 
kindness  and  her  deep  resonant  laugh, 
her  love  of  books,  her  gift  of  friendship. 

Some  people  prefer  chocolate  cake, 
and  some  oatmeal  cookies,  but  for  me, 
give  me  Anne’s  lemon  tart,  her  own 
work  so  like  her.  The  custard  the  color 
of  sunshine,  the  crust  a  sturdy  arm 
encircling,  cradling,  and  a  flavor  so 
pure  and  fresh  it  is  a  taste  of  life  itself. 
I’ll  miss  you,  Anne. 


Those  who  wish  to  may  make  a  dona¬ 
tion  in  Anne  Sachs’  name  to  the  Ida  and 
Joseph  Friend  Cancer  Resource  Center, 
1600  Divisadero  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94143-1725;  phone:  415-885-3693. 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTBACTOB 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


\ 

License  it  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


Architecture  Sc  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  Local  practitioner,  neighborhood-specific 
design 

•  Variance  applications,  planning  approvals, 
building  permits 

•  Free  initial  consultation:  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 
249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-6344 
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Norman  Green 
Realtor 

(415}  377-4330 


Uyen  Kim  Tran 
Realtor 

(415)465-2584 

V 

. 


Wk 


Aimee  Lam 
Realtor 

(415)  722-6912 
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REAL  ESTATE 

Each  office  independently  owned  &  operated. 

Welcomes  its  newest 

SF  location! 


Best  Choice  Realty 


1679  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  648-7355 

-  Why  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  when  you  can  pay 

a  set  fee  of  only  $9,950!* 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  and  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee,  payable  only  when  property  is  sold 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  with  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers  call  for  a  free  consultation  today! 

-  Buyers  call  to  hear  about  out  current  listings! 

*Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  and  total  services  rendered. 


Secure  your  best  investment. 

Don’t  wait-lock  in  a  low  rate  today ! 


FfrstMarteaees  . . . . . 

Secure  your  low,  fixed  rate  with  our  60-day  rate  lock,  whether 
you’re  refinancing  or  purchasing. 


Home  Equity  Lines  of  Credit 
also  available! 


No  Cost  Home  Equity  Loans 

Tap  into  the  value  of  your  home  with  a 
fixed  rate  home  equity  loan  up  to 
$100,000. 


•  Fixed  or  variable  rates  available 

•  15, 20  and  30  year  terms  available 

•  No  Points  loans  available 


•  No  Pqints 

•  No  Fees 

•  No  Closing  Costs 


Visit  us  at  www.SanFranciscoFCU.com 
or  call  (415)  359-2977  for  more 
information  and  current  rates. 


Real  Estate  services  located  at  our 
main  branch: 


7 70  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  SF 


Other  branches  to  serve  you: 


2645  Ocean  Ave.,  SF 
4375  Geary  Blvd.,  SF 

San  Francisco 

^  FEDERAL  CREDIT  U NION 


CODE:  NPXX 


1954 


.  Tears 

V 


2004 


C«f  DV*  v 


LENDER 

0401-0003 


LAW  OFFICES 


Living  Trusts 

Wills  •  Estate  Planning  •  Probate 
Personal  Injury 

Protect  your  family  NOW! 
Call  for  a  free  consultation . 

ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

1330  Castro  Street 

(415)  641-8687 


Smart  banking.  Real  value. 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Condos  a  No-Show 
in  December 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Every  now  and  then,  a  real  estate  odd¬ 
ity  slips  into  Noe  Valley  that  in  base¬ 
ball  parlance  would  be  the  equivalent  or 
no  runs,  no  hits,  no  errors. 

This  month  it’s  this:  Not  a  single  con¬ 
dominium  closed  escrow  in  Noe  Valley 
during  December.  The  condo  scorecard 
showed  nothing  but  a  perfect  line  of  big 
fat  zeros. 

That  was  somewhat  puzzling  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  where  buyers  for  the  last  five 
years  barely  blinked  in  snatching  up  al¬ 
most  any  property  with  a  “For  Sale”  sign. 

“I  said,  ‘What  in  the  world  is  going 
on?’”  said  Randall  Kostick,  24th  Street 
sales  manager  for  Zephyr  Real  Estate, 


which  provides  the  Voice  with  monthly 
sales  data.  “So  I  did  a  little  investigating.” 

His  conclusion  was  that  the  lack  of 
sales  may  have  been  a  statistical  anom¬ 
aly,  since  Noe  Valley  recorded  strong 
condo  sales  the  previous  two  months — 
seven  in  November  and  10  in  October. 
And  some  closings  may  have  rolled  over 
into  January  2004. 

And  that  may  have  worked  in  tandem 
with  another  possibility:  Some  potential 
condo  buyers  may  have  opted  instead  for 
small  TIC  apartment  buildings. 

Kostick  noted  that  residential  shoppers 
in  December  bought  six  pairs  of  two-unit 
flats,  which  are  popular  among  owners 
who  tend  to  occupy  the  units  as  tenants- 
in-common. 

The  most  expensive  pair  of  flats  sold 
during  December  cost  the  buyers 
$  1 ,175,000.  The  building  is  located  in  the 
4000  block  of  22nd  Street. 

A  four-bedroom,  three-and-one-half- 
bath  house  in  the  900  block  of  Diamond 
Street  was  the  most  expensive  detached 
home  sold  in  December.  The  price  tag 
was  $1,795,000. 

It  was  one  of  14  single-family  homes 
sold  in  the  final  month  of  the  year.  ■ 


Noe  Valley  Rents* 

Apartment  Size 

Average  Rents 
(July-Sept.  2003) 

Average  Rents  a  Year  Ago 
(July-Sept.  2002) 

%  Increase  (+) 
or  Decrease  (-) 

Studio 

$  1,175/mo. 

$  1,079 /mo. 

+  8.9% 

1  bedroom 

1,455 /mo. 

1,560 /mo. 

-6.7% 

2  bedrooms 

2,098 /mo. 

2,261  /  mo. 

-7.2% 

3  or  more  bedrooms 

2,956  /  mo. 

2,744 /mo. 

+  7.7% 

♦Source:  Rent  Tech,  Inc.  (www.renrtech.com).  NW  U04 


FRED  VILLANOVA 
MARILYN  PICARIELLO 


two  . . 

ENDLESS  REAL  ESTATE  POSSIBILITIES 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


SuMiup  Sf  in,  (M/oe  ®Pa//ey 

fo*  ove*  10  yeari 


www.FredandMarilyn.com  415.345.3 1 04 


■C  KitchenSync 


Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131. 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KiaffcMaid  UITMK3&FT  0MidContin«it* 


Cabinetry 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Total  Sales 

Low 

Price  (S) 

High 

Price  (S) 

Average 
Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Dec.  2003 

14 

$600,000 

$1,795,000 

$1,070,571 

33 

108% 

Nov.  2003 

12 

$630,000 

$1,500,000 

$964,250 

40 

104% 

Dec.  2002 

17 

$453,500 

$1,195,000 

$795,000 

36 

100% 

Nov.  2002 

12 

$615,000 

$1,500,000 

$860,667 

37 

101% 

Condominiums 

Dec.  2003 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2003 

7 

$445,000 

$751,000 

$582,286 

36 

105% 

Dec.  2002 

8 

$415,000 

$1,065,000 

$699,125 

38 

103% 

Nov.  2002 

5 

$357,000 

$925,000 

$581,200 

72 

99% 

2  to  4  unit  buildings 

Dec.  2003 

6 

$800,000 

$1,175,000 

$1,043,833 

29 

106% 

Nov.  2003 

4 

$905,000 

$1,375,000 

$1,073,750 

35 

102% 

Dec.  2002 

4 

$725,000 

$1,205,000 

$936,250 

56 

101% 

Nov.  2002 

6 

$575,000 

$1,499,000 

$1,015,667 

27 

99% 

5+  unit  buildings 

Dec.  2003 

2  $1,350,000 

$1,950,000 

$1,650,000 

42 

1 1 1  % 

Nov.  2003 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dec.  2002 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2002 

1  $1,425,000 

$1,425,000 

$1,425,000 

16 

114% 

♦  Data  was  provided  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( www.zephyr-re.com )  and  is  based  on  all  Noe 

Valley  home  sales  (escrow  closings)  recorded  during  the  month.  “Noe  Valley”  for  the  purposes  of  this  survey  is 
defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  nw  1 104 

f  LISA 

Home  Staging 

House  Makeovers 

(  VIOLETTA)  ) 

V  V  SAN  FRAN  Cl  SCOV — '  J 

Color  Consulting 

Interiors 

1414-Castro  Street 

Call  for  a  Consultation! 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415-341-8442 

94114 

Violetto@pacbell.  net 

CORIAN*  GRANITE  ZODIAQ~ 
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As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 
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HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 


WINNER 

,S?m  jFrattcbr#  (Etyumidr 

Readers’  Choice  Award 
Best  Real  Estate  Agent 

TOP  PRODUCER 

Your  Noe  Valley  Expert 


REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


415-861-5222  ext. 380 

email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Noe  Valley 

Detached  Classic  Victorian 
Offered  at  $695,500 

•  Built  prior  to  1900 
•30x114  Lot! 

•  Zoned  RH2 

•  2  bedrooms  +  1  bath 

•  Plus  bonus  room  w/  full  bath  permit 
- 13  x  19  (room)  4x9  (bath) 

-  Separate  entrance 

-  Cathedral  beamed  ceilings 

•  Hardwood  floors  with  inlay 

•  Huge  flat  yard  with  fruit  trees 

•  Close  to  24th  Street  shops  and 
restaurants 


Noe  Valley 
20s  Style  Lovely 
Semi-Detached  Home 
Offered  at  $745,500 

•  Built  in  1925  -RH2- 25x114  lot 

•  2  bedrooms  - 1  bath  +  1  car  garage 

•  Bonus  room  +  bath  on  lower  level 

•  Living  room  w/  wood  burning  firepl. 

•  Remodeled  kitchen  w/  granite 
counter  tops  &  stainless  steel 
appliances 

•  Lush  flat  yard  w/  fruit  trees 

•  Newly  painted  front  exterior 

•  Partial  views  of  Twin  Peaks  and 
Noe  Valley 

•  Full  basement  -  abundant  storage 

•  Expansion  potential 


" Our  family  would  like  to  express  our  gratitude  for  a  wonderful  experience  in 
the  sale  of  our  house.  Linda  showed  nothing  less  than  professionalism, 
perfection,  pleasantness  and  persistence. "  —  The  Chauvins 

Dedicated  to  supporting  charities.  From  each  sale  I  donate  a  portion  to 
Alzheimer's  research  and  to  breast  &  ovarian  cancer  research. 

Let’s  find  a  cure! 

www.linda-gordon.com 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and 
other  police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley, 
defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Fair  Oaks,  and  30th  streets. 
The  following  crime  summaries  were 
culled  from  incident  reports  filed  at  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Ingleside  police  stations  during 
the  months  of  November  and  December 
2003. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  5  p.m.  Sun¬ 
day,  Nov.  2,  and  8:45  a.m.  Thesday, 
Nov.  4;  400  block  of  Duncan  Street 

Sometime  between  Sunday  evening, 
Nov.  2,  and  Tuesday  morning,  Nov.  4, 
someone  stole  a  1989  black  four-door 
Honda  Accord  LXI  from  the  400  block  of 
Duncan  Street.  The  car  bears  the  Califor¬ 
nia  license  plate  3MBL499  an  belongs  to 
a  resident  of  the  100  block  of  28th  Street  . 

Burglary,  Residence:  Between  9:45 
and  11:45  a.m.  Wednesday,  Nov.  5; 

400  block  of  Duncan  Street 

A  couple  who  live  in  the  400  block  of 
Duncan  Street  told  police  that  on  the 
morning  of  Nov.  5  they  left  their  home  to 
go  shopping.  When  they  returned  about 
two  hours  later,  the  window  next  to  their 
front  door  was  broken  apd  the  door  was 
unlocked.  In  a  search  of  the  house,  the 
residents  found  that  a  Canon  camera  val¬ 
ued  at  $700  had  been  stolen  and  the  top 
drawer  of  the  dresser  in  their  bedroom 
was  open.  In  addition?  several  closet 
doors  were  ajar,  and  the  thermostat  cover 
had  been  broken — perhaps  because  the 
thief  suspected  it  was  an  alarm.  The  cou¬ 
ple  also  reported  jewelry  stolen. 

Police  found  some  blood  on  the  broken 
window  and  surmised  that  the  suspect 
crawled  through  the  window  and  then  un¬ 
locked  the  front  door  from  the  inside. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  9  p.m. 
Wednesday,  Nov.  5,  and  noon  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  6;  4200  block  of  23rd 
Street 

The  night  of  Nov.  5,  someone  stole  a 
2000  silver  Toyota  4-Runner  from  the 
4200  block  of  23rd  Street.  It  bears  the 
Nevada  license  plate  702PCD  and  is 
owned  by  a  resident  of  the  4200  block  of 
23rd  Street. 

Burglary,  Residence:  Between  12:01 
a.m.  Thursday,  Nov.  6,  and  10:15  p.m. 
Friday,  Nov.  14;  1500  block  of  Noe 
Street 

A  resident  of  the  1 500  block  of  Noe 
Street  told  police  that  while  he  was  out  of 
town,  someone  entered  his  home  by 
breaking  a  sliding  glass  door  and  stole  a 
number  of  items.  Taken  from  the  man’s 
bedroom  were  a  Compaq  laptop  com¬ 
puter  valued  at  $  1 ,700,  $700  in  cash  from 
a  Tupperware  container,  a  leather  jacket 
valued  at  $250,  and  a  black  Kenneth  Cole 
watch  valued  at  $95. 

Burglary,  Store:  4:15  p.m.,  Friday, 
Nov.  7;  3900  block  of  24th  Street 

Police  arrested  a  45-year-old  transient 
man  for  stealing  one  bottle  each  of  Bom¬ 


bay  Sapphire  gin,  Bacardi  rum,  Jack 
Daniels  whiskey,  and  Jose  Cuervo  tequila 
from  a  24th  Street  supermarket  around 
4:15  p.m.  on  Nov.  7.  The  man,  who  was 
deemed  suspicious  by  a  cashier,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  back  out  into  the  parking  lot  by 
store  employees,  who  recovered  the 
stolen  items  and  called  police. 

Robbery,  Commercial  Establishment: 
5:14  p.m.  Monday,  Nov.  10;  3900 
block  of  24th  Street 

A  clerk  at  a  24th  Street  clothing  store 
reported  that  on  the  afternoon  of  Nov.  10, 
a  man  who  appeared  to  be  disabled  en¬ 
tered  the  store  and  asked  her  help  in  pick¬ 
ing  out  a  “birthday  girl  T-shirt.”  She 
showed  him  some  shirts,  he  chose  one, 
and  she  carried  it  to  the  counter. 

The  man  laid  down  a  $20  bill,  and  the 
woman  began  ringing  up  the  purchase. 
After  the  clerk  opened  the  cash  register, 
the  man  inquired  as  to  the  price  of  some 
candles  that  were  sitting  next  to  the  reg¬ 
ister.  While  the  woman  checked,  he 
reached  around  and  grabbed  about  $  1 30 
in  bills  out  of  the  register  and  fled. 

The  man  was  described  as  black,  be¬ 
tween  20  and  25  years  old,  about  6  feet 
tall,  and  weighing  about  220  pounds.  He 
had  black  hair  and  wore  a  goatee,  navy 
blue  velour  sweat  suit,  navy  blue  baseball 
cap,  and  white  shoes.  He  walked  with  his 
right  arm  held  close  to  his  side  and  spoke 
very  slowly. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  9  p.m. 
Tuesday,  Nov.  11,  and  1:36  p.m. 
Wednesday,  Nov.  12;  Church  and 
25th  streets 

The  night  of  Nov.  1 1 ,  someone  stole  a 
1990  burgundy  four-door  Toyota  Camry 
from  where  it  was  parked  near  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Church  and  25th  streets.  The 
car  belongs  to  a  resident  of  the  1 200  block 
of  Church  Street  and  carries  the  Califor¬ 
nia  license  plate  5ABZ365. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  6:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  Nov.  13,  and  noon  Friday, 
Nov.  14;  27th  and  Sanchez  streets 

The  night  of  Nov.  13,  someone  stole  a 
gray  1 989  four-door  Saab  900S  from  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  intersection  at 
27th  and  Sanchez  streets.  The  car  belongs 
to  a  resident  of  the  2100  block  of  Castro 
Street  and  bears  the  California  license 
plate  2PIA160. 

Burglary,  Residence:  Between  8:15 
a.m.  and  7:55  p.m.  Friday,  Nov.  14; 
2100  block  of  Castro  Street 

A  woman  who  lives  in  the  2100  block 
of  Castro  Street  told  police  that  while  she 
was  away  from  her  home  on  Nov.  14, 
someone  broke  her  back  window,  entered 
her  residence,  and  stole  a  Macintosh  G3 
laptop  computer  valued  at  $1,500  from 
her  back  room. 

Burglary,  Residence:  Between  8  a.m. 
and  2  p.m.  Friday,  Nov.  14;  2100 
block  of  Castro  Street 

A  man  residing  in  the  2100  block  of 
Castro  Street  reported  that  while  he  was 
away  from  his  residence  on  Nov.  14, 
someone  smashed  his  sliding  glass  door, 
entered  his  home,  and  took  several  items. 

Stolen  were  a  black  Glock  gun  valued 
at  $615,  taken  from  an  unlocked  safe  in 
the  first-floor  bedroom  closet,  a  silver 
Rolex  watch  valued  at  $3,800,  and  a  cam¬ 
era  valued  at  $2,800. 


» 

To  redeem  this  coupon  j 
please  contact  8 

SaraGrace  Keenan  jj 

Independent  Consultant  t 

415-285-8112  \ 

saragrace@myrabonne.com  j 
http://saragrace@myrabonne.com  j 


Burglary,  Residence:  Between  11  a.m. 
and  8  p.m.  Friday,  Nov.  14;  2100 
block  of  Castro  Street 

A  man  who  lives  in  the  2100  block  of 
Castro  Street  returned  home  Nov.  14  to 
find  someone  had  broken  his  bedroom 
window,  entered  his  house,  and  taken 
several  items.  Stolen  were  miscellaneous 
legal  documents  from  a  bureau  drawer,  a 
Palm  Pilot  PDA  valued  at  $450,  and  an 
IBM  Thinkpad  computer. 

Police  were  able  to  secure  a  dirty  foot¬ 
print  from  a  pillowcase,  on  which  the  sus¬ 
pect  apparently  stepped  while  entering 
the  home. 

Attempted  Robbery  with  Force:  8:30 
p.m.  Friday,  Nov.  14;  29th  and 
Church  streets 

A  3 1  -year-old  Noe  Valley  woman  was 
walking  east  on  29th  Street  toward 
Church,  a  couple  of  yards  behind  her 
friends,  when  she  felt  someone  forcibly 
pulling  on  her  purse.  The  woman  yelled 
to  her  friends,  who  turned  around  and 
started  shouting  at  the  two  male  suspects. 
The  men  ran  northbound  on  Sanchez 
Street  toward  24th  Street. 

Burglary,  Residence:  Between  7:30 
a.m.  and  3:45  p.m.  Tuesday,  Nov.  18; 
unit  block  of  Valley  Street 

A  man  who  lives  in  the  unit  block  of 
Valley  Street  told  police  that  when  he  re¬ 
turned  home  on  the  afternoon  of  Nov.  18, 
he  found  his  sliding  glass  door  open  and 
several  items  missing  from  his  residence. 
Police  determined  that  the  door  had  been 
pried  open. 

Taken  were  a  JVC  DVD  player  valued 
at  $250  and  a  Compaq  laptop  computer 
valued  at  $1,800. 

Theft:  10:30  p.m.  Wednesday,  Nov. 

19;  4000  block  of  24th  Street 

A  27-year-old  Noe  Valley  woman  had 


her  purse  stolen  from  a  24th  Street  bar 
when  she  stepped  outside  for  about  five 
minutes  to  make  a  phone  call. 

The  black  Kenneth  Cole  purse  itself 
was  valued  at  $50.  In  it  were  a  gray 
leather  wallet  valued  at  $10,  a  California 
driver  license,  two  Visa  cards,  an  ATM 
card,  $20  in  cash,  a  Muni  Fast  Pass,  house 
keys,  cosmetics,  and  a  silver  Samsung 
cell  phone  valued  at  $150. 

The  victim  said  that  within  1 0  minutes 
of  discovering  her  purse  stolen,  she  con¬ 
tacted  her  creditors  to  close  her  accounts 
and  was  told  that  the  thief  already  had 
charged  $24  at  Miyabi  Sushi  and  $11  at 
Mecca,  both  local  establishments. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  a.m.  and 
5:30  p.m.  Thursday,  Nov.  20;  26th 
and  Noe  streets 

During  the  day  of  Nov.  20,  someone 
stole  a  1987  cream-colored,  four-door 
Toyota  Camry  from  26th  and  Noe  streets. 
The  car  belongs  to  a  resident  of  the  1200 
block  of  Noe  Street  and  carries  a  Califor¬ 
nia  license  plate  2KMM974. 

Robbery,  Commercial  Establishment: 
8:50  p.m.  Saturday,  Nov.  29;  3800 
block  of  24th  Street 

An  employee  of  a  24th,  Street  donut 
shop  reported  that  she  was  nearing  the 
end  of  her  shift  Nov.  29  when  she  noticed 
the  suspect  enter  the  door.  The  employee 
was  “just  about  to  ask  him  what  he  would 
like”  when  the  man  jumped  toward  the 
counter  and  leaned  over  it. 

The  employee,  who  was  counting  cash 
at  the  end  of  her  shift,  had  the  register 
drawer  open.  The  man  grabbed  money  from 
the  bottom  of  the  drawer,  snatched  the 
cash  tray,  and  took  money  from  the  em¬ 
ployee’s  hand.  The  man  threw  away  the 
tray  before  fleeing  southbound  on  Church 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  21 


furniture  •  home  accents  •  unique  gifts 

FINDecor 

accents  for  modern  living 

findecor.com 

258  Noe  Street  (across  from  Cafe  Flore) 
415.437.6789 


Tina  Lewis  is  at  a  New  Location 

4008  24th  St.  at  Noe 


Wed.,  Thurs. 
and  Friday 

Walk  Ins 
Welcome 

Evening 

appointments 

available 

Cell 

650-302-7572 


Specializing  in 
Cut, 
Color 
and  Perms 

Senior  and 
Children’s 
Discount 
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DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  is  a  full-service  firm 
specializing  in  residential  and  commercial  design. 


Licensed  Architects,  Engineers,  General  Contractors  and 
Certified  Interior  Designers. 

Document  phase  working  with  San  Francisco  Planning 
and  Building  Departments. 

Construction  management  service  and  project  coordination. 

Professional  kitchen  and  bathroom  fixtures  coordinator. 

Construction  services  from  start  to  finish. 

Quality  custom  cabinetry  for  kitchen,  bath,  home  office 
and  entertainment  systems. 

STOR-X™  Organizing  Systems  for  pantry,  closet  and  garage. 

Interior  Design  and  Home  Furnishings.  Furniture  for  home, 
bath  and  kitchen  fixtures,  color  selection,  wall  treatments 
and  draperies. 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 


4291  24th  Street  ■  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  •  Fax:  415.643.8572 


Great  Ideas  Await 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than  "new  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 


SAVE  TODAY 


W% 

OFF 


Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
1 0%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs, 
10%  off  your  deductible. 


J 


Ritchie 

Hallanan 

Real 

Estate 


Right. 

In  the 

Neighborhood 


Were  delighted  to  announce 

LEE  ANN  MONFREDINI 

has  joined  our  firm  as  a  sales  associate.  This  Native  San 
Franciscan,  accomplished  business  woman,  public  servant, 
and  long  time  real  estate  investor  is  a  welcome  addition  to  our 
company  of  real  estate  professionals. 


Ritchie 

Hallanan 

Real  Estate 


Please  contact  Lee  Ann  for 
all  of  your  real  estate  needs! 

415.353.5785 

leeann@  1 800filbert.com 
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Street.  He  made  off  with  about  $290. 

The  employee  said  she  probably  would 
not  be  able  to  identify  the  thief,  and  the 
store’s  video  surveillance  system  was  not 
in  operation  at  the  time. 

Robbery  with  Force;  Aggravated 
Assault;  Resisting  Peace  Officer: 

6  p.m.  Thursday,  Dec.  4;  Chattanooga 
and  23rd  streets 

Police  were  called  to  the  area  on  re¬ 
ports  that  a  “crazy  person”  was  randomly 
attacking  people.  Upon  arriving,  they  saw 
the  suspect  punching  a  man,  who  turned 
out  to  be  a  70-year-old  resident  of  Fair 
Oaks  Street. 

The  first  two  officers  on  the  scene  or¬ 
dered  the  attacker  to  the  ground.  He 
swore  at  them  and  refused  to  cooperate. 
When  officers  grabbed  his  arms  and  tried 
to  place  them  behind  him,  the  man  struck 
one  of  the  officers  with  his  upper  body, 
causing  the  officer  to  hit  her  head  on  a 
wall  and  the  three  of  them  to  tumble  to 
the  ground.  The  two  officers  held  on  to 
the  man  until  two  backup  officers  arrived. 

The  suspect  continued  to  resist  officers 
and  was  unfazed  by  four  jabs  of  a  depart¬ 
ment-issued  baton.  Two  of  the  officers  at¬ 
tempted,  to  use  their  pepper  spray,  but 
both  canisters  malfunctioned.  During  the 
struggle,  the  suspect  continued  to  yell  at  the 
officers.  Additional  units  arrived  and  were 
successful  in  subduing  the  suspect  by  us¬ 
ing  two  interlocking  pairs  of  handcuffs. 

Witnesses  told  police  that  the  man  had 
harassed  or  attacked  several  people,  in¬ 
cluding  an  elderly  Korean  man  who  was 
walking  his  dog,  a  bicyclist,  and  the  70- 
year-old  man  from  Fair  Oaks  Street. 

The  Fair  Oaks  Street  resident  told  po¬ 
lice  that  he  had  been  walking  along  Chat¬ 
tanooga  when  the  unidentified  man  came 
up  behind  him  and  demanded  his  money. 
When  the  man  told  him  he  didn’t  have 
any  money,  the  suspect  punched  him  in 
the  face  several  times  and  then  threw  him 
to  the  ground.  The  suspect  ripped  the  man’s 
watch  off  his  wrist  and  then  kicked  and 
punched  him  in  the  face  a  few  more  times. 

The  victim  was  transported  to  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital  with  a  swollen  and 
bruised  left  cheek.  He  also  was  bleeding 
from  his  nose  and  left  ear. 


Police  arrested  and  booked  the  suspect, 
who  was  determined  to  be  a  39-year-old 
resident  of  the  3500  block  of  20th  Street. 

Theft,  Petty:  5  p.m.  Friday,  Dec.  5; 
3900  block  of  24th  Street 

A  25-year-old  Vista,  Calif.,  man  was 
arrested  on  theft  charges  for  allegedly 
stealing  a  bottle  of  Bacardi  Gold  rum 
from  a  24th  Street  supermarket  at  5  p.m. 
on  Dec.  5.  He  was  detained  by  two  of  the 
store’s  loss  prevention  agents  until  police 
arrived. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  5  p.m.  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  7,  and  3  p.m.  Monday,  Dec. 
8;  Church  and  30th  streets 

Someone  stole  a  1990  silver  two-door 
Toyota  Celica  from  where  it  was  parked 
near  Church  and  30th  streets.  The  car  is 
owned  by  a  resident  of  the  100  block  of 
Day  Street  and  carries  the  California  li¬ 
cense  plate  2TSL633. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  4  p.m.  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  7,  and  8  a.m.  Tuesday,  Dec. 
9;  300  block  of  28th  Street 

A  1991  aqua  two-door  Honda  Civic 
was  stolen  from  the  300  block  of  28th 
Street  between  Dec.  7  and  Dec.  9.  The  car 
belongs  to  a  resident  in  the  same  block 
and  bears  the  California  license  plate 
4AKB306. 

Burglary,  Store:  Between  10:30  p.m. 
Saturday,  Dec.  13,  and  2:22  a.m.  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  14;  3900  block  of  24th 
Street 

In  the  early  hours  of  Dec.  14,  police 
were  called  to  a  24th  Street  liquor  store, 
where  one  of  the  large  windows  had  been 
broken.  Inside,  police  discovered  a  brick 
and  several  items  scattered  about  the  floor. 

The  owners  of  the  store  determined 
that  some  items  were  missing.  The  cash 
register  drawer  was  open,  and  there  was 
no  paper  currency  in  the  till.  Miscella¬ 
neous  coins  were  scattered  on  the  ground 
beneath  the  cash  register. 

When  the  store  closed  the  night  before, 
the  owners  said,  there  was  $1,574  in  the 
cash  register.  Also  missing  were  12  to  14 
bottles  of  alcohol  and  60  to  65  cartons  of 
cigarettes. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  8  a.m. 
Wednesday,  Dec.  17,  and  12:30  p.m. 
Monday,  Dec.  22;  Noe  and  28th 
streets 

Someone  stole  a  2003  white  four-door 
Honda  Civic  hybrid  from  where  it  was 
parked  near  Noe  and  28th  streets  between 
Dec.  17  and  22.  The  car  belongs  to  a  res¬ 
ident  of  the  300  block  of  28th  Street  and 
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carries  the  California  license  plate 
5CVV519. 


Heights  Boulevard  and  bears  the  Califor¬ 
nia  license  plate  1SNT074. 


Burglary,  Apartment  House:  12:30 
p.m.  Friday,  Dec.  19;  100  block  of 
Valley  Street 

Shortly  after  12:30  p.m.  on  Dec.  19, 
police  responded  to  Church  and  Valley 
streets  on  a  report  of  a  man  jumping 
fences  and  running  through  back  yards. 
After  several  minutes  of  searching,  offi¬ 
cers  spotted  the  suspect,  a  3 1  -year-old  San 
Francisco  man,  and  chased  him  on  foot 
on  Valley  Street,  where  he  was  detained. 

Residents  later  told  police  that  they  had 
seen  the  unkempt  man  come  out  of  a 
locked  gate  at  the  apartment  building.  He 
lingered  there  nervously  for  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  and  went  back  inside  the  apartment 
building.  The  residents  then  heard  bang¬ 
ing  sounds  from  inside  the  gate  and  were 
convinced  the  man  was  a  burglar.  Police 
believe  the  sounds  were  made  by  the  man 
propping  a  metal  ladder  against  the  build¬ 
ing,  leading  to  a  window. 

The  neighbors  asked  someone  with  a 
key  to  the  gate  to  open  it  and  went  inside. 
They  could  not  find  the  maiuin  the  halls 
or  doorways,  but  when  they  looked  out  the 
rear  of  the  building,  they  saw  him  running 
through  back  yards  and  jumping  fences. 

One  of  the  building’s  residents  told  of¬ 
ficers  that  about  12:30  p.m.,  a  man 
opened  his  bedroom  door  and  looked  in. 
The  resident  at  first  assumed  he  was  a 
friend  of  another  tenant. .But  the  man’s 
story  didn’t  jibe,  so  the  resident  asked  him 
to  leave. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  1  and  6 
p.m.  Saturday,  Dec.  20;  28th  and 
Douglass  streets 

During  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  20,  some¬ 
one  stole  a  gray  1987  four-door  Olds  Cut¬ 
lass  from  where  it  was  parked  at  28th  and 
Douglass  streets.  The  car  is  owned  by  a 
resident  of  the  5200  block  of  Diamond 


The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Officer 
Lorraine  Lombardo  and  Ingleside  Police 
Officer  Mike  Smith  for  providing  the  in¬ 
cident  reports  for  this  month’s  Police 
Beat.  The  reports  were  summarized  by 
Suzanne  Herel. 


Your  Links  to  the  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  mer¬ 
chants  are  invited  to  attend 
police-community  meetings  held 
monthly  in  the  Mission  and  Ingleside 
police  districts.  The  next  meeting  at 
Mission  Station  will  be  Tuesday,  Feb. 
24,  6  p.m.,  at  630  Valencia  Street  near 
17th  Street.  The  next  Ingleside  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  Tuesday,  Feb.  17,  7  p.m., 
at  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John 
Young  Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of 
San  Jose  Avenue. 

Meanwhile,  those  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  can 
report  recurring  problems  by  phoning 
Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or  e- 
mailing  Captain  Greg  Corrales  at 
gregory_corraies  @ci.sf.ca.us.  (To 
report  anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs, 
or  other  crimes,  call  the  non-traceable 
hotline  at  558-5452.) 

Residents  and  merchants  in  “outer” 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — can  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing 
Captain  Kevin  Dillon  at  kevin_dillon 
@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  (Cell  phone  users,  dial  553- 
8090.)  To  talk  to  San  Francisco  police 
about  a  non-emergency  situation,  call 
553-0123. 


Have  you  had  a  good 
meatball  sandwich  lately? 
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(415)  282-0081 

649  Diamond  Street  at  Elizabeth 

Monday  -  Friday  10:30  -  6:30,  Saturday  10:30  -  4  (Closed  Sunday  and  Holidays) 
Try  our  Meatball  or  Italian  Sausage  sandwiches! 
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8AM-N00N  AT  3861  24TH  STREET 

Between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  streets,  across 
Martha  &  Brothers  Coffee 


Organic  Produce,  Entertainment,  and  Education 

WWW. noevalleyfarmersmarket.com 


C0-SP0NS0REO  BY  THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  NOE  VALLEY  FARMERS’  MARKET 
AND  THE  NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 
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Since  1988 
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Specializing  in  treatments  for  acne,  brown  spots,  uneven  skin  tones, 
fine  lines  and  wrinkles. 

Featuring  Image  Facial  Peels  using  Lactic.  Salicyclic  and  Glycolic  acids. 

We  Perform  Microdermabrasion:  •  Dimmish  the  appearance  of  fine 

lines  wrinkles  and  other  minor  skin 

•  Decrease  the  visible  signs  of 

damage  and 


textures. 


Open  Sun.  —  Mon.  11  —  6 
Tues.  —  Fri.  10  —  8 
Sat.  9:30  —  6:30 


and  Day  Spa 


www.lsaSalon.com 


1401  Castro  St.  (at  Jersey)  S.F.  •  415-641-8948 
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Attention,  Worker  Bees 

The  first  official  meeting  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  Capital  Campaign  Plan¬ 
ning  Committee  is  set  for  Wednesday, 
March  3,  at  6:30  p.m.  Here’s  a  chance  for 
you  to  roll  up  your  sleeves  and  get  in  on 
the  ground  floor  of  a  major  fundraising 
effort  on  behalf  of  our,  local  library. 

San  Francisco  voters  passed  a  $106 
million  bond  measure  to  refurbish  and 
build  neighborhood  branch  libraries  in 
2000,  but  the  bond  funds  are  earmarked 
for  construction,  repairs,  and  building 
improvements  only.  Friends  of  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  has  initiated  a 
capital  campaign  for  each  neighborhood 
library  to  raise  an  additional  $16  million 
(city  wide)  for  computers,  shelves,  chairs, 
tables,  and  other  fixtures  and  equipment. 

The  seismic  retrofit  work  at  the  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  45 1  Jersey 
Street  is  scheduled  to  go  out  to  bid  this 
summer.  So,  the  capital  campaign  will  get 
rolling  soon  to  keep  up  with  the  physical 
renovation,  which  may  take  up  to  two 
years.  If  you’d  like  to  learn  more  about 
the  capital  campaign,  call  Marian  Chat- 
field-Taylor,  the  Friends  of  the  Library’s 
branch  campaign  manager,  at  437-4859. 

Impromptu  Love  Stories 

How  We  First  Met,  a  popular  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day  entertainment,  has  resurfaced 
in  San  Francisco  for  a  limited  engagement 
at  the  Velvet  Lounge  in  North  Beach.  In 
the  show,  which  was  created  by  Noe  Val- 
leyan  Jill  Bourque,  couples  from  the  au¬ 
dience  are  interviewed  on  stage  about 
how  they  met.  Then  a  troupe  of  actors 
recreates  their  love  story  on  the  spot  with 
improvised  songs  and  sketches.  The  the¬ 
ater  work  debuted  in  San  Francisco  on 
Valentine’s  Day  2001,  and  has  since 
charmed  audiences  in  such  places  as  New 
York,  Florida,  Canada,  and  Australia. 

The  show  runs  Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings  from  Feb.  6  through  28.  Open¬ 
ing  night  is  Saturday,  Feb.  7.  Doors  open 
at  7  p.m.,  and  show  time  is  8  p.m.  Tick¬ 
ets  are  $25  for  regular  performances  and 
$35  on  Valentine’s  Day.  The  Velvet 
Lounge,  located  at  443  Broadway,  sells 
alcohol,  so  you  must  be  21  or  over  to  at¬ 
tend.  For  tickets,  go  to  w ww.howwe first- 
met. com  or  call  845-4314. 

Finger-Pickin'  Good 

The  2004  San  Francisco  Bluegrass  & 
Old-Time  Festival  has  scheduled  some 
hot  acts  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
this  month,  including  a  children’s  concert 
featuring  Gayle  Schmitt  and  the  Toodala 
Ramblers.  Five  shows  will  be  held  in  the 
upstairs  sanctuary  of  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry  at  1021  Sanchez  Street. 

The  local  hootin’  and  hollerin’  starts  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  21,  with  two  groups  from 
Colorado — Open  Road,  featuring  tradi¬ 
tional  bluegrass,  and  Uncle  Earl,  playing 
old-time  string-band  music.  The  follow- 
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ing  day,  Sunday,  Feb.  22,  the  popular  San 
Francisco  bluegrass  band  Dark  Hollow 
will  appear  with  the  Lonesome  River 
Band,  contemporary  bluegrass  “heavy- 
hitters”  from  Nashville.  On  Friday,  Feb. 
27,  David  Nelson  (of  New  Riders  of  the 
Purple  Sage  fame)  and  the  Papermill 
Creek  Rounders  will  share  the  stage  with 
two  Bay  Area  groups,  the  Earl  Brothers 
and  Thompsons’  String  Ticklers. 

Headlining  on  Saturday,  Feb.  28,  will 
be  local  legend  Peter  Rowan,  who  played 
with  Bill  Monroe  and  his  Blue  Grass 
Boys  back  in  the  ’60s.  Joining  Rowan 
will  be  the  Bluegrass  Intentions,  another 
Bay  Area  group  with  an  old-time  groove. 

All  these  shows  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $  1 8  in  advance  and  $20  at  the 
door,  except  for  the  Peter  Rowan  concert, 
which  will  run  you  $20  or  $22. 

The  kids’  concert  winds  up  the  10-day 
festival  on  Sunday,  Feb.  29,  at  3  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $8  for  adults,  $5  for  children. 
(The  event  was  very  popular  last  year,  so 
if  you  like  songs  about  biscuits,  bugs,  and 
jumpin’  frogs,  get  your  tickets  early.) 

For  a  full  schedule  of  performances,  in¬ 
cluding  shows  at  the  Great  American  Mu¬ 
sic  Hall,  Cafe  du  Nord,  and  other  Bay 
Area  venues,  visit  www.sfbluegrass.org. 
You  can  buy  tickets  via  the  web  site  or  at 
Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street. 


Come  meet  new  school  board  member 
Heather  Hiles  (and  her  favorite  ice  cream 
scooper,  Bevan  Dufty)  at  a  Feb.  7  party  at 
Isabella’s  Dessert  Cafe  on  24th  Street. 

The  Ice  Cream's  on  Dufty! 

Bevan  Dufty,  our  District  8  supervisor, 
and  Reuel  Baluyot,  the  owner  of  Is¬ 
abella’s  Ice  Cream  &  Dessert  Cafe,  have 
foffnd  a  cool  way  to  introduce  the  city’s 
newest  school  board  member,  Heather 
Hiles,  to  the  neighborhood.  They’re  host¬ 
ing  an  ice  cream  social  on  Hiles’  behalf 
on  Saturday,  Feb.  7,  from  1  to  3  p.m. 

“I  think  Heather  has  a  tremendous  back¬ 
ground,  and  I’m  excited  to  provide  an  in¬ 
formal  opportunity  for  her  to  meet  parents, 
children,  and  neighbors.  It’s  a  great  con¬ 
nection  for  her  to  meet  parents  who  do  so 
much  for  Alvarado,  Lick,  and  Fairmount, 
among  other  great  schools,”  says  Dufty. 
“Remember,  the  ice  cream  is  on  me!” 

Isabella’s  is  at  the  comer  of  Castro  and 
24th  streets.  Call  Dufty ’s  office  at  554- 
6968  or  Isabella’s  at  648-4256,  if  you’d 
like  a  bigger  scoop. 

Young  Women  Rock! 

Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  will  spot¬ 
light  the  authors  of  GirlSource:  A  Book 
by  and  for  Young  Women  about  Relation¬ 
ships,  Rights,  Futures,  Bodies,  Minds, 
and  Souls,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  12.  The 
reading  will  begin  at  6  p.m. 

The  book  is  a  project  of  GirlSource, 
Inc.,  a  nonprofit  group  located  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion  District  that  supports  low-income 
women,  ages  14  to  18,  by  helping  them 
shore  up  their  leadership  and  job  skills. 

“We  hire  young  women  to  create  me¬ 
dia  and  education  products  that  are  per¬ 
sonally  meaningful  and  relevant  to  their 
lives,”  says  Anne  Moses,  a  Noe  Valley 
resident  and  executive  director  of  Girl¬ 
Source.  “Several  years  ago,  we  hired  these 
young  women  to  write  a  health  and  life 
guide  that  we  published  ourselves.  Ten 
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Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs! 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's 
active  market  —  plus  local,  nationwide,  and  international 
marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally 
International  President's  Elite 


53etty  v/aisch,  CRS,  LTG,  SRES 
Broker  Associate 

Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 

11-year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty @  taisch.com 


Expect  the  best. 
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Atlas  Landscapes 

Award  Winning 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Fine  Gardens 


■  Irrigation,  Drainage,  Lighting,  Decks,  Fences 
«  Retaining  Walls,  Hot  Tub  Installation,  Planting 
»  Superb  Masonry  Work 

Phone  415-380-0604  ■  www.AtLands.com 

Ca.  Uc.  562324 


Noe  Valley 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  -  Shingles  -  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 
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4288  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  Ca  941  14 
415.821.7652 
www.fireflyrestaurant.com 
seven  nights  a  week 


“Firefly  offers  the  type  of  experience  that  makes  you  stop 
and  appreciate  that  we  live  in  such  a  great  dining  town.” 
Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle  *  *  * 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


We  now  sell  Primal  and 
Nature's  Variety  raw  diets, 
including  frozen  bones. 


1 45 1  Church  St. ,  San  Francisco 

tel:  4 1 5  282  7385  |  noevalleypet.com 


Homes  for  you  and  your  pets 

24th  street  shopper  since  1982 
Zephyr  broker  since  1991 

Zephyr  top  producer  2002 


Z 

LEE  BENDER 

Ph.D.,  Broker 

drlee@bigplanet.com  zephyr  real  estate 

www.leebender.com  homes  for  you  and  your  pets 

41 5.793 . 6698  cell  4040  24th  Street  //  San  Francisco  CA  94114 


ADOPTION  FAIR 

»  First  Sunday  of  each  month 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
»  Now  accepting  applications" for 
Foster  Homes. 

»  You  can  make  a  difference 
in  one  dog’s  life! 

RocketDog  Rescue 
415-642-4786 

www.rocketdogrescue.com 

RocketDog  Rescue  is  a  501 C3  nonprofit  group 
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Speed  Press  has  recently  republished  it, 
and  that’s  what  this  reading  will  celebrate.” 

Young  women  who  were  involved  in 
the  book  project  and  some  of  the  youths 
now  working  with  GirlSource  will  read 
selections  from  the  book.  Light  refresh¬ 
ments  will  be  served  afterwards. 

For  information  on  GirlSource,  send  an 
e-mail  to  info@girlsource.org,  or  call 
Moses  at  252-8880,  ext.  304.  Cover  to 
Cover  is  at  1307  Castro  Street,  between 
24th  and  Jersey  streets. 

Treasures  Nearby 

The  Marsh,  a  theater  now  celebrating 
its  12th  year  on  Valencia  Street  (and  15th 
in  existence),  is  inaugurating  a  new  series 
called  the  San  Francisco  Treasure  Series, 
and  Noe  Valley’s  resident  satirist,  Char¬ 
lie  Varon,  will  be  the  first  “treasure”  to 
perform,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  1 1 ,  at  8  p.m. 
The  series  showcases  the  work  of  seven 
local  artists,  all  of  whom  have  played  the 
Marsh  and  gone  on  to  achieve  success. 

“It’s  an  incredible  opportunity  to  see 
these  wonderful  performers  who  have  per¬ 
formed  or  been  artists-in-residence  here 
and  are  now  performing  all  over  the  world. 
Many  of  them  will  be  showing  their 
newest  work,”  says  Stephanie  Weisman, 
the  Marsh’s  founder  and  artistic  director. 

Varon  will  perform  his  critically  ac¬ 
claimed  monologue  Visiting  Professor  of 
Pessimism.  Next  up  will  be  comedian 
Marga  Gomez  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  25,  at 
8  p.m.  She’ll  be  doing  the  show  she’ll 
take  to  the  Kennedy  Center  in  March. 
Other  artists  slated  for  the  series  are 
Pamela  Z,  Jeff  Greenwald,  Josh  Kom- 
bluth,  Sara  Felder,  and  the  Joe  Goode  Per¬ 
formance  Group. 


Comedian  Marga  Gomez  will  return  to  the 
Marsh  on  Valencia  Street  Feb.  25  to 
workshop  what  she  calls  a  “Latino  show-biz 
dysfunctional  family  saga.” 

Tickets  for  each  show  are  $25  to  $50, 
sliding  scale,  or  $125  for  the  seven-per¬ 
formance  series.  To  buy  tickets  or  learn 
more  about  the  Marsh,  located  at  1062 
Valencia  Street,  call  826-5750  or  visit 
www.  the  marsh  .org. 

Sizzle  in  February 

The  26th  annual  Camaval  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  a  two-day  celebration  of  food,  mu¬ 
sic,  dance,  and  artistry,  will  take  place 
Memorial  Day  weekend,  culminating  in 
a  grand  parade  through  the  Mission  Dis¬ 
trict  on  Sunday,  May  30.  But  Camaval 
season’s  kickoff  event,  the  Fat  Tuesday 
Mardi  Gras  &  Crab  Festival,  is  happen¬ 
ing  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  24,  from  8  p.m.  to  1 
a.m.,  at  the  Roccapulco  Supper  Club. 

Fat  Tuesday’s  festival  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers  with  support  from  San  Fran¬ 


cisco’s  Grants  for  the  Arts  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Arts.  Loco 
Bloco,  an  intergenerational  drum  and 
dance  ensemble,  will  headline.  The  group 
is  known  for  its  Vibrant  dancers,  funky 
horns,  booming  beats,  and  stilt  walkers. 
Also  entertaining  will  be  the  Bayonics 


Carnaval  season  kicks  off  this  year  with  a 
Fat  Tuesday  Mardi  Gras  &  Crab  Festival  on 
Feb.  24  at  the  Roccapulco  Supper  Club. 


and  DJ  Papi  Chocolate.  What’s  on  the 
menu?  Crab  enchiladas. 

Tickets  for  this  event  are  $12.  You  can 
get  them  by  phone  at  the  Carnaval  hot¬ 
line,  920-0125,  or  online  at  www. car  - 
navalsf.com.  All  proceeds  will  benefit 
youth  education  programs  for  local  drum 
and  dance  ensembles.  The  Roccapulco 
Supper  Club  is  located  at  3140  Mission 
Street  at  Precita  Avenue. 

Support  for  Dads 

When  Lawrence  Shweky  became  a  dad 
just  over  a  year  ago,  he  was  surprised  to 
find  that  our  child-friendly  neighborhood 
did  not  have  a  support  group  for  new  fa¬ 
thers.  Rather  than  complain,  he  decided 
to  start  one  himself. 

“I  thought  the  idea  had  merit  in  terms 
of  the  numbers  of  dads  I  see  walking 
around  on  24th  Street,  seeming  to  have  a 
great  time  with  their  little  ones,”  he  notes. 
He  envisioned  a  place  where  dads  could 
share  their  accomplishments  and  chal¬ 
lenges,  “and  just  their  day-to-day  experi¬ 
ence  of  fatherhood.” 

The  New  Dads  Group  welcomes  fa¬ 
thers  of  any  age,  orientation,  or  experi¬ 
ence  level,  and  meets  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Thursday  of  the  month,  from  7  to 
8:30  p.m.,  at  Natural  Resources,  816  Di¬ 
amond  Street,  between  24th  and  Jersey 
streets.  “We’ll  typically  start  with  a 
check-in  to  §ee  how  everyone’s  doing,” 
says  Shweky,  “and  then  identify  one  or 
two  key  topics  that  we’ll  focus  on  for  that 
particular  evening.  It  could  be  career/ 
family  balance,  getting  a  good  night’s 
sleep,  relationship  issues,  or  a  child  de¬ 
velopment  issue.” 

The  group  meets  on  a  drop-in  basis,  $5 
per  meeting.  Need  more  info?  Call 
Shweky  at  550-8369. 

This  month’s  Short  Takes  were  written 
by  Laura  McHale  Holland. 
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Attractive 

Edwardian  Building 

546  Bartlett  •  $419,000 

Beautifully  Remodeled  2  Bedroom  Unit.  Renovated 
w /modem  conveniences.  One  car  garage.  In-unit 
laundry  room.  Luxury  finishes.  Hdwd  firs.  Eat- 
in  kitchen  w/maple  cabinetry,  granite  countertops, 
gas  stove.  Large  bathroom  w/quality  stone  work. 
Close  to  fashionable  restaurants  &  transportation. 


Ferry  and  Tami  Fanelli 

18.0120  or  415.338.0129 


Sunny  &  Bright! 

5177  Diamond  Heights  #115  •  $439,000 

Beautiful  2BR/2BA  condo  with  newly  remodeled 
kitchen  (new  appliances,  counters,  cabinets, 
floor).  Newly  remodeled  baths.  Sunny  deck  off 
dining  room.  Light-filled  and  very  spacious!  One 
car  deeded  parking  in  garage.  This  is  a  great 
starter  home.  Must  see!  Won't  last! 


Reid  Rankin 

415.338.0220 

San  Francisco  Lakeside 
2633  Ocean  Avenue 
415.334.1880 
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Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


T  he  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 


•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/ Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 

1782  Church  Sr.,  San  Francisco  *  415.6* 


Savor 

The 

Qt 

Flavor 

(415) 

1500 

282-0919 

Church  Street 
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Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677*Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


SchweD 


CONSTRUCTION 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


Member: 

/  - 
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SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  941 1 4 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue _green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


CARTY 

MOVING 

415-831-8301 

NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL  OR  TOO  LARGE 

Experts  at  hoisting  what  doesn’t  fit 
through  doors  and  stairways. 

Piano  moving  specialists. 

Last  minute  moves  welcome. 
Full  packing  and  unpacking 
service  available. 

Loading/Unloading  of  rental  trucks. 

CALT  189107  •  INSURED  PL  &  PD 


RENTALS 


SALES 

Mullins  &  Company 

EET.  ,974 

.  .  ___  •  . 

Timothy  R.  Mullins 


> ' •  < .  y 


Sales  Associate 


700  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


OFFICE  415-824-6330 
FAX  415-824-0622 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 


Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1990 

415  821  3760 


Jmy 

L  -  '7  i 
ml 

SCAPE  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  725050 


www.jmoyerlandscaping.  com 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


NEW  SHIPMENT  OF  THAI.  LAO  &  CAMBODIAN  SILK  TEXTILES 
EXPLORE  WWW.SUMAIMPORTS.COM  ON-LINE  INVENTORY 


1 224  Ninth  Avenue,  San  Francisco 
tel  415.759.7862,  www.sumaimports.com 


HANDPICKED  DECORATIVE  ARTS  &  FINE  FURNISHINGS  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 


Xl/iMA 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  HOME 


♦  ARCHITECTURE 

♦  INTERIOR  DESIGN 

♦  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


NO  CHARGE  FOR  FIRST  CONSULTATION 
P#?MIT  EXPEDITING  AVAILABLE  r 


vox:  415.  695.  2700 
seadot@pacbell.net 
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This  V  That 

By  Laura  McHale  Holland 


We  have  a  new  gem  on  Diamond 
Street,  and  he’s  named  Gabriel 
Isaac  Pena.  He  weighed  in  at 
8  pounds,  2  ounces,  on  Dec.  14,  2003,  at 
California  Pacific  Medical  Center,  and  he’s 
already  an  international  traveler.  In  Jan¬ 
uary  he  flew  with  his  mom  and  dad,  Ar¬ 
turo  and  Ana  Maria  Pena,  to  Toronto  to 
visit  Arturo’s  sister.  “I  work  for  United  [Air¬ 
lines],  so  for  us  travel  is  easy,”  says  Ana 
Maria,  who  is  on  maternity  leave  from  her 
human  resources  position  until  June. 

Little  Gabriel  will  most  likely  go  south 
of  the  border  before  long,  too.  Ana  Maria 
hails  from  Santa  Clara,  but  her  parents 
were  born  in  Colombia,  and  they  retired 
there  several  years  ago.  Arturo  was  bom 
in  Peru,  and  while  his  father  is  deceased, 
his  mother  still  lives  there.  Maria’s  dad 
visited  San  Francisco  to  meet  Gabriel  in 
person,  but  the  tyke’s  grandmothers  have 
only  seen  snapshots.  Based  on  those,  each 
side  of  the  family  has  a  different  idea  of 
which  parent  Gabriel  resembles. 

“My  husband  and  I  look  very  similar, 
with  dark  hair,  thick  eyebrows,  and  a  fair 
complexion.  People  often  say  we  look 
like  brother  and  sister,  so  my  husband’s 
side  of  the  family  thinks  the  baby  looks 
like  him,  and  my  side  of  the  family  thinks 
the  baby  looks  like  me,”  Ana  Maria  says 
with  a  chuckle. 

Gabriel,  who  was  “three  years  in  the 
making,”  engages  the  world  with  his  great 
big  eyes,  but  spends  most  of  his  time  in 
typical  newborn  fashion:  eating  and  nap¬ 
ping.  The  season’s  cold,  damp  weather 
has  hampered  his  travels  around  the 
neighborhood. 


Gabriel  Isaac  Pena,  who  arrived  on  Diamond 
Street  Dec.  14,  2003,  decided  to  snooze 
through  January’s  cloudy  and  wet  weather. 


“We  have  lots  of  places,  like  Martha’s 
on  24th  Street,  that  we  like  to  patronize,” 
says  Ana  Maria.  “I  can’t  wait  until  spring 
when  it’ll  be  easier  to  take  our  baby  out.” 

Imagine  a  world  where  childbirth  is  a 
relic  of  the  past  because  everyone  is  a 
clone  and  everyone’s  life  partner  is  his  or 
her  identical  clone — everyone,  that  is,  ex¬ 
cept  one  last  lonely  woman.  This  is  the 
setup  for  Alexandra  (“Alex”)  and  Kurt 
Nangle’s  18-minute  film  Only  You  Can 
Be  Me,  which  will  be  shown  this  month 
as  part  of  the  San  Francisco  Independent 
Film  Festival.  The  sci-fi  fantasy  will  have 
three  screenings — on  Sunday,  Feb.  8,  at 
noon;  Thursday,  Feb.  12,  at  5  p.m.;  and 
Friday,  Feb.  13,  at  5  p.m. — at  the  Roxie 
Cinema  on  16th  Street. 

Starring  in  the  film  are  local  actress 
Cameron  Galloway  and  identical  twins 
James  and  John  Reichmuth,  who  are 
members  of  the  sketch  comedy  group 
Kasper  Hauser.  The  Nangles  also  enlisted 
the  talents  of  14  sets  of  identical  twins. 
“Everybody  involved  was  from  the  Bay 
Area,  including  actors  and  workers,  ex¬ 
cept  for  two  of  the  guys  [twins].  They 
were  from  Los  Angeles,  because  we 
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Starting  February  1st, 
over  40  pieces  of 
furniture  will  get  $10 
cheaper  each  day, 
until  sold. 

Don’t  wait  another  day 
just  to  save  $10. 
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OPEN  DAILY 

415.206.9838 

wanted  a  set  of  fathers,  and  they  were 
very  hard  to  find,”  says  Alex. 

The  Nangles  co-wrote,  directed,  and 
produced  Only  You  Can  Be  Me.  But  nei¬ 
ther  Kurt  nor  Alexandra  went  to  film 
school.  Alex  was  an  English  major  at 
Stanford  University  and  was  also  active 
in  theater.  She  subsequently  started  her 
own  theater  group,  Inside  Out  Theater. 
Kurt  was  a  biology  major  at  U.C.  Irvine, 
and  thought  he  might  be  a  doctor  one  day. 

But  each  was  bitten  by  the  film  bug, 
and  they  met  while  working  on  a  film 
crew  in  Taos,  New  Mexico.  She  got  the 
bulk  of  her  experience  as  a  film  editor. 
Kurt  earned  his  stripes  being  everything 
from  gaffer  to  photography  director.  “I 
think  there  are  different  paths  to  the  same 
goal,  and  for  both  Kurt  and  myself,  we 
just  learned  by  doing,”  Alex  says. 

Because  they  thoroughly  enjoy  work¬ 
ing  together,  the  Nangles  formed  their 
own  film  company.  One  Block  View  Pro¬ 
ductions.  “The  idea  behind  that,”  says 
Alex,  “is  that  every  story  you  can  tell  is 
encapsulated  in  one  city  block.  We  came 
up  with  the  name  when  we  were  living  in 
Los  Angeles,  and  our  block  was  very  dy¬ 
namic,  with  all  these  Russian  immigrants, 
and  lots  of  interesting  people.” 

The  couple,  who  were  married  in  1 997, 
do  more  than  make  films  together  at  their 
24th-  Street  home  and  studio.  They  also 
care  for  their  sons,  3-year-old  Caleb  and 
3-month-old  Sam.  “We  are  working  as  a 


team  on  all  fronts.  For  this  short  film  we 
were  co-directors.  Probably  for  our  next 
project  Kurt  will  be  the  director,  and  I’ll 
help  in  whatever  capacity  I  have  time  for. 
I’m  concentrating  on  motherhood  right 
now,”  she  says. 

The  Nangles  hope  the  success  of  Only 
You  Can  Be  Me,  at  this  and  other  film  fes¬ 
tivals,  will  lead  to  funding  for  a  larger  proj¬ 
ect.  For  more  information  on  the  film,  visit 
www.onlyyoucanbeme.com.  For  details  on 
the  festival  itself,  go  to  www.sfindie.com. 

Another  talented  neighbor  (and  Stan¬ 
ford  grad)  in  the  news  is  David  Teng.  A 
resident  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  since 
2002,  Teng  plays  a  showgirl  in  Les 
Fauxlies  Fantastique,  an  1 1 -member  mu¬ 
sic  and  dance  revue  modeled  after  the  no¬ 
torious  Moulin  Rouge  in  Paris.  (Prepare 
to  be  wowed  by  feathers  and  sequins.) 

Les  Fauxlies  began  a  month-long  run 
at  the  Actor’s  Theater  downtown  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  and  will  open  at  Venue  9,  at 
252  Ninth  Street,  on  Feb.  5.  The  show  will 
play  there  through  March  7. 

“There’s  nothing  like  it  in  the  Bay 
Area,”  observes  Teng.  “It’s  original  and 
entertaining ....  Everyone  is  having  a  good 
time  exploring  gender  identities  and  dif¬ 
ferent  aspects  of  men’s  and  women’s  roles. 
It’s  fun  and  positive.  If  the  audience  takes 
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BLISS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

B  4026  24th  St.  j 
«  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


SF  LIVE  ARTS  PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


At  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd 
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pickPocket  ensemble  &  the  Toids 

8:15  p.m. 
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A  special  Valentine’s  concert  with  BOX  Set  DUO 
8:15  p  m.  plus  special  guests 

Box  Set  Duo 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

BLUEGRASS 


&  OLD-TIME 

FESTIVAL 


Sun. 
Feb.  22 


Fri. 

Feb.  27 


Open  Road,  Uncle  Earl,  Another  Day 

7:30  p.m. 

|The  Lonesome  River  Band,  Dark  Hollow 

7:30  p.m. 

|The  Papermill  Creek  Rounders  with  David  Nelson 

7:30  p.m.  The  Earl  Brothers, Thompson’s  String  Ticklers 

Peter  Rowan,  The  Bluegrass  Intentions 

7:30  p.m. 

A  Children’s  Concert  with  Gayle  &  The  Toodala  Ramblers 

3:00  p.m. 


29 


Singer,  Songwriter,  performer  extraordinaire  Clatidia  Schmidt 

7:30  p.m. 


All  ages  welcome!  •  Call  415-454-5238  for  information 
Seniors  over  65  and  children  under  12  get  $2  off  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only. 

Advance  tickets  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 

A  Project  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


www.noevalleymusicseries.com 
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Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  HendeC  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hendelj  Real  Estate  Agent 
Top  Producer  -  President’s  Circle 


(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 

www.CAMoves.com/daniel.hendel 

Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


PAXTON  GATE 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

In  addition  to  irrigation,  lighting  and  maintenance, 
we  specialize  in  stonework  (fountains,  paths,  ponds, 
and  walls),  fine  construction  (fencing,  trellises, 
decks, 'retaining  walls,  and  furniture),  unique  plant 
selection,  and  most  of  all,  making  creative  use  of 
small  spaces. 


Visit  our  showroom  and  retad 
store  at  '824  Valencia  St.,  log 

on  to  paxton-gate.com,  or  call 

415-824-1872. 

Mention  this  ad  for  a  free  consultation. 


Always  good,  always  affordable! 


Dinner  and  Weekend  Brunch 
24t}1  Street  atOastro 
285-5598  call  for  hours 


PAPER 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 

All  Counter  Cards  50%  Off 
Year  Round! 

UP  TO  75%  OFF! 

Cards  •  Gift  Bags  •  Party  Goods  •  Favors  •  Balloons 
Ribbons  •  Pinatas  •  Decorations  •  Frames  •  Photo  Albums 
Stickers  •  Plush  Animals  •  Holiday  Merchandise 
Toys  and  Gifts  •  Stationery  •  Bulk  Paper  Goods 

Valentine's  Day  Cards  and  Gifts 


Giant  2004  Calendar  Sale! 
Over  100  titles  -  $2.95  each 

OR  FOUR  FOR  $10 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday,  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 

Sunday,  Noon  -  4  p.m. 

1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street,  next  to  Walgreen's)  415-643-9954 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions  kitchens  baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  AIA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648.1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


A:  Make  her  a  necklace  from 

ForI^eadIn  ' 

1195  Church  St.  at  24th 
(415)  641-1414 

(Our  staff  is  trained  to  help  you  create 
a  masterpiece  within  your  budget.) 
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This  V  That 
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that  away  from  the  show,  we  hope  they’ll 
think  this  should  be  okay  in  everyday  life, 
not  just  in  the  theater,”  he  reflects. 

Teng  performed  in  his  high  school’s 
musical  theater  productions  and  in  a 
singing  group  in  college.  After  gradua¬ 
tion,  he  dove  right  into  community  the¬ 
ater,  including  Ray  of  Light  Theater  here 
in  San  Francisco.  Les  Fauxlies  Fantas- 
tique  is  a  departure  for  him.  “The  show 
has  been  a  big  learning  curve  for  me  per¬ 
sonally  because  this  is  the  first  time  where 
dance  is  my  primary  role  and  where  we 
perform  so  regularly — at  least  four  to  five 
shows  per  week,”  he-says. 

Despite  his  status  as  a  professional 


performer,  Teng  hasn’t  quit  his  day  job  at 
the  San  Francisco  Symphony.  “I’m  a  pro¬ 
grammer,  and  it’s  nice  to  combine  my  ed¬ 
ucation,  which  is  in  computer  science, 
with  a  job  that  allows  me  to  be  very  much 
involved  in  the  arts.” 

For  details  about  Les  Fauxlies  Fantas- 
tique,  visit  www.aaaahz.com. 

Computer  science  played  a  role  in  the 
Golden  Jubilee  Reunion  of  the  St.  Philip’s 
Grammar  School  Class  of  1953.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  reunion’s  organizing  commit¬ 
tee  communicated  with  each  other  via  e- 
mail,  not  by  phone.  They  also  relied  on 
the  Internet,  personal  contacts,  and  good 
old-fashioned  legwork,  such  as  going 
down  to  City  Hall  to  check  marriage 
records  to  locate  former  classmates. 

The  efforts  resulted  in  22  out  of  39 
graduates  gathering  at  their  alma  mater  on 
Elizabeth  Street  last  October.  Twenty- 
eight  members  were  contacted,  but  six 


The  St.  Philip’s  “girls”  who  attended  their  50th  reunion  last  fall  were  (left  to  right,  back  row) 
Connie  Aguilar  Hooper,  Carol  Mikelson  Cutler,  Carla  Bruno  Cukar,  Rose  Mary  Toohey 
Campbell,  Arlene  Musante  Ciccarelli,  Mary  Ellen  Baumann  Rogers,  Shirley  Mullins 
Macpherson,  and  Gwen  Register  Brandt;  ( front  row)  Carol  Read  Buzzo  and  Mary  Galvin  Baker. 


The  “boys”  at  the  Class  of  1953  Golden  Jubilee  were  (left  to  right)  Andrew  Cereghino,  Bob 
Pent,  Wally  Caldwell,  Larry  Dunnigan,  Norbert  Osterholt,  Frank  Kitchell,  Bob  Crowley,  Ray 
Olson,  and  Rick  O’Keefe.  Also  at  the  event  but  not  available  for  picture-taking  were  James 
Mona,  John  Holthaus,  and  Joe  Hume.  Photos  courtesy  of  Carol  Buzzo 


could  not  attend  the  reunion  because  of 
prior  commitments.  Sadly,  five  members 
of  the  class  are  deceased,  and  six  could 
not  be  located.  Most  alums  are  still  living 
in  the  Bay  Area,  but  some  came  to  the  re¬ 
union  from  as  far  away  New  Jersey  and 
Washington,  D.C.  Only  one  class  mem¬ 
ber  still  lives  in  St.  Philip’s  Parish. 

“It  was  the  most  amazing  thing,”  says 
Carol  Buzzo,  one  of  the  event  organiz¬ 
ers.  “What  surprised  me  was  that  as  soon 
as  we  saw  each  other,  even  though  we 
hadn’t  seen  each  other  in  50  years,  we 
went  right  up  and  started  to  talk.  There 
wasn’t  anything  strange.  We  grew  up  to¬ 
gether,  so  it  was  like  meeting  a  relative.” 

The  reunion  consisted  of  a  walk 
through  the  school,  a  special  mass  at  the 
church,  and  then  dinner  at  a  restaurant  in 
the  Sunset  District.  Reminiscing  about 
the  strict  but  caring  nuns  who  taught 
them,  first  crushes,  marching  into  school 
each  day  to  the  tunes  of  John  Philip 
Sousa,  eccentric  neighborhood  charac¬ 
ters,  and  signs  of  the  era  such  as  P.F.  Flyers 
high-tops,  roller  skate  keys,  and  45  RPM 
records  lifted  everyone’s  spirits.  The 
highlight  was  finding  out  what  everyone 
had  been  up  to  for  the  last  half-century. 

“Right  after  dinner  when  we  were  hav¬ 
ing  our  desserts,  everyone  stood  up  in 
turn  and  talked  about  themselves  and 


what  they’d  been  doing.  It  was  very  mov¬ 
ing.  One  man  mentioned  that  this  was  the 
best  night  he’d  ever  had.  It  was  really 
nice,”  says  Buzzo. 

She  adds  that  St.  Philip’s  former  class¬ 
mates  aren’t  going  to  wait  another  50 
years  for  their  next  reunion.  Now  that 
they’ve  broken  the  ice,  they  figure  two 
years  will  be  just  about  the  right  interval 
between  reunions. 

So  consider  this  the  next  time  you  see 
children  heading  to  school  with  back¬ 
packs  slung  over  their  shoulders.  They 
may  meet  in  2054  and  remember  some  of 
us  as  the  characters  who  peopled  their 
beloved  old  neighborhood. 

Do  you  have  some  inspiring  personal 
news,  achievements,  or  milestones  to  share 
with  your  neighbors?  Contact  us  by  e- 
mailing  thisnthat@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Or  if  it’s  more  convenient,  leave  a  mes¬ 
sage  at  415-821-3324  or  write  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  ■ 


Twenty-two  out  of  39  members  of  the  Class  of  1953  from  St.  Philip’s  School  on  Elizabeth 
Street  attended  a  reunion  in  October.  This  is  what  they  looked  like  in  seventh  grade  (1952). 


4037  24th  street 
san  Francisco,  ca 

415.641.4407 


Your  Comfort 
Means  the 
World  To  Us 

Replacing  your  tired  old 
windows  with  our  new 
double-paned  windows  will: 

•  Reduce  Noise,  Drafts  and 
Condensation 

•  Improve  the  Energy  Efficiency 
of  your  home 

•  Improve  the  Appearance  of 
your  home,  and... 

MAKE  YOUR  HOME  MORE 
COMFORTABLE! 


License  #440356 

ISoveEnergyi 

COMPANY  I  * 

Family  Owned  for  20  Years 


o 


Independently  Rated 
Highest  in  Quality 


CaH  today  and  get  Free  Self-Cleaning  Glass! 

415.824.6010 


Tues.  Wed.  &  Fri  @  7:30  p.m. 
41  5.585.91  61 
www.kadampas.org 


KADAMPA  BUDDHISM 


-  IN  TFC  BAY  AREA - 
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NOE  VALLEY 

Make  it  Yours 


Call  Dan  Gregg  415.229.1219 

Noe  Valley  Resident  for  30  years 

Whether  it’s  residential  homes,  new  construction, 
investment  property  or  a  live/work  loft,  we  can 
help  you. 


Shany  Suzanne  Dan 


I  work  with  Suzanne 
Gregg,  and  we  are 
at  your  service  for 
all  your  real  estate 
needs. 

Please  call  or  visit 
our  website  to  find 
out  more. 

www.lnvestSF.com 


ATRI 


COLDUJGLL 
BANKER  □ 


MBE 


1  fed'' 

.i 

Mailbox  Rentals 
Color  Copies 
UPS  /  FEDEX  /  DHL 
Fax  and  Copies 


Lamination  and  Binding 
Custom  Packing 
Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 


Shipping  and  Moving  Supplies 


■?!  -»*1  Express  Saver: 

3-Day  Guaranteed 
Service  with  Federal  Express 


MAILBOXES  ETC0 

4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


Thank  You 

- 

for  Your 

Noe  Valley 

r 

Support! 

Specializing  in  Curry 

Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  —  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  -  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  Valentine’s  Day  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 


_ 


Our  Crafty  Creators 

Can  design  and  produce  your  newspaper  advertising. 

Call  239-1114 


we  art  as  rn.etlc.ui ous  ns  uou  are! 

PallA,tllAr0 

Wontan-owned  ^  operated 
ziy-  years'  experience 
Interior  exterior  expert  painting 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  Insured 

'  41 5-864-7400 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2004  3 1 


INTRODUCING 
BIGGER  SAVINGS. 
BIGGR  REWARDS. 


Thousands  of  Low/Cala  Bell  Club 
Prices  Every  Day 

From  our  exclusive  California 
Brand  Beef  to  the  national 
brands  you've  grown  up  with, 

Cala/Bell  Club  brings  you 
bigger  savings  up  and  down 
every  aisle. 


FIRST  im  savings,  first  rewards. 


n 


Cala/Bell  Club  Sweepstakes 

Every  time  you  use  your  Cala/Bell  Club  Card, 
you're  automatically  entered  for  a  chance  to  win 
in  our  exclusive  sweepstakes  and  giveaways. 


Double  Coupons 
Every  Day 

Every  single  day,  Cala/Bell  Club 
brings  you  extra  savings  ^ 
by  doubling  the  value  of 
all  your  manufacturer's  coupons 
up  to  $1. 


ar  <r 

r  # 


Wine  Club  Rewards 

Accumulate  $100  in 
Cala/Bell  Club  spending  on  750 
mL  bottles  of  wine  and  you'll 
receive  a  certificate  good  for 
$10  off  your  next  wine 
purchase  of  $10  or  more. 

Free  Movie 
Ticket  Offers 

Special  Cala/Bell  Club  accumulator 
programs  can  earn  you  and  your 
family  free  tickets  to  the  year's 
hottest  movies. 


•1% 


ji  i  \  V 

M  l.  \  \  ''s 

i  #  Y*V 

7  ■  1. 


Exclusive  Savings  All  Over  Tow* 

From  dream  vacations  to  entertainment  and 
clothing,  Cala/Bell  Club  brings  you  exclusive 
savings  outside  the  store,  too. 


Exclusive  Pet  Club  Savings 

Accumulate  $100  in  Cala  Bell/Club  spending  on 
pet  supplies  and  you'll  receive  a  certificate  good 
for  $  9  off  your  next  purchase. 


Never  Worry  About 
Lost  Keys  Again 

If  keys  are  found  and  turned  into 
Cala  Foods  or  Bell  Markets, 
we  can  return  them  to 
their  owner. 


Plus  Double  Coupons  Every  Day! 
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NOW:  The  30th  Street  Senior  Center 
needs  VOLUNTEERS  to  help  make 
patchwork  blankets  for  abused  and 
neglected  women  and  children.  For  . 
information  call  550-2214. 

NOW:  The  Retired  and  Senior  Volun¬ 
teer  Program  (RSVP)  trains  TUTORS  55 
years  and  up  to  help  in  city  elementary 
schools.  731-3335. 

FEB.  1  -7:  Artist  Ben  Wood  projects 
digital  images  of  Mission  Dolores’  hid¬ 
den  ALTARPIECE  PAINTINGS  on  the 
interior  dome  of  the  Basilica  Church. 
Mon. -Sat.,  10am-4pm;Sun.,  1:30— 
4  pm.  Dolores  at  16th. 

FEB.  1  -29:  A  VALENTINE  ART  SHOW, 
“Psst,  Hey!  Be  Mine,”  includes  artists 
from  Chatterbox  Gallery  and  Creativity 
Explored.  Reception  Sat.,  Feb.  14, 4-7 
pm.  1185  Church  St.  647-0900. 

FEB.  1  -29:  See  Jane  Run  Sports 
sponsors  a  free  5K  FUN  RUN/WALK, 
Sundays  at  10  am.  Meet  at  3870  24th 
St.  401-8338. 

FEB.  1  &  MARCH  7:  Rocket  DOG 
RESCUE  will  show  off  adoptable  dogs 
in  front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate.  Noon-4 
pm.  4040  24th  St.  642-4786. 

FEB.  2:  See  Jane  Tri,  a  12-  to  15-week 
TRIATHLON  TRAINING  program  for 
beginners,  aims  for  the  May  1 5  Napa 
Sprint  Tri.  An  intermediate  training  pro¬ 
gram  begins  Feb.  23.  For  information 
and  registration,  call  401-8338  or  go  to 
www.seejanerunsports.com. 

FEB.  2:  Stacy  Kinkade-Erickson  leads 
a  three-session  class  in  HYPNO¬ 
BIRTHING.  Natural  Resources,  816  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  Call  550-2611  for  info. 

FEB.  2:  Episcopal  Bishop  William 
Swing  discusses  the  United  Religious 
Initiative  (in  an  even  Monday  program) 
at  the  ODD  MONDAY  SERIES  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  7  pm;  no-host  supper  at 


Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm.  1 021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

FEB.  2-27:  Chris  Sequeira  holds 
classes  in  T'AI  CHI  on  Mon.  and  Tues., 
6-7:30  pm,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.;  Wed.  and  Fri.,  10:15 
am-noon,  at  Upper  Douglass  Park. 
415-773-8185  or  650-756-6857. 

FEB.  3, 10  &  17:  Preschool  STORY 
TIME,  a  read-aloud  program  for  chil¬ 
dren  3  to  5,  begins  at  10  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

FEB.  3, 10, 17  &  24:  FAMILY  STO¬ 
RYTIME  at  the  Glen  Park  Library  begins 
at  10:30  am;  on  Feb.  3  and  1 7,  films 
will  be  shown  at  11  am.  653  Chenery 
St.  337-4740. 

FEB.  4:  CRAIG  A.  NEWMARK,  founder 
of  craigslist.org,  discusses  his  web  site 
in  a  luncheon  sponsored  by  the  USF 
MBA  Alumni  Society.  12:45-1:30  pm. 
The  Carnelian  Room,  55  California  St. 
Reservations  mandatory;  call  422-6431. 
FEB.  5:  A  book  party  for  Mark  Bittner’s 
The  WILD  PARROTS  of  Telegraph  Hill 
(A  Love  Story. . .  With  Wings)  will  be 
held  at  the  Bohemia  Lounge,  1624  Cali¬ 
fornia  St.,  from  5  to  8:15  pm.  Judy  Irv¬ 
ing’s  documentary  feature  about  Bittner 
and  the  parrots  premieres  at  the 
Lumiere  Theater,  1572  California  St.,  at 
7  and  9  pm.  362-2420. 

FEB.  5:  A  PREGNANCY  LOSS  support 
group  is  led  by  childbirth  educator 
Summer  Anderason.  7-9  pm.  Natural 
Resources,  81 6  Diamond  St.  550-261 1 . 
FEB.  5-15:  The  sixth  annual 
INDIEFEST  features  the  film  short  Only 
You  Can  Be  Me  by  Noe  Valley  residents 
Alexandra  and  Kurt  Nangle,  on  Feb.  8  at 
noon  and  Feb..  12  and  13  at  5  pm.  Roxie 
Cinema,  31 1 7 1 6th  St.  For  the  full  pro¬ 
gram,  call  820-3907. 


FEB.  5-MARCH  14:  Parisian-style 
CABARET  Les  Fauxlies  Fantastique  fea¬ 
tures  Noe  Valley  resident  and  gender 
illusionist  David  Teng.  Evening  and 
Sunday  afternoon  performances;  call  for 
times.  Venue  9, 252  9th  St.  626-2169. 

FEB.  5-MARCH  18:  PAINTINGS  by 
David  Bienkowski  are  on  display  at  the 
Blue  Room  Gallery.  Wed.— Sat.,  1  -9 
pm;  reception  Feb.  5, 6-9  pm.  2331 
Mission  St.,  282-8411. 

FEB.  6:  DOCUMENTARY  FILM 
Straight  Outta  Hunters  Point  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  discussion  with  director 
Kevin  Epps,  in  a  program  sponsored  by 
the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  and  the  S.F. 
Bay  View  Newspaper.  6  pm,  hearty 
snacks;  6:30  pm  screening.  New  Col¬ 
lege  Cultural  Center,  766  Valencia  St. ' 
864-1278  or  671-0449. 


“Heart  Head”  by  Peter  Cordova  will  be 
among  the  works  displayed  at  a  month¬ 
long  Valentine’s  art  show  at  Chatterbox 
Gallery  on  Church  Street. 

FEB.  6-28:  The  audience-participa¬ 
tion  ROMANTIC  COMEDY  How  We 
First  Met,  written  by  Noe  Valleyan  Jill 


Bourque,  is  performed  Fridays  and  Sat¬ 
urdays  at  8  pm.  The  Velvet  Lounge,  443 
Broadway,  845-4314. 

FEB.  7:  The  American  Heart  Associa¬ 
tion  will  teach  an  infant  and  CHILD  CPR 
workshop  at  Natural  Resources.  9  am- 
1  pm.  816  Diamond  St.  550-2611. 

FEB.  7:  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  spon¬ 
sors  an  ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL  to  intro¬ 
duce  school  board  member  Heather 
Hiles.  1  -3  pm.  Isabella's  Dessert  Cafe, 
1300  Castro  St. 

FEB.  7:  The  Bay  Area  Committee  to 
Defend  Reproductive  Rights  holds  a 
meeting  to  plan  for  the  April  1  FREE¬ 
DOM  OF  CHOICE  rally  in  Washington, 
D.C.  1  pm.  New  Valencia  Hall,  1908 
Mission  St.  864-1278. 

FEB.  7:  The  Sit-Down  Readers'  Theater 
reads  from  JAMES  JOYCE’S  Finnegan's 
Wake.  2  pm.  North  Beach  Branch 
Library,  2000  Mason  St.  274-0270. 
FEB.  7:  The  14th  annual  S.F.  Chinese 
New  Year  TREASURE  HUNT  through 
Chinatown,  North  Beach,  and  Telegraph 
Hill  begins  at  Justin  Herman  Plaza,  at 
the  foot  of  Market  Street.  Check-in  and 
team  assignments,  3:30  pm;  hunt  4:30; 
awards,  9  pm.  Preregister  at  564-9400. 
FEB.  7:  The  PICKPOCKET  ENSEMBLE 
combines  “Parisian  bat  musette,  Eastern 
European,  and  klezmer  music,  with  folk, 
jazz,  and  swing."  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  7  &  8:  In  “The  Boys  Do  BETTE 
AND  BABS,”  the  S.F.  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
showcases  the  songs  of  Midler  and 
Streisand,  with  dueling  drag  divas.  Sat., 
8  pm;  Sun.,  2  and  7  pm.  ODC  Theater, 
315717th  St.  865-3650. 

FEB.  8:  “My  FURRY  VALENTINE,"  a 
pet  adoption  fair,  is  held  in  conjunction 
with  a  free  pet  microchipping  clinic  at 


Animal  Care  and  Control.  Fair,  noon-4 
pm  (rain  cancels);  clinic,  1  -4  pm.  1200 
15th  St.  822-5566. 

FEB.  8:  PFLAG  Support  Group  will 
discuss  SOUL  FORCE,  an  interfaith 
movement  to  end  spiritual  violence 
against  GLBT  people.  2-4  pm.  152 
Church  St.  921-8850. 

FEB.  8:  Internationally  acclaimed 
pianist  STEPHEN  PRUTSMAN  plays 
works  by  Scriabin  and  Rachmaninoff 
and  a  bit  of  jazz,  in  a  solo  recital.  4  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 
FEB.  8:  Cellist  Emil  Miland  and  organ¬ 
ist  Jonathan  Dimmock  perform  an  ALL- 
BACH  CONCERT  at  the  Second  Sundays 
Series  at  Holy  Innocents’  Church.  5  pm. 
455  Fair  Oaks  St.  824-5142. 

FEB.  8  &  22:  San  Francisco  CITY 
GUIDES  hosts  a  free  walking  tour  of 
murals  and  buildings  in  the  Mission 
District.  Meet  at  noon  at  the  Women’s 
Building,  3543  18th  St.  557-4266. 

FEB.  9:  A  screening  of  the  FILM  A 
House  in  Umbria,  starring  Maggie 
Smith,  will  be  followed  by  a  discussion 
with  a  member  of  the  Italian  Cultural 
Society  at  the  Odd  Monday  Series  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  7  pm;  no-host  sup¬ 
per  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

FEB.  10:  In  celebration  of  Black  His¬ 
tory  Month,  S.  Kwaku  Daddy  gives  an 
AFRICAN  DRUMMING  concert.  3:45 
pm.  Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett  St. 

Call  355-2800  for  reservations. 

FEB.  10:  The  Children's  Council  offers 
a  workshop,  “Men  in  CHILDCARE.” 

6:30  pm.  445  Church  St.  343-3309. 
FEB.  11:  CHARLIE  VARON  performs 
topical  humor  in  Visiting  Professor  of 
Pessimism.  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  St.  641-0235. 


REAL  ESTATE 

SOLD ,  SOLD ,  SOLD! 


GREG  CLARK 


Broker,  Attorney,  Contractor  #457061 


NEW  LISTING:  76  Laidley 
3  Br,  2  Ba  -  asking  $899,000. 


1st  Time  Homebuyer  Seminar 

Saturday,  Feb.  14  -  10  a.m  to  12  noon 

Call  415-665-5600  to  confirm  space 


*  CLARK* 

REALTY  GROUP,  INC. 


(415)  665-5600 

SFClarkCo.com 


DAILY  YOGA  CLASSES 


•  daily  yoga  classes  • 
iyengar  •  astanga  •  prenatal 
mom  &  baby  •  introduction  to  yoga 
•  community  class  (special  rates)  • 


or 


1 


1500  CASTRO  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94114 
415-824-5657 

www . opendooryoga . com 

CALL  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  FOR  A  COMPLETE  SCHEDULE 
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CALENDAR 


FEB.  12:  An  open  neighborhood  meet¬ 
ing  about  the  Real  Food  closure  and  the 
Noe  Valley  FARMERS’  MARKET  runs 
from  6  to  8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2474. 

FEB.  12:  Readings  by  authors  of  Girl- 
Source:  A  Book  by  and  lor  Young 
Women  about  Relationships,  Rights, 
Futures,  Bodies,  Minds,  and  Souls, 
begin  at  6  pm.  Cover  to  Cover  Book¬ 
sellers,  1307  Castro  St.  252-8880. 

FEB.  12:  The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley’s 
meeting  features  a  representative  from 
CITY  CARSHARE.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  282-4334. 

FEB.  12  &  26:  A  NEW  DADS  SUP¬ 
PORT  GROUP,  led  by  Lawrence  Shweky, 
meets  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays 
of  the  month  from  7  to  8:30  pm.  Natural 
Resources,  816  Diamond  St.  550-8369. 
FEB.  13-15  &  20-22:  The  Young 
People’s  Teen  Musical  Theater  performs 
Bags,  a  MUSICAL  set  in  1910  New  York. 
Fri.  and  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2  pm.  Randall 
Theater,  199  Museum  Way,  554-9523. 
FEB.  14:  The  BOX  SET  DUO  performs 
a  concert  at  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  14:  “Love  Swirl,"  an  art  and  GIF 
SHOW  benefiting  the  American  Heart 
Association,  features  local  designers 
and  jewelers,  crafts  for  kids,  and  a  cake¬ 
walk.  10am-4  pm.  First  Unitarian  Cen¬ 
ter,  1187  Franklin  St.  752-0171. 

FEB.  16:  Americans  for  Safe  Access 
hosts  a  MEDICAL  MARIJUANA  Week 
215  Party,  featuring  live  bands  and  per¬ 
formers.  8  pm.  Elbo  Room,  Valencia 
near  17th.  552-7788. 

FEB.  16-MARCH  21:  The  PRIN¬ 
CESS  PROJECT  gives  new  and  nearly- 
new  prom  dresses  and  accessories  to 
girls  who  couldn’t  otherwise  afford 


them;  A  Girl  and  Her  Dog  is  the  local 
drop-off  place,  3932  24th  St.  For  guide¬ 
lines  and  information,  call  215-7303. 


Peter  Rowan,  one  of  Bill  Monroe's  original 
Blue  Grass  Boys,  performs  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  Feb.  28,  as  part  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bluegrass  Festival.  Photo  by  Donald  Kallaus 

FEB.  17:  The  GRAY  PANTHERS  dis¬ 
cuss  ways  to  ensure  fairness  in  elec¬ 
tions,  electronic  voting  machines,  and 
initiatives  on  the  March  ballot.  12:30 
pm.  Unitarian  Universalis!  Center,  1187 
Franklin  St.  552-8800. 

FEB.  17:  The  Main  Library  hosts  a 
panel,  “REVERSING  VANDALISM:  How 
Communities  Can  Transform  Hate  Into 
Healing.”  6:30-8  pm.  Koret  Audito¬ 
rium,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

FEB.  18-MARCH  14:  Anne  Galjour’s 
DARK  COMEDY  Okra  premieres  at  the 
Brava  Theater  Center.  Wed. -Sat.,  8  pm; 
Sun.,  3  pm.  2789  24th  St.  647-2822. 
FEB.  19:  Modern  Times  Bookstore 
hosts  an  Indie  Press  Party  for  the  CAR¬ 
TOONISTS  of  Slave  Labor  Graphics. 
7:30  pm.  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 
FEB.  20-22:  The  ARMENIAN  FILM 
Festival  showcases  30  feature-length 


and  short  films.  Delancey  Street  Theater, 
600  Embarcadero.  Call  468-3399. 

FEB.  21:  Designer  Christiane  Parker 
signs  her  chapbook,  A  Client  Guide  to 
CLOTHING  DESIGN,  at  her  studio.  10 
am -5  pm.  31 9  Eureka  St. 

FEB.  21:  Bernal  Heights  CHILDREN'S 
BOOK  authors  Ashley  Wolff  and  Jane 
Wattenberg  tell  stories  and  talk  about 
their  books.  2  pm.  Bernal  Heights 
Library.  500  Cortland  St.  695-5160. 
FEB.  21  &  22:  St.  Philip’s  Parish 
Community  INFORMATION  FAIR 
includes  happenings  for  preschoolers 
through  seniors.  Sat.,  6-7  pm;  Sun.,  9 
am-2  pm.  St.  Philip’s  Large  Hall,  725 
Diamond  St.  282-0274. 

FEB.  21-29:  The  San  Francisco 
BLUEGRASS  Festival  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  features  7:30  pm  concerts  by 
Open  Road,  Uncle  Earl,  and  Another 
Day  on  Feb.  21;  the  Lonesome  River 
Band  and  Dark  Hollow  on  Feb.  22;  the 
Papermill  Creek  Ramblers,  the  Earl 
Brothers,  and  Thompsons’  String  Tick¬ 
lers  on  Feb.  27;  and  Peter  Rowan  and 
the  Bluegrass  Intentions  on  Feb.  28.  A 
children's  concert  on  Feb.  29  at  3  pm 
features  Gayle  Schmitt  and  the  Toodala 
Ramblers.  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  22:  Learn  HULA  KAHIKO,  an 
ancient  Hawaiian  dance,  at  a  family 
workshop  (ages  4  and  up)  sponsored  by 
the  Crissy  Field  Center.  2-4:30  pm. 

Call  561 -7752  to  register. 

FEB.  22:  The  IVES  QUARTET  performs 
two  quartets  by  Beethoven.  4  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Chamber  Music  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 
FEB.  23:  Licensed  midwife  Abigail 
Reagan  leads  a  four-part  DOULA 
TRAINING  series.  Natural  Resources, 
816  Diamond  St.  Call  550-2611  for 
dates  and  times. 


FEB.  23:  IANTHE  BRAUTIGAN,  writer, 
teacher,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Richard 
Brautigan  reads  from  her  memoir  about 
her  father  at  the  Odd  Monday  Series  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  7  pm;  no-host 
supper  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm. 
1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

FEB.  23:  Mary  Smith  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  presents  an 
overview  of  the  NEA  GRANTS  process. 
7-8:30  pm.  Film  Arts  Foundation,  145 
9th  St.  552-8760. 

FEB.  24:  The  SPCA’s  SPAY  DAY  offers 
free  microchipping,  nail  clipping,  and  a 
complimentary  breakfast  from  Peet’s 
Coffee.  7  am-noon.  2500 16th  St.  Call 
554-3000  for  an  appointment. 

FEB.  24:  FILMS  for  preschoolers  3  to 
5  will  be  shown  at  10  and  11  am.  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

FEB.  24:  A  FAT  TUESDAY  Crab  Festi¬ 
val  features  music,  dance,  and  crab 
enchiladas.  8  pm.  Roccapulco  Supper 
Club,  3140  Mission  St.  920-0125. 

FEB.  25-28:  MARGA  GOMEZ  per- 
.  forms  her  seventh  solo  piece,  Los  Big 
Names.  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valen¬ 
cia  St.  641-0235. 

FEB.  27:  J.  Byrd  Hosch  and  friends 
perform  a  CHILDREN’S  SHOW  of  sing- 
alongs,  stories,  and  activities  at  6:30 
pm.  Dolores  Park  Cafe,  501  Dolores  St. 
621-2936. 

FEB.  27:  A  GAME  NIGHT,  introducing 
crossword  board  game  WildWords,  is  a 
fundraiser  for  Rocket  Dog  Rescue, 
sponsored  by  WildWords  Game  Co.  and 
Cover  to  Cover.  6-8  pm.  1307  Castro 
St.  647-5185. 

FEB.  28:  Dr.  Abby  Caplin  discusses 
“Growing  Whole  with  CHRONIC  ILL¬ 
NESS,"  at  the  Waiting  Room  Lecture 
Series.  10—11  am.  1448  Church  St. 

Call  642-0333  to  register. 


FEB.  28:  A  free  winter  BIRDING  WALK 
in  Golden  Gate  Park  is  offered  by  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences;  ages  8 
and  up  (rain  cancels).  9-11:30  am. 
Meet  at  the  back  entrance  to  the  Acad¬ 
emy,  at  Middle  Drive  Road.  750-7143. 
FEB.  28:  Dr.  Jamie  Sampayo,  research 
scientist  at  the  Buck  Institute  on  Aging, 
discusses  “How  and  WHY  WE  AGE,”  at 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Older 
Women’s  League  (OWL).  10:30  am- 
12:15  pm.  First  Unitarian  Church,  1187 
Franklin  St.  989-4422. 

FEB.  29:  The  Schola  Cantorum  per¬ 
forms  a  service  of  Lenten  EVENSONG  at 
the  Second  Sundays  Series  at  Holy 
Innocents'  Episcopal  Church.  3  pm.  455 
Fair  Oaks  St.  824-5142. 

MARCH  1:  Ex-Noe  Valleyan  CYRA 
MCFADDEN  discusses  her  writing  at 
the  Odd  Monday  Series  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry.  7  pm;  no-host  supper  at 
Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

MARCH  2:  Calif.  Primary  ELECTION. 

MARCH  3:  The  first  meeting  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  Capital  Campaign  PLAN¬ 
NING  COMMITTEE  is  scheduled  for 
6:30  pm.  451  Jersey  St.  437-4859. 


March  Right  Up! 

The  next  edition  of  the  Voice  will  be 
distributed  on  or  before  March  3, 
2004.  The  deadline  for  March  cal¬ 
endar  items  is  Feb.  15.  Please  note 

'0 

that  because  of  space  limitations, 
Noe  Valley  events  take  priority.  Our 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1 021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 1 4.  Or  you  may  shoot  an  e-mail 
to  zabarska@aol.com. 


SAVANNA  JAZZ 

The  Best  Jazz  Club  and  Restaurant 
in  San  Francisco 

2937  Mission  Street  between  25th  and  26th 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


415-285-3369 

www.savannajazz.com 
Open  Six  Nights  a  Week 

Closed  Mondays 

Featuring  Live  Jazz  Nightly 
Exotic  Dinners 

A  Fusion  of  French,  Caribbean  and  West  African  Cuisine 
Reasonably  Priced 


Ask  about  our  new  Kid’s  Comer 
for  displaying  your  child’s  art! 

We’ve 
Got  You 
Framed! 

From  contemporary  to 
traditional,  gilded  or  plain, 
a  beautiful  classic  patina 
or  ornate  carvings...  we  are 
known  for  our  selection  of 
quality  frames. 

NEW! 

Photo  restoration.  Photo  Enlargement. 

Also,  add  or  remove  people,  backgrounds,  etc. 


695  San  Jose  Avenue 
at  29th  Street 

(415)  282-3620 

169  West  Portal  Avenue 

(415)  753-3188 


$25  OFF 

with  this  coupon 


FASTFRAME’  Design  &  Craftsmanship, 

exp  e  R T  PICTURE  frami  iHf  YoMr  Total  Satisfaction  guarantee. 


Over  200  Locations  Worldwide 
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years 

or  experience 

serving  san  francisco’s 

buyers  &  sellers 


www.BJDroubi.com 

4128  24th  Street  San  Francisco.  California  941 14  Telephone  415.550. 1300  Fax  41 5.550.6729 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Doug  Konecky 

Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  restaurants  in 
the  neighborhood.  This  month,  we  intro¬ 
duce  an  upscale  Mexican  restaurant  that 
recently  filled  Alcatraces’  old  space;  a 
Chinese  eatery  with  East  Coast  roots  lo¬ 
cated  across  from  St.  Paul’s  Church,  and 
a  cozy  furniture,  gift,  and  design  store  at 
the  comer  of  Diamond  and  24th  streets. 


Chef  Rene  Barragan  prepares  fresh  tortillas 
at  his  new  Mexico  City  on  24th  Street. 


Mexico  City  Restaurant 
4042  24th  Street  near  Castro  Street 
415-826-3942 

Chef  Rene  Barragan  has  lived  and 
given  cooking  classes  in  Oaxaca,  Quere- 
taro,  Acapulco,  and  Mexico  City,  which 
helps  explain  why  the  menu  at  Mexico 
City  Restaurant,  Zephyr  Real  Estate’s 
new  neighbor  on  24th  Street,  encom¬ 
passes  wide  regions  of  Mexican  cuisine. 

Backing  away  from  the  steady  diet  of 
burritos  and  tacos  San  Francisco  diners 
have  come  to  associate  with  “Mexican,” 
Barragan  prepares  three  regional  mole 
sauces — black  and  green  from  Oaxaca, 
and  scrrano  from  the  state  of  Queretaro — 
cochinita  pibil  from  Yucatan  (marinated 
pork  in  achiote  sauce,  cooked  in  a  banana 
leaf),  and  discada  Chihuahuence  from  the 
north  (a  flour  tortilla  topped  with  cubes 
of  beef  tenderloin,  onions,  and  bacon). 
His  camarones  tequila  (prawns  sauteed  in 
tequila  and  mango/chipotle  sauce)  have 
an  Acapulco  flavor,  while  the  filete  de 
pescado  a  la  Veracruzana  (fish  filet  fried 
with  capers,  tomatoes,  and  plantains) 
comes  from  Mexico’s  eastern  Gulf  Coast. 

As  in  life,  Frida  Kahlo  and  Diego 
Rivera  occupy  different  walls — Kahlo ’s 
colorful  prints  fly  high  on  the  aqua-col¬ 
ored  east  wall,  while  husband  Diego 
Rivera’s  prints  hold  down  the  west.  The 
restaurant’s  dining  chairs  are  painted  that 
same  aqua,  but  aside  from  a  different 


color  scheme  and  new  art,  Mexico  City 
looks  and  feels  remarkably  similar  to  the 
late,  lamented  Alcatraces,  the  California 
Creole  hangout  that  Mexico  City  replaced 
in  November  2003. 

Victor  Juarez,  who  also  owns  the  Casa 
Mexicana  taqueria  down  the  street  (24th 
near  Sanchez),  feels  Noe  Valley  is  ready 
for  more  traditional  Mexican  food  in  a 
more  refined  atmosphere,  but  he  under¬ 
stands  that  cost  seems  to  rule  these  days, 
so  he  is  attempting  to  keep  his  prices  down. 
Entrees  at  dinner  hover  in  the  $8  to  $12 
range,  while  the  lunch  menu  offers  soups 
and  salads  from  $4.50  to  $5.75,  guisados 
(special  tacos  and  burritos)  for  $2.50  and 
$4.75,  and  main  courses  such  as  flautas 
and  enchiladas  from  $5.50  to  $8.50. 

Juarez  is  also  well  aware  that  Mexico 
City’s  midblock  storefront — between 
Noe  and  Castro — has  been  bad  luck  for  a 
few  restaurants,  so  he  and  Barragan  have 
been  sure  to  include  lighter  fare  that  the 
neighborhood  craves,  plus  many  vegetar¬ 
ian  entrees,  marked  with  a  (V)  on  the 
menu.  These  include  the  poblano  chili 
relleno  and  corn-filled  crepes,  two  of  the 
less  expensive  dinner  items,  plus  the  sopa 
tarasca,  a  bean-tomato  soup  normally 
made  with  a  chicken  stock  but  not  here. 

Desserts  include  a  coconut  flan  (fa¬ 
vorite  of  server  Allison)  and  pastel  de  tres 
leches,  a  kind  of  wet  pound  cake.  Sangria 
and  wine  are  available,  as  is  a  weekend 
brunch. 

Hours  for  lunch  at  Mexico  City 
Restaurant  are  Monday  through  Friday, 
1 1 :30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.;  for  dinner,  Monday 
through  Saturday,  5:30  to  10  p.m.,  and 
Sunday,  5:30  to  9  p.m.  Brunch  is  served 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  Reservations  are  not  necessary. 

Long  Island  Chinese 
Restaurant 

1689  Church  Street  near  29th  Street 
415-695-7678/7679 

The  "Long  Island”  in  the  new  Long  Is¬ 
land  Chinese  Restaurant  on  Church  Street 
does  not  apply  to  Hainan  Island,  nor  Tab 
wan,  nor  to  any  other  Asian  islands,  long 
or  short.  We’re  talkin’  “Lawn  Guylund,” 
New  York,  Oyster  Bay  to  be  precise, 
where  Judy  and  Jimmy  Shu  ran  their  orig¬ 
inal  Long  Island  Restaurant  before  mov¬ 
ing  across  the  country  to  San  Francisco. 

Taiwan  bom  and  bred,  the  Shus  emi¬ 
grated  to  Santa  Cruz,  Bolivia,  in  1974, 
where  they  operated  their  first  restaurant; 
continued  on  to  Arlington  and  Char¬ 
lottesville,  Virginia,  where  their  two  sons 
still  run  the  family’s  first  North  Ameri¬ 
can  eateries;  then  carted  their  culinary  tal¬ 
ents  to  New  York  and  now  to  California. 
The  Shus  certainly  do  get  around. 

Last  fall,  they  took  over  the  space  va¬ 
cated  by  China  Pepper  Restaurant  and 
performed  a  much-needed  makeover. 

After  a  thorough  refurbishing  and  fresh 
paint,  the  new  restaurant  has  the  sunshiny 
appearance  of  a  spiffy  luncheonette. 
Though  one  of  three  Chinese  restaurants 
in  Upper  Noe  Valley,  Long  Island  has 
more  of  a  traditional  feel  than  the  others. 
Pop’s  at  the  register.  Mom’s  cooking  or 
running  the  front  of  the  house,  and  the 


>  Weight  fluctuations?  (415)206-1638 

>  Food  compulsions?  25th  and  Castr0 

>  Negative  body  image? 

>  Low  self-esteem? 

lifetime  weight  loss 

from  the  inside  out... 


Learn  how  to  unlock  the  natural  power  of  your  mind 
to' heal  your  weight  issues,  and  lose  weight! 


Renee  Stephens  CHT,  NLP 


rstephens@mindforbody.com 


Personalized  10  week  weight  loss  program 


Jimmy  and  Judy  Shu  opened  the  Long  Island 
Chinese  Restaurant  on  Church  Street  in 
October.  Photos  by  Beverly  Tharp 


food  is  classic  East  Coast  Chinese  cui¬ 
sine.  (Instead  of  a  pot  of  tea,  a  bowl  of 
fried  noodles  is  placed  on  the  table  when 
you  sit  down.) 

Judy  Shu  specializes  in  duck  dishes — 
the  Mandarin  Duck  ($10.95)  has  a  crispy 
skin  but  moist,  delicate  meat;  the  whole 
Peking  Duck  ($21.95)  is  served  with  tra¬ 
ditional  plum  sauce,  scallions,  and  eight 
Chinese  pancakes.  Spicy  Hunan  or  Sze¬ 
chuan  preparations  are  available  in 
seafood,  beef,  pork,  or  chicken  ($7.25  to 
$8.95),  and  vegetable  dishes  ($6.50)  are 
large  and  plentiful.  Prices  include 
steamed  rice. 

Lunch  specials  (served  until  3  p.m.)  are 
a  particularly  economic  choice,  with 
plates  served  with  rice  and  soup  for  $4.65 
(shrimp  plates  $5.25).  All  takeout  orders 
receive  an  extra  10  percent  discount. 

Jimmy  Shu  says  he  starts  every  morn¬ 
ing  with  two  hours  of  tai  chi  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  so  he  understands  good  health. 
In  the  bottom  comer  of  Long  Island’s 
menu  is  a  Health  Food  Section,  which  of¬ 
fers  steamed  vegetables,  by  themselves  or 
with  shrimp,  chicken,  scallops,  or  bean 
curd,  along  with  brown  rice. 

Indeed,  while  in  Virginia,  the  Shus 
cooked  for  such  notables  as  George  Bush 
Sr.,  General  Norman  Schwarzkopf,  and 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger,  who,  according 
to  the  Shus,  pronounced  their  establish¬ 
ment  his  favorite.  We’ll  see  if  he  remem¬ 
bers,  now  that  he  too  is  running  a  new 
business  in  California. 

Long  Island  is  open  seven  days  a  week 
from  1 1  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

J.  Allen  Home  Furnishings  and 
Fine  Gifts 

746  Diamond  Street  at  24th  Street 
415-285-7917 

If  Allen  Grant’s  face  looks  familiar,  it’s 
probably  because  for  four  years  he  was 
manager  at  Home  furnishings,  on  24th 
Street  in  Star  Magic’s  old  spot  (now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Yoya  women’s  clothing).  Then, 
after  Home  moved  to  its  new  dwelling  in 
the  Castro,  Grant  started  scouting  around 
for  a  place  to  display  his  own  collection. 
So,  when  the  small  storefront  on  the 


northwest  comer  of  Diamond  and  24th 
became  available — across  the  street  from 
PastaGina  and  the  Diamond  Comer 
Cafe — Grant  decided  to  move  in. 

J.  Allen  Home  Furnishings  and  Fine 
Gifts  opened  its  doors  on  Dec.  13,  and  is 
filled  to  the  rafters  with  objects  bearing  a 
decidedly  Asian  sensibility.  A  small 
wooden  cabinet  from  Korea,  a  plaster  an¬ 
gel  from  the  Philippines,  Japanese  new 
and  vintage  obis,  a  beautiful  red  Chinese 
circular  bench,  and  black  lacquered  boxes 
from  Vietnam  are  stuffed  into  every 
square  inch  of  display  space  on  the  first 
floor.  Up  a  few  steps,  a  second  level  of¬ 
fers  still  more:  candles,  decorative  tassels 
(a  specialty  of  the  house),  ceramics, 
lamps,  and  even  a  few  paintings. 

This  is  not  the  store  to  bring  your  dog, 
nor  to  wear  flowing  clothing.  It  is  best  to 
stand  in  one  spot  and  swivel  the  neck — 
to  view  all  the  unusual  furnishings  inside 
this  cozy  but  handsome  shop.  Prices  start 
at  $8,  with  the  bulk  of  items  in  the  $25  to 
$75  range. 

Grant  notes  that  there  are  few  interior 
designers  with  actual  storefronts  in  Noe 
Valley  or  the  Castro,  so  he  has  allied  him¬ 
self  with  two — an  interior  designer  and  a 
lighting  designer,  both  of  whom  will 
work  out  of  J.  Allen.  Customers  can  make 
an  appointment  to  consult  an  expert  about 
a  particular  trouble  spot  in  the  home,  or 
have  a  customized  piece  built  to  order. 

Grant,  who  was  a  banker  with  Bank  of 
America  for  1 8  years,  says  he  has  a  bit  of 
work  yet  to  do  on  the  outside  of  his  shop, 
which  was  once  the  home  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore  (and  more 
recently,  Artemisia  gifts).  But  that’s  no 
problem — after  all,  he  has  a  designer  on 
board. 

J.  Allen  is  open  seven  days  a  week: 
Monday  through  Saturday,  1 1  a.m.  to  7 
p.m.,  and  Sunday,  noon  to  6  p.m.  ■ 


J.  Allen  Furnishings  on  Diamond  at  24th 
specializes  in  hand-picked  antiques,  many  of 
which  are  vintage  Asian  pieces. 
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npMMnng 


A  Pigeon  at  Rest.  This  free  range  bird  might  not  be  welcome  everywhere,  but  it  doesn’t  seem  to  mind.  A  pretty  painted  Noe  Valley  Victorian  is  as  good  a  perch  as 
any  other.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


•  B 

Looking  for  the  shortest  distance  from  A  to  B? 

*  ✓  » 

v  *  * 
i 

Working  with  a  professional  coach  is  an  effective  method 
of  defining  and  achieving  success  in  life.  Coaching  will 
help  you  create  a  plan, clear  the  path,  and  stay  on  track. 

f 

/ 

•  A 

Call  today  for  a  complimentary  thirty-minute  session. 

Elyse  Napolitano  •  Professional  Life  Coach  •  41 5.469.7460 

ISHU  M 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


17  year’s  experience 


design 
installation 
maintenance 
renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Chatterbox  Tues-Fri  11:30-6:30 

1185  Church  Street  ®  24th  St. 

San  Francisco 
415-647-0900 


and  Creativity  Explored 


present 

Psst.  Hey!  Be  Mine. 

A  group  show  of  artists 
from  Creativity  Explored 
January  15th  -  February  30th 
at  Chatterbox 

Artists  reception 

Saturday  February  14 


Curator  Francis  Kohler 


4:00-7:00 


CREATIVITY 

EXPLORED 


A  PLACE  WHERE  ART  CHANGES  UVES 


Creativity  Explored  is 
a  visual  arts  center  where  artists 
with  developmental  disabiltles 
create,  exhibit  and  sell  art. 
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6/ioeolate  *  (fou#,se 

Courtesy  of  Chef  Max  Braud  of  Le  Zinc  Cafe,  4063  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Ingredients 
6  egg  whites 
4  egg  yolks 

9  ounces  bitter  chocolate 
3-1/2  tablespoons  butter 
1/4  cup  granulated  sugar  (superfine) 

A  pinch  of  salt 

Break  the  chocolate  into  small  pieces  and  melt  in  a  heatproof  bowl,  set  on  top  of  a  bain- 
marie  or  saucepan  that  has  water  nearly  simmering,  over  low  heat.  Stir  the  chocolate 
occasionally  with  a  plastic  spatula  or  a  wooden  spoon. 

I  Beat  the  egg  whites  with  a  pinch  of  salt.  When  the  volume  starts  to  increase,  add  half  of 
the  sugar.  When  the  whites  stiffen,  add  the  rest  of  the  sugar  slowly,  and  continue  beat¬ 
ing  on  high  speed  until  stiff  and  fluffy. 

Add  the  butter  to  the  melted  chocolate  and  mix  well.  Let  cool,  then  mix  in  the  egg  yolks. 

Add  the  beaten  egg-white  mixture  to  the  chocolate  mixture.  Combine  a  little  at  a  time, 
using  a  spatula  to  fold  the  mixtures  gently  without  breaking  down  the  beaten  egg  whites. 

f  When  the  mixture  is  completely  smooth,  pour  it  into  bowls,  and  refrigerate  for  3  to  6 
I  hours.  Serves  10. 

Mousse  Sighted  in  Noe:  This  luscious  dessert  is  among  the  recipes  that  Le  Zinc  Cafe 
chef  Max  Braud  and  wife  Diana  Barrand  recently  contributed  to  a  new  book  called  Chocolate 
French:  Recipes,  Language,  and  Directions  to  Francois  au  Chocolat  (TCB  Cafe  Publishing,  $  1 9.95). 


"Sue 
saved 
our 

sanity!" 

°eaZnot  express  fully  our  Wrec^  successful 

SZ  my  sister's  property  The  buyer  obtained  a  loan 

Sue,  you  are  a  very  special  ^  and  marketing  likely  increased  our 

results.  Your  eflortS  'n2P0r pgrcenf  well  above  expectation. 

“*  »*< wo-*****' 

Make  the  best  choice...  Call  Sue  Borsian 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Sue  Borsian 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 


4040  24th  Street 

San  Francisco;  CA  94114 

415-695-0552  xl79 


ZJde  Second  Sundays  Series 

at  Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church 


February  8,  2004 

Emil  Milan d,  'cello  &  Jonathan  Dimmock,  organ 

Program  will  include 

Three  Gamba  Sonatas  by  Johann  Sebastian  Bach 


" '  W  - 


Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street,  San  Francisco,  California 

The  Rev.  Rosa  Lee  Harden,  Vicar 

Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church  is  located  on  Fair  Oaks  Street, 
one  block  east  of  Dolores  between  25th  and  26th. 

Limited  on-street  parking  is  available.  Accessible  by  MUNI 
(26th  Street  /  ]  Church)  or  by  BART  (24th  &  Mission). 

For  more  information  or  a  season  brochure,  call  415.824.5142 
www.holyinsf.org 
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K2ZA 

^GRILL 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1978 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner 

PIZZA  ■  PASTA  ■  APPETIZERS  ■  SANDWICHES 
SOUPS  ■  SALADS 

I 

Free  Delivery  to  homes,  schools,  hospitals  and  offices 

3782  24th  Street  ■  Noe  Valley 

415-285-3212 


$1  OFF  Any  12-14"  Pizza 


$2  OFF  Any  16”  Pizza 
$3  OFF  Any  18”  Pizza 

♦  Limit  One  Coupon  per  Pizza 
•  Minimum  Order  for  Delivery  $10 


•  Not  Valid  with  Other  Offers 


FREE 

GARDEN  SALAD 

OR 

6  PIECES 
BUFFALO  WINGS 

WITH  ANY  ORDERS  OVER 
$25.00 

•  Not  Valid  with  Other  Offers 


1/2  PRICE  PASTA 

BUY  ONE  PASTA  DISH  OF 
YOUR  CHOICE  AT  REGULAR 
PRICE  AND  GET  THE 
SECOND  ONE  OF  EQUAL  OR 
LESSER  VALUE  FOR 
1/2  PRICE 

•  Not  Valid  with  Other  Offers 


Please  Mention  Coupon  When  Ordering 


A  WOMAN  -  OWNED  BUSINESS 


•  SUBARU  •  TOYOTA  •  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
.  HONDA  •  GM  ♦  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  <  Alignments  •  Brakes  *  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


41 5-550-2400 


“*■■■■ 


%  * 


jm 


mm 


185  BAYSHORE  BOULEVARD 


Mike’s  of  Noe  Valley 

Complete  SHOE  REPAIR  Service 


RFK,WC  1 


Expert  Repairs  &  Service 


Orthopedic  Repair 
Zipper  Replacement 
Leather  Dyework 
Fabric  Dyework 

Western  &  Hiking  Boots  Specialists 
Birkenstock  Repairs  (authorized) 
Shines 


■  Rockports  /  Redwing  /  Timberland 
Resoling 

•  Shoe  &  Boot  Stretching 

•  Spenco  Dealer  (authorized) 

■  Handbag,  Belt,  Tote  &  Soft 
Luggage  Repairs 

■  Shoecare  /  Footcare  Accessories 


4071  24th  Street  ■  SF  ■  CA  94114 
415-821-2094 

Hours:  Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  7  p.m.  «  Sat.  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 


Think  we  collected 
6,000  mercury  thermometers 
for  our  health? 


- 


Certainly. 


m 

SF  Environment  makes  it  easy  to  recycle  old  mercury-containing  fever 
thermometers.  Which  means  less  toxic  mercury  in  our  food  and  water.  It's  all  part 
of  our  effort  to  make  the  city  we  call  home  a  healthier  place  to  live.  And  that 
should  make  everyone  feel  better. 


Take  your  mercury-containing  fever  thermometers  to  one  of  the  following  sites  and  receive 
a  FREE  digital  thermometer  in  exchange: 


UCSF's  Millberry  Union  Bookstore 
500  Parnassus  Avenue 

HOURS:  Mon-Fri  8am-6pm  &  Sat  10am-5pm 

Department  of  the  Environment/ 

Eco  Center 
1 1  Grove  Street 
HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9am-5pm 


Sanitary  Fill  Company/Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Collection  Facility 
Take  the  3-Com  Park  exit  off  Southbound 
Highway  1 01  and  follow  the  signs  to  the  facility 
HOURS:  Thurs,  Fri,  Sat  8am-4pm 


SF  Environment 

Our  home.  Our  city.  Our  planet. 

(415)  355-3700  SFEnvironment.com 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


VISA 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


MEN’S  HEALTH  GROUP 

1 0  Minutes  from  Noe  Valley 

Now  offering  laser  hair  removal  on  all  skin  types 

An  initial  consultation  is  only  $40 

This  fee  will  be  deducted  from  the  cost  of  your  first  treatment 

Hair  Removal  per  treatment: 

Upper  Lip  $100 
Bikini  $200 
Face  Package  $200 
Lower  Legs  $400 

Beatrice  Burke,  M.D.  •  Katie  Shapiro,  M.D. 

Gynecology,  Infertility,  Obstetrics 

650-756-4663 

1850  Sullivan  Avenue,  Suite  312  Daly  City,  CA  94015 
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pLORENCE  S  FAMILY  ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences  by  Florence  Holub 


I  recently  attended  a  memorial  gath¬ 
ering  for  a  friend  and  neighbor, 
Claudia  Duggan,  who  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  58.  She  died  as  she  lived, 
surrounded  by  her  loving  family  in  her 
charming  home  on  Sanchez  Street.  At 
the  memorial  on  Nov.  1,  the  family  cre¬ 
ated  a  beautiful  afternoon  of  friends, 
flowers,  and  food — a  tender  tribute  to 
the  lovely  lady  of  the  house.  On  the  cof¬ 
fee  table  in  the  living  room,  a  framed 
photograph  of  a  smiling  Claudia  stood 
before  a  low  row  of  votive  candles, 
which  shimmered  and  flickered  through¬ 
out  the  day.  It  made  me  feel  like  Claudia 
was  there. 

I  didn’t  know  her  well,  but  Claudia 
once  touched  me  deeply  by  making  me  a 
wreath  as  an  expression  of  thanks  for 
the  stories  rd  written  in  the  Voice. 

Later,  in  November  1997, 1  wrote  this 
column  about  the  connection  between 
her  family  and  another  in  Noe  Valley — 
with  equally  long  roots.  I  hope  you  will 
enjoy  it,  and  help  me  remember  the  gra¬ 
cious  lady  who  left  us  far  too  soon. 

Totally 
Noe  Valley 

For  three  generations,  two 
families — the  Peras  and  the 
Duggans — have  lived  happily  in 
our  valley. 

For  the  Peras,  it  all  began  when 
Guido  Pera’s  father,  bom  in  Lucca, 

Italy,  was  operating  an  Italian  restaurant 
in  North  Beach,  with  his  son’s  help. 

One  evening,  an  attractive  young  lady, 
Janet  Malcolm  (bom  in  Scotland),  came 
to  dine  at  the  restaurant  with  her  brother 
and  a  few  friends.  Guido  was  immedi¬ 
ately  enchanted  by  this  damsel  with  the 
charming  Scottish  brogue  and  irrepress¬ 
ible  sense  of  humor.  In  fact,  he  was' 
painfully  smitten. 

Janet  and  her  family  returned  often  to 
the  restaurant,  and  Guido’s  heart 
swelled  with  each  new  encounter. 
Finally,  he  grew  bold  enough  to  ask  for 
her  hand  in  marriage.  When  she 
declined,  he  asked  again — every  time 
she  walked  in  the  door! 

Janet’s  sister  Jean  couldn’t  help  but 
notice  the  anguish  of  this  tall,  dark,  and 
handsome  gentleman.  Jean  urged  her  to 
please  “be  kind”  and  seriously  consider 
his  proposal.  Janet  had  always  thought 
of  herself .as  kind,  she  later  told  me. 

And  besides,  she  liked  Guido,  too.  So 


after  rejecting  her  suitor  dozens  of 
times,  she  consented  at  last.  Thanks  to 
Guido’s  persistence,  a  wedding  date 
was  set.  I’m  glad  to  report  the  marriage 
proved  to  be  a  long,  successful  union. 

The  first  of  Guido  and  Janet  Pera’s 
many  homes  was  located  on  top  of  the 
21st  Street  hill  in  Noe  Valley.  It  was  and 
still  is  a  beautiful  little  vintage 
Victorian,  where  their  son  Angus  was 
bom  and  grew  up.  But  before  long,  they 
found  it  a  trifle  small  for  the  three  of 
them,  especially  when  Janet’s  rela¬ 
tives — her  mother,  two  sisters,  brother, 
niece,  and  a  cousin  from  Hong  Kong — 
came  to  visit.  Janet  also  loved  to  enter¬ 
tain  on  a  large  scale,  and  saw  herself 
doing  so  in  the  house  of  her  dreams — a 
large  Mediterranean  manor  that  stood 
just  below  the  crest  of  the  hill. 


One  afternoon  when  1 2-year-old 
Angus  was  on  his  way  up  the  hill  from 
school,  he  spotted  a  “For  Sale”  sign  on 
the  manor.  Breathlessly  he  rushed  home 
to  inform  his  mother,  who  immediately 
dashed  down  the  hill  to  talk  to  the 
owner,  who  had  just  become  a  widow. 

Always  a  superb  saleslady,  Janet  per¬ 
suaded  the  owner  to  look  no  further  for 
a  buyer.  The  Peras  purchased  the  house, 
remodeled  it,  and  were  living  graciously 
in  it  when  Leo  and  I  moved  into  the 
brown  shingled  house  across  the  street 
in  1955.  They  became  our  friends,  and 
we  found  them  to  be  the  best  of  neigh¬ 
bors — generous  and  helpful. 

Meanwhile,  son  Angus  had  grown  up 
to  be  a  handsome  hunk.  He  graduated 
from  high  school  and  was  preparing  to 
register  for  military  service,  like  all 
young  men  of  his  generation.  However, 
he  chose  not  to  be  drafted  as  a  foot  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  regular  army.  Instead,  he 
enlisted  as  a  paratrooper  and  was 
shipped  off  to  North  Carolina  for  basic 
training.  The  training  was  rough,  but 
Angus  passed  with  flying  colors.  He 
then  sent  for  Mariann,  his  adorable  girl¬ 
friend  back  home,  and  they  got  married 
soon  thereafter. 

When  he  finished  his  stint  in  the  ser¬ 
vice,  Angus  returned  to  Noe  Valley  with 
his  bride  and  their  baby  son,  Vincent. 

Six  years  later,  the  couple  purchased 
their  first  home,  high  up  on  26th  Street, 
where  their  second  son,  Arran,  was  bom. 

Over  the  years,  they  were  a  great 
comfort  and  help  to  their  parents,  who 
were  suffering  the  ailments  of  aging. 
When  Guido  and  then  Janet  died,  Angus 


and  Mariann  decided  to  move  into  the 
large  family  home  with  their  two  sons, 
three  cats,  and  an  aging  Weimaraner 
named  Cecil. 

Once  again,  my  man  Leo  and  I  were 
(and  still  are)  blessed  with  friendly, 
helpfui  neighbors  by  the  name  of  Pera! 

For  the  past  10  years,  Arran  Pera 
has  gone  steady  with  Melissa 
Duggan,  a  pretty,  green-eyed 
blonde  he  met  in  kindergarten. 

Like  the  Peras,  the  Duggan  family 
has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  three  gener¬ 
ations.  Fifty  years  ago,  Melissa’s  grand¬ 
parents  came  from  Ireland  and  settled  in 
the  Mission.  They  lived  in  several  loca¬ 
tions  in  Noe  Valley  before  ending  up  in 
a  house  at  the  comer  of  Alvarado  and 
Sanchez  streets.  Three  children  grew  up 
in  that  house,  and  Tom,  Melissa’s 
father,  was  the  youngest. 

When  Tom  was  a  strapping  young 
man,  he  happened  to  see  a  photograph 
of  a  blonde  beauty  named  Claudia  in  the 
Polytechnic  High  School  yearbook.  He 
couldn’t  get  the  photo  out  of  his  mind. 
So  with  the  help  of  a  friend,  he  finagled 
a  date.  Tom  and  Claudia  got  along  so  well 
that  eight  years  later  they  were  married 
at  St.  James  Church  on  Guerrero  Street. 

The  Duggans’  home  for  30  years  has 
been  a  handsome  post- Victorian  house 
on  Sanchez,  a  few  doors  below  Hill 
Street.  Every  time  I  pass  it,  I  look  to  see 
what  new  creations  Claudia  has  made  to 
adorn  the  front  door.  She  is  famous 
throughout  the  neighborhood  for  her 
beautiful  wreaths  and  dried-flower 
arrangements. 

Tom  and  Claudia  have  raised  two 
daughters  in  this  house:  Heather,  who  is 
married  and  lives  near  Sacramento,  and 
Melissa,  who  in  1996  became  engaged 
to  our  neighbor,  Arran  Pera. 

On  July  5,  1997,  Melissa  and  Arran 
took  their  nuptial  vows  in  an  elegantly 
appointed  formal  wedding  at  St.  Philip’s 
Church  on  Diamond  near  24th  Street 

Q 


The  Duggan  House 


Sanchez  Street  lost  one  of  its  best-loved 
residents,  Claudia  Duggan,  affectionately 
known  as  “Wilma,”  on  Oct.  6,  2003. 


(where  they  both  went  to  school). 

Waiting  at  «toe  curb  after  the  cere¬ 
mony  were  two  fine  antique  cars,  a 
black  1931  Ford  coupe  and  a  red  1936 
two-door  Ford,  which  had  been  care¬ 
fully  restored  by  Tom  Duggan,  the 
father  of  the  bride.  These  elegant  vehi¬ 
cles  carried  the  bridal  party  across  town 
to  the  reception,  to  the  delight  and 
cheers  pf  pedestrians  along  the  way. 

At  the  lavish  reception,  held  in  the 
banquet  room  of  the  Maritime  Museum 
at  Aquatic  Park,  the  best  man,  Robert 
Moser,  summed  up  Arran  and  Melissa’s 
love  story  charmingly: 

“I  have  been  friends  with  Arran  since 
kindergarten  at  St.  Philip’s  Grammar 


School,”  he  said,  “and  we  shared  many 
great  times.  I  remember  wreaking  havoc 
in  Douglass  Park  after  school,  and  in 
the  summer,  riding  bikes  all  over  Noe 
Valley,  and  of  course  swapping  cop  sto¬ 
ries  [both  are  on  the  San  Francisco 
police  force],  I  also  recall  second  grade, 
when  Arran  started  chasing  this  cute  lit¬ 
tle  blonde-haired,  pigtailed  girl  around 
the  schoolyard.  After  10  years  of  pig- 
tail-pulling,  he  realized  he  was  getting 
nowhere.  So  he  finally  asked  her  out, 
and  now,  after  dating  her  for  10  years, 
he  has  finally  had  the  good  sense  to 
marry  Melissa.  Knowing  Melissa 
myself,  I  realize,  that  Arran  is  marrying 
an  intelligent,  kind  woman,  who  looks 
radiant  today.” 

After  returning  from  their  honey¬ 
moon  in  Portugal,  this  couple — third- 
generation  San  Franciscans — made  their 
home  in  Noe  Valley,  of  course!  ■ 

Editor’s  Note:  Melissa  Pera  would  like 
to  thank  all  her  mother's  friends  and 
neighbors  in  Noe  Valley  for  their  kind 
condolences.  She  also  suggests  that  any 
donations  in  Claudia  Duggan’s  name  be 
made  to  the  Alliance  for  Lung  Cancer 
Advocacy,  Support,  and  Education 
(ALCASE),  Unit  78,  P.O.  Box  4800, 
Portland,  OR  97208;  or  to  the  charity 
of  your  choice. 


“EDITOR’S  CHOICE"  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


THE  CASTRO  & 

NOE  VALLEY’S 

PREMIER  HOTEL/B&B 


•  Convenient  Location 

•  Beautiful  Public  Rooms, 
Gardens  &  Steam  Spa 

•  Complete  Business 
Traveler  Amenities 


520  Church  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


Warm  Images  from  the  Home  / 
for  the  Home 

at 

Loving  Blind  Productions 

www.lovingblind.com 

Unique  art  prints  make  great  holiday  gifts 

Studio  visits  encouraged.  Call  or  e-mail  for  appointment. 
On-line  gallery  and  info  at:  www.lovingblind.com 


(415)  824-7482  /  josieiselin@earthlink.net  /  622  29th  St.  (Castro/Diamond) 
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St.  Paul’s  School 

Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating  grade 
school  children  for  nearly  85  years,  we  are  in  a  new  school  building 
that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and  con¬ 
cern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's  Noe  Valley, 
where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 

School  Tours  by  Appointment 

To  set  up  a  classroom  observation, 
please  call  us. 

Observations  are  made  by  appointments  only 
on  Wednesday  mornings. 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055 


TOGETHER' 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Early  Childhood  Music  and  Movement 
Infants,  Toddlers,  Preschoolers,  Parents,  Caregivers 


child  is  musical! 


NOE  VALLEY  CLASSES 
10  Weeks,  Jan.  12th  -  Mar.  20th 


45  min.  classes,  Mon.  through  Fri.,  Morning  &  Afternoon 


Free  Demo  Classes!!  New  Saturday  Class!! 

n 

SONGS,  MOVEMENT,  RHYTHM  CHANTS,  INSTRUMENT  PLAY 
Songbook,  CD,  Tape,  Parent  Guide  &  Education  Night  included 


Call  for  info  415-596-0299 
Visit  www.musictogethersf.com 


Apr  OK/  Struuj 

Sv,  '  A—* L  ^ 


Where,  Kids  Coolc! 


A  fun  and  cventiVe  environment 
where  children  lo  years  and  older 
learn  to  cook  and  fake. 

After  school  cooking  classes, 

Individual  Saturday  morning  boot  camps, 

4  and  5-  day  culinary  camps, 

Private  lessons  and  parties. 

Bdiicls  on-Safe-Fun! 

For  more  information 
Call  Apron  Strings: 

Call:  (415)  550-7976  •  FAX:  (415)  648-6384 


FAMILY  DENTISTRY 

of  Noe  Valley 

welcomes  new  patients  and  old  friends 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Children  and  Adults 

Dr.  Nisha  Krishnaiah  •  Dr.  Kira  Eldemir 
Dr.  Trung  Pham 


Open  Monday  -  Friday  8  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Saturday  by  Appointment 

4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond) 

415-285-7007 


HOMEBIRTH  I 
NOE  VALLESJ  1 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


GOOD.  NOW  GET  A 

ome  Movie 

MPILATION ! 


•  Video  Editing 

*  Soundtrack 

•  Motion  Graphics 

*  Titles 

•  DVD  or  VHS 

*  Samples  Available 
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Taste  Tester.  Sam  samples  lavender  salt  with  bread  at  Nigel  Walker’s  booth  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  in  January.  Is  rosemary  salt  better?  Sam  says  it’s  a  tie. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  sixth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm 
animals  and  an  enchanting  organic  garden. 

It’s  the  perfect  setting  for  an  educational 
program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded 
in  the  concept  of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills 
a  passion  for  learning  and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self, 
for  others,  for  ideas  and  for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


ASK ABOUT - 

OUR  PLAN  FOR  EXPANSION 
6th  grade  begins  fall  2003. 
7th  grade  begins  fall  2004. 
8th  grade  begins  fall  2005. 


J/ofi  're  rnoitec/  to  our 

“Children’s  Rooms” 

DECORATING  SEMINAR 


From  tots  to  teens,  a  child’s 
room  can  present  challenges. 
How  do  you  choose  a  theme? 
How  do  you  accommodate 
changing  needs  and  interests? 
How  do  you  design  for  both  fun 
and  function?  Attend  our 
“Children’s  Rooms”  decorating 
seminar  for  tips  on  how  to: 

•  Create  a  distinctive  bedroom 
that  expresses  your  child’s 
personality. 

•  Find  just  the  right  place  to 
store  all  the  toys,  books  and 
other  treasures. 

•  Select  furnishings  that  will 
“grow  with  your  child”. 


Cheryl  Parrott  -  415-586-8694 


Date:  Wednesday,  March  24,  2004 

Time:  1:30 -3:30  p.m. 

Place:  San  Francisco  Furniture  Mart 
1355  Market  St. 

Mart  Exchange,  9th  Floor 

R.S.V.P.  415-586-8694 


Each  franchise  independently  owned  and  operated. 

©  2000  DDSI.  No  payment  for  90  days  on  home  furnishings 
and  accessories  when  you  use  the  Decorating  Den  Interiors  credit 
card.  Call  for  details 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  and  17th),  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


INTERIORS 

by  Decorating  Den” 


Visit  ‘The  World’s  Most  Exciting  Website  for  the  Homer™” 

www.DecoratingDen.com 
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Mission  Dolores  School 
3371  16th  Street 
San  Francisco ,  CA  94114 


MISSION 

DOLORES 

SCHOOL 


Currently  accepting  applications 
for  the  2004-2005  school  year 
for  Grades  K-7 

To  schedule  an  appointment 
for  a  school  tour 
or  application  information 
please  call  415-861-7673 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


REGISTER  NOW 


CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.RUBYSCLAYSTUDIO.ORC 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


Adopting? 

Newborns  •  Toddlers 
Stepparent  •  Domestic  Partners 
International  Re-adopt 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  limited  to  adoption 

Susan  Romer,  PhD,  Attorney  at  Law 

415-643-4523 

1191  Church  Street* San  Francisco,  CA 94114 
E-mail:  adamsromer@aol.com 
www.1-8QO-U-ADOPT-US.COM 


//)  in  f/>€  •  ai 


2004  Mardi  Gras 

+n  n  \ 

Valentine  Balloons  of  Every  Kind 

Beautiful  and  Unique  Gift  Items 
for  that  Special  Someone 

Free  Gift  Wrap  with  a  $10  purchase 

VALENTINE'S  DAY  SPECIAL:  One  Free  Mylar  Balloon 
with  purchase  of  two  dozen  Latex  Balloons 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

Open  Noon  -  7  Monday  -  Friday  *10-6  Saturday  and  Sunday 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


Grades  K  -  8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 

415-567-61 77 

www.synergyschool.org 
1 387  Valencia  Street  at  25th 


Potrero  Hill  Psychotherapy 

1529  20th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
415-487-7402 

Psychologists  Serving 
Children,  Adolescents, 
Adults,  Families  &  Couples 

Depression  •  Anxiety  •  Grief 
Trauma  •  Severe  Mental  Illness 
Life  /  Career  Transitions 
Prenatal  and  Postpartum  Issues 
Premarital  Counseling 


Peek-a-bootique 


Monday-Saturday  10:30-6  *  Sunday  12-5 

t306 CASTRO  ST.  (at24^,SAN  FRANCISC0*(415)64I-6I92 


Zuf&no  mo 


SMALL  FRYS 


1066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley  •  (415)  648-3954  •  Open  7  Days 
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If  you  push  the  right  buttons,  you  can  make  Pepi  the  Clown  sing  and  dance  to  the  music  of 
the  Orchestrion  and  other  player  pianos  at  the  Mechanical  Museum.  Photos  by  Ken  Newman 


Magnificent 
Musee  Mecanique 

■■  ♦  — 

The  Land  of  ‘Laughing  Sal’ 
and  Toothpick  Fantasies 

— — ♦ - 

By  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 

It’s  raining  so  hard  that  the  windows 
look  like  someone’s  training  a  hose  on 
them.  We're  extremely  bored.  Even  the 
action  figures  that  Miles  is  playing  with 
on  the  livingroom  floor  appear  fatigued. 
We’re  desperate  for  activity.  I  suggest  a 
trip  to  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

“You’re  joking,  right?”  Miles  re¬ 
sponds.  He’s  just  turned  8,  but  he  knows 
that  San  Franciscans  only  visit  the  Wharf 
when  we  have  visitors  from  out  of  town, 
and  even  then  we  complain  about  it. 

I  remind  him  that  his  favorite  weird 
museum,  the  Musee  Mecanique,  is  now 
smack  in  the  middle  of  our  city’s  tourist 
mecca,  and  within  seconds  we’re  umbrel- 
la-ed  and  raincoated,  and  rushing  down 
to  Castro  and  Market  to  catch  the  F-train. 

We  find  Musee  Mecanique  at  the  end 
of  Pier  45,  housed  in  the  same  building  as 
the  Museum  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco. 
The  quirky  attraction,  which  was  located 
in  the  basement  of  the  Cliff  House  at 
Ocean  Beach  for  close  to  three  decades, 
is  billed  as  the  world’s  largest  privately 
owned  collection  of  antique,  coin-oper¬ 
ated  arcade  games  and  amusements, 
,  some  dating  back  to  the  1 880s.  When  ren¬ 
ovations  on  the  Cliff  House  forced  its 
1  eviction  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  thousands 


The  secret  to  winning  a  game  of  Skee  Ball  is 
to  aim  not  for  the  100-point  bonanza,  but 
for  the  20-  and  30-point  rings. 


of  San  Franciscans  feared  that  Musee  Me¬ 
canique  would  go  the  way  of  Playland  at 
the  Beach,  the  amusement  park  that  was 
the  original  home  of  the  museum’s  me¬ 
chanical  wonders.  Good  sense  prevailed, 
however,  and  the  oddball  arcade  was  res¬ 
urrected  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

My  favorite  old-time  game,  the  Auto 
Race,  is  positioned  just  inside  the  door. 
We  pop  in  a  quarter  and  start  cranking  the 
wheels  to  send  our  cast-iron  roadsters  to 
the  finish  line  three  feet  away.  We  are  still 
debating  who  won  when  a  dignified  older 
man  in  an  expensive  trench  coat  drops  a 


few  quarters  into  Laughing  Sal.  The  Gold 
Rush-era  mannequin  looks  like  she’s 
been  spruced  up  for  her  new  digs,  but  her 
laugh  is  still  garish  enough  to  embarrass 
her  patron,  who  slinks  away,  glancing 
over  his  shoulder  as  if  he’s  been  caught 
doing  something  naughty. 

We  rush  past  the  exhibits  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  history  to  the  back  of  the  building, 
where  the  more  current  amusements  are 
housed.  It  takes  Miles  only  seconds  to  lo¬ 
cate  his  favorite.  Carnival  King  Big  Top 
Shooter.  He  starts  shooting  down  computer¬ 
generated  whiskey  bottles,  an  activity  that 
seems  less  politically  incorrect  within  the 
context  of  this  historical  arcade. 

I  drop  a  coin  into  the  Toothpick  Fan¬ 
tasy,  a  gigantic  display  of  a  roadside  car¬ 
nival  crafted  almost  entirely  from  tooth¬ 
picks,  activating  a  pair  of  bikini-clad 
dancers  who  shimmy  in  front  of  the 
sideshow  and  a  tiny  rodeo  rider  who 
bounces  on  a  cast-iron  horse  inside  a 
toothpick  corral.  A  train  circles  the  dis¬ 
play  as  a  toothpick  ferris  wheel  turns  next 
to  a  toothpick  roller  coaster. 

His  trigger  finger  apparently  ex¬ 
hausted,  Miles  joins  me. 

“Can  you  believe  that  someone  actu¬ 
ally  built  all  this?”  I  ask  him,  marveling 
at  the  detail  the  artist  was  able  to  create 
with  toothpicks. 

“Amazing,”  he  agrees,  clearly  humor¬ 
ing  me. 

“But  look.  It’s  all  working  now.  The 
glass  is  so  clean.” 

He  reaches  into  my  pocket,  relieving 
me  of  several  of  my  quarters  and  finds  the 
row  of  circa  1980  arcade  games.  Miles 
manipulates  a  band  of  sword-wielding  pi¬ 
rates  in  an  attack  against  a  Conestoga  wagon 
as  I  try  my  hand  at  Centipede,  a  game  I 
last  played  in  my  college’s  bar  in  1981. 
I'm  still  terrible  at  it,  and  I  lose  quickly. 

I  wander  over  to  the  Orchestrion,  a 
1923  version  of  a  jukebox,  and  select  Hot 
Tamale  Baby  from  the  song  list.  A  piano, 
a  mandolin,  a  snare  drum,  castanets,  a  tri¬ 
angle,  a  tambourine,  and  Chinese  wood¬ 
blocks,  all  housed  in  the  omat£.oak  cab¬ 
inet,  bang  out  the  old-timey  tune,  and  I 
embarrass  my  child  by  bobbing  my  head 
along  with  the  music. 

We  get  our  fortunes  (mine  is  “Be  Care¬ 
ful”;  Miles’  remains  top  secret)  from  the 
Gypsy  Woman  with  scary  moving  eyes, 
and  watch  as  a  muscular  guy  in  a  leather 
jacket  loses  a  test  of  strength  against  the 
masked  Arm  Wrestler. 

Miles  challenges  me  to  a  round  of  Ten 
Strike  Classic  bowling  in  which  levers  are 
used  to  manipulate  a  snappily  dressed 
metal  bowler.  I  roll  three  gutter  balls  in  a 
row  before  I  realize  that  my  opponent  has 
been  hiding  the  lever  that  allows  you  to 
aim.  He  laughs  at  his  cleverness  until, 
fully  informed  of  the  workings  of  the 
game,  I  come  back  with  a  pair  of  strikes. 

Smarting  from  his  loss.  Miles  chal¬ 
lenges  me  to  a  game  of  Skee  Ball.  He 
knows  that  my  tragic  flaw  is  that  I  always 
aim  for  the  elusive  100-point  hole,  so  he 


gets  a  steady  beat  going,  rolling  his 
scuffed  wooden  balls  consistently  into  the 
20-  and  30-point  holes,  while  mine 
bounce  away  into  the  10-point  consola¬ 
tion  bin.  Victory  is  his  in  minutes. 

I  watch  a  kid  scoop  up  a  load  of  bub¬ 
ble  gum  in  the  Steam  Shovel  machine, 
and  ignoring  the  sign  that  warns,  “Only 
skilled  crane  operators  will  get  some 
gum,”  I  drop  in  my  third-to-last  quarter. 
Having  read  Mike  Mulligan  at  least  70 
times,  I  figure  (wrongly)  that  I  know  my 
way  around  cranes.  The  kid  offers  me  a 
piece  of  his  gum  after  I  lose  my  load  well 
short  of  the  prize  slot. 

Next,  Miles  and  I  race  against  one  an¬ 
other  on  Sprint,  a  video  game  that  looks 
only  slightly  more  complex  than  Atari’s 
old  Pong.  Nevertheless,  my  skill  level  is 
assessed  as  “Granny.” 

I  decide  to  stick  with  the  non-compet¬ 
itive  amusements  and  check  out  one  of 
the  many  “Mutoscopes”  housed  at  the 
museum.  The  ornate  cast-iron  machines 
feature  hand  cranks  that  activate  illumi¬ 
nated  black-and-white  flip  books  featur¬ 
ing  scenes  from  old  silent  movies.  My  fa¬ 
vorite  is  Washer  Woman’s  Dilemma  in 
which  a  beleaguered  washerwoman 
whacks  her  drunken  husband  over  the 
head  with  a  washboard  and  then  a  2-by- 
4.  As  I  said,  political  correctness  is  not  so 
important  at  Musee  Mecanique. 

Miles,  broke,  filches  my  final  quarter 
for  a  round  of  Ms.  Pac-Man  at  a  old  sit- 
down  arcade  table  of  the  type  that  was 
popular  when  Space  Invaders  was  big 
news.  He  gets  to  the  blue  round  before  the 
ghosts  chase  down  the  insatiable  dot- 
eater  for  the  final  time. 

We  wander  around  the  San  Francisco 
History  Museum  part  of  the  building, 


checking  out  display  cases  housing  Gold 
Rush  artifacts  and  newspaper  clippings 
from  the  1 906  earthquake. 

Floor-to-ceiling  windows  on  the  bay 
side  of  the  building  reveal  that  the  rain  has 
returned,  and  we  watch  as  the  Sausalito 
ferry  plows  through  the  white  caps  past 
Alcatraz.  Undaunted,  we  exit  onto  the 
wharf  to  the  smell  of  cooking  Dungeness 
crab.  We  share  a  paper  carton  of  crisp 
French  fries  and  tasty  crab  claws  as  we 
stroll  down  to  Aquatic  Park  and  watch 
hearty  winter  swimmers  plunge  fearlessly 
into  the  frigid  water.  For  just  a  minute,  the 
rain  stops  and  the  mist  lifts  to  reveal  a 
glimpse  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  back¬ 
lit  by  the  setting  winter  sun. 

“We  should  come  down  here  more  of¬ 
ten,”  I  say. 

Miles,  a  true  San  Franciscan,  says, 
“But  only  if  it’s  raining.  That’s  when  we 
have  it  to  ourselves.”  ■ 


Watch  out — a  masked  man  at  the  Musee 
Mecanique  may  try  to  twist  your  arm. 
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Getting  There 

Take  the  F-Market  streetcar  to  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Taylor  and  Embarcadero.  (It’s  the 
location  of  the  ship’s  wheel  sign.)  Musee 
Mecanique  is  at  Pier  45  at  the  end  ofTay- 
lor  Street.  Hours  are  Monday  through 
Friday,  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.:  and  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  holidays,  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Admission  is  free.  Phone:  415-346- 
2000.  Most  of  the  games  cost  a  quarter. 
A  mom  and  an  8-year-old  amused  them- 
:  selves  for  two  hours  for  about  $5  each. 

Special  Note:  From  Feb.  12  to  16, 
Musee  Mecanique  will  host  an  antique 
car  show  featuring  a  fittingly  eclectic  as¬ 
sortment  of  vehicles,  including  an  old 
San  Francisco  garbage  truck,  a  Muni  bus, 
a  See's  Candy  Model-T  pickup  truck, 
and  an  original  Greyhound  Bus. 


Caring  for  Children  Ages  2-6  Since  1 972 


Big  City  Montessori  School 


Year-Round  Program  Open  7  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Warm  and  caring  tenured  staff 
Toddlers  in  diapers  are  welcome 
On-site  age-appropriate  playground 


“I  will  recommend  this  school  to 
anyone  who  wants  the  best  for 
their  child.” 

Susan  I,  BCMS  Mom 


www.BigCityMontessoriSchool.com 


415-648-5777 


240  Industrial  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94124 


.  (located  at  the  foot  of  Bernal  Heights) 


License  No.  380503028 
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READ  ACROSS 
AMERICA 


L.  Pis  -A, _ 

PAWS 


PETS  ARE 
WONDERFUL 
SUPPORT 


Dedicated  to  keeping 
animals  and  their  guardians 
who  have  AIDS  together. 

415-241-1460 

1121  Mission  Street  •  San  Francisco 

www.pawssf.org 


MATERNITY 

EDUCATION 

Please  call 
415-626-BABY 
for  more 
information 


MONTHLY  CLASSES 
in  both  English  &  Spanish 

Childbirth  Preparation 
Breastfeeding  Education 
Early  Parenting  Skills 
Infant  /  Child  CPR 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital 


A  Few  of  Our  Favorite  Things.  These  toys  are  for  young  adventurers.  But 
their  caregivers,  wishing  they  could  turn  back  the  clock,  would  love  to  sit  on 
the  floor  and  play.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Old  Library  Photos  Wanted 

Do  you  have  any  pictures  that  show  the 
original  lighting  fixtures  or  other  original  furnishings 
and  fixtures  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library? 

The  architects  from  Carey  and  Company,  who  are  working 
on  the  upcoming  renovation,  would  like  to  find  out 
what  the  original  lighting  fixtures  looked  like. 

I  will  make  a  copy  of  your  photos  and  return  your  originals  to  you.  Thank  you  so  much! 

Please  call  Carol  Small  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library,  695-5095 


— i) 

Good  Attendance 

r 

is  Important 

-  please  call  when  your  child 

is  absent 

ALVARADO  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  415-695-5695 

m 

The  average  age  of  a 
homeless  person  in 
the  US  is  NINE. 

Children’s  Defense  Fund 


Young  people  in 
mentoring 

relationships  are  LESS 
likely  to  use  illicit 
drugs  or  alcohol,  skip 
school,  or  get  violent. 

a  study  by  Public/Private  Ventures 
for  Big  Brother’s,  Big  Sister’s 


Become  a  MENTOR 
and  change  the  path 
of  a  child  forever. 

For  an  info  packet,  call 
A  Home  Away  From 
Homelessness  at 
415-561-4628. 


Or  send  us  an  email  at 
mentor@homeaway.org. 


Support 

Your  Local 
Independent 

Bookstores 

Buy  and  read 
TODAY  at 

Cover  to  Cover 
Booksellers 

Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records 

SF  Mystery  Bookstore 


Phoenix  Books 
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ALVARADO 

New  Mayor  Commends 
Alvarado  Arts  Program 

Arts  critic  Steven  Winn,  describing 
the  challenges  facing  newly  elected 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  in  crafting  a 
public  arts  program  for  the  city,  recently 
wrote:  “In  one  place,  not  long  ago, 
Newsom  saw  the  arts  working  in  the 
kind  of  inclusive,  synthesizing  way  that 
makes  his  eyes  shine.  It  was  at 
Alvarado  Elementary  School,  where  art 
is  integrated  throughout  the  curriculum. 
‘You  go  there,  and  you  can’t  tell  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  an  art  class  and  a  math 
class,’  [Newsom]  said....  ‘It  permeates 
the  halls.  It’s  in  the  bathrooms.  The  art 
is  just  everywhere.’”  (Sari  Francisco 
Chronicle,  Jan.  6,  2004) 

Let’s  hope  the  school  will  be  able  to 
sustain  this  model  arts  program,  despite 
substantial  funding  cuts  at  all  levels  of 
government  and  from  many  private 
sources.  Please  read  on. 

Auction  Boosts  Arts  and  Literacy: 
Need  a  quiet  getaway?  Crave  an 
exciting  night  out?  Want  to  ensure  the 
continuation  of  Alvarado’s  excellent 
arts  and  literacy  programs?  If  you  can 
answer  yes  to  any  or  all  of  these 
questions,  mark  Saturday,  March  20,  7 
to  1 1  p.m.,  on  your  calendar.  That’s  the 
date  of  the  Alvarado  School  2004 
Auction  at  Foil  Mason  Center. 

As  a  fundraiser,  this  annual  event  has 
raised  as  much  as  $40,000  for  the 
school’s  arts  and  literacy  programs  in  a 
single,  fun-filled  night.  Once  part  of  a 
weekend  rummage  sale  and  brunch,  the 
evening  (just  for  adults)  now  features  a 
live  performance  by  local  band  Go  Van 
Gogh;  hors  d’oeuvres  and  beverages;  a 
silent  auction  of  gift  certificates,  get¬ 
aways,  classes,  and  goods  and  services 
from  local  merchants  and  restaurants; 
and  a  live  auction  of  works  by  local 
artists  such  as  Ruth  Asawa,  Paul  Lanier, 
Aiko  Cuneo,  and  the  talented  children 
of  Alvarado  School. 

The  event  is  open  to  the  public,  and 
tickets  are  only  $10  in  advance/$15  at 
the  door.  For  more  information,  please 
contact  Carolyn  Scott  (415-563-6238) 
or  call  the  school. 

Ice  Cream  Mixer:  Alvarado  School 
is  co-sponsoring,  along  with  District  8 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty,  an  ice  cream 
social  on  Saturday,  Feb.  7,  from  1  to  3 
p.m.  at  Isabella’s  Ice  Cream  Parlor,  on 
the  comer  of  Castro  and  24th  streets.  A 
highlight  of  the  event  will  be  Dufty ’s 
introduction  of  our  newest  school  board 
member.  Heather  Hiles. 

Here  Come  the  Surgeons:.  Alva¬ 
rado’s  new  “dream”  playground  is  only 
a  few  weeks  away.  Four  hundred  volun¬ 
teers  from  around  the  country — many  of 
them  orthopaedic  surgeons — are 
expected  to  participate  on  March  9 
when  the  school’s  old  playground  struc¬ 
ture  will  be  replaced  with  a  safer  one 
designed  by  the  doctors  (with  the  help 
of  Alvarado  students).  We  are  grateful 
to  the  American  College  of  Orthopaedic 
Surgeons,  KaBOOM!,  and  a  very  gener¬ 
ous  personal  donation  from  Noe  Valley 
realtor  B.J.  Droubi  for  making  this  proj¬ 
ect  possible. 

Chats  with  the  Principal:  Alvarado 
Principal  David  Weiner  opens  his  doors 
on  the  first  and  third  Fridays  from  8  to  9 
a.m.  For  more  information,  call  415- 
695-5695  or  visit  the  school’s  web  site 
at  ww’.alvaradoschool.net.  The  address 
is  625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado. 

— Susan  Cattoche 


JAMES  LICK 

Lord  of  the  Rings  Prompts 
Students  to  Look  to  the  Future 

“All  we  have  to  decide  is  what  to  do  with  the 
time  that  is  given  to  us."  — Gandalf  the  Wizard 

There  are  neither  hobbits  nor  walking 
trees  in  the  silent  hallway  at  James 
Lick;  only  Alejandra  Reyes,  a  petite 
eighth-grader  with  an  elfin  smile.  She 
sees  me  waiting  outside  Mama 
Blanchard’s  locked  classroom. 

“They’re  in  the  library,”  Alejandra 
volunteers.  “Do  you  know  where  it  is?” 

I  follow  the  swaying  column  of  her 
ponytail  down  the  stairs  to  the  middle 
floor  of  the  middle  school,  where  Marna 
Blanchard — language  arts  teacher  and 
department  head — is  just  ending  her 
class. 

James  Lick  eighth-graders  earned 
seats  at  the  San  Francisco  premiere  of 
The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Return  of 
the  King,  plus  a  set  of  J.R.R.  Tolkien 
books  for  the  school  library,  by  writing 
200-word  essays  applying  the  words  of 
Tolkien’s  character  the  wizard  Gandalf 
to  their  own  lives. 

Blanchard,  who  coordinated  the  writ¬ 
ing  project  (co-sponsored  by  S.F. 

School  Volunteers  and  New  Line  Cin¬ 
ema),  explains  that  after  discussing  the 
quotation,  “the  students  interpreted 
Gandalf’s  words  to  mean,  ‘What  will 


I 

SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
David  Weiner,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 

Hery  Street  at  Randall 
-5669 

Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

ick  Middle  School 
e  Street  at  25th  Street 
-5675 

aniels.  Principal 


we  do  with  our  lives?’  The  entire  eighth 
grade  participated  in  the  contest,  and 
everyone  did  a  great  job.” 

After  the  bell  rings,  I  pass  Alejandra 
in  the  hallway,  deftly  helping  another 
student  open  a  stuck  locker.  What  will 
she  do  with  her  life? 

“After  I  finish  college  and  everything 
else,  I  want  to  be  a  doctor.”  Her  gentle 
eyes  shining  with  confidence,  she  adds, 
“The  kind  that  helps  little  kids.” 

Student  Leader  Honored:  Eighth- 
grader  Antonio  Ayala  was  the  youngest 
of  1 1  youths  honored  at  City  Hall  by  the 
San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
the  San  Francisco  Youth  Commission 
on  their  third  annual  Youth  Recognition 
Day,  Dec.  16,  2003.  Antonio  was 
selected  by  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  in 
recognition  of  his  leadership  in  student 
government,  outstanding  academic 
achievement,  and  involvement  in 
diverse  school,  community,  and  volun¬ 
teer  activities.  Antonio  is  currently  stu¬ 
dent  body  vice  president  and  co-leader 
of  the  James  Lick  Noe  Valley  Merchants/ 
Community  Alliance. 

Gearing  Up  for  College:  Last 
month’s  Coffee  with  the  Principal  on 
Jan.  30  featured  a  talk  on  strategies  par¬ 
ents  can  use  to  prepare  their  kids  for 
college.  “College:  Making  It  Happen” 
was  hosted  by  GEAR  UP  coordinator 
Denise  Rueda  and  presented  by  Jaclyn 
Johnson,  the  middle  school  outreach 
coordinator  for  San  Francisco  State 
University.  Translation  was  provided 
for  Spanish-speaking  parents. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  47 


lo  the 


Sunday  School  at  Holy  Innocents, 
your  neighborhood  Episcopal  church. 

Developed  and  classroom  tested  for  more  than  twenty  years,  our  Sunday  School  is 
based  on  the  Montessori  tradition  of  education.  Called  Godly  Play,  it  provides 
children,  ages  3  to  10,  the  opportunity  to  discover  their  own  relationship  with  God 
through  the  language  of  sacred  stories,  parables,  liturgical  actions  and  silence. 


Worsf/ip 

Sundays 

9:00  a.m.  -  Holy  Eucharist  with  Hymns 
1 0:00  a.m.  -  Sunday  School  and  Child  Care 
1 1 :00  a.m.  -  Choral  Eucharist 
Wednesdays 
6:00  p.m.  -  Holy  Eucharist 

Holy  Innocents  Episcopal  Church 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street  (between  Delores  and  Guerrero,  25th  and  26th) 
For  more  information  please  contact 

The  Rev.  Rosa  Lee  Harden  (415)  515-0425,  vicar@holyinsf.org,  www.holyinsf.org 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

NOW  ENROLLING  LOR  LALL  2004 

Please  call  for  dates  of  parent  information 
meetings  and  interviews 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  at  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ _ / 
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TIPS 

#1 


For  All 

Your  Flower  and 
Gift  Needs, 

Call 

Accent  on  Flowers 

415-824-3233 

Your  Noe  Valley 
Florist 


OUR  HEROS! 


Want  to  know  how  to  turn  small  change 
into  a  big  increase  in  your  local  business? 


It's  easy.  Just  contact  your  local  neighborhood  newspaper. 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  covers  local  news  better  than  any  other  media  outlet. 

And  with  thousands  of  loyal  readers  and  a 

25  year  history  of  publishing,  you'll  find  the  perfect  fit 

^  v 

for  your  display  advertising  budget. 

Call  Steve  at  415.239.1 1 14  to  get  started. 


Visit  The  Noe  Valley  — 
Sally  Brunn  Library 

451  Jersey  Street  at  Castro 
415-695-5095 


Looks  like  Cupid  s  in  town  again. 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Send  the  Lasting  Romance™ 
Bouquet 

For  Valentine  s  Day 
Saturday,  February  14. 


The  sweet  smell  of  love  is  in  the  air, 
and  it’s  coming  from  the  Stargazer  Lilies, 
Red  Roses,  Limonium,  Pink  Waxflower, 
and  White  Alstroemeria  bursting  from 
this  beautiful  glass  vase. 

Who  could  resist  this  charming  bouquet? 


100 %  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 
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Travels  Enhance  Learning:  James 
Lick’s  annual  trip  to  Merida,  Yucatan, 
has  been  rescheduled  for  March  6  to  16, 
2004.  A  trip  to  the  Oregon  Shakespeare 
Festival  in  Ashland  is  scheduled  for 
May  7  to  9.  Several  of  the  students  are 
still  looking  for  sponsors  who  can  help 
them  cover  the  costs  of  these  valuable 
educational  experiences.  (Your  assis¬ 
tance  is  tax-deductible.) 

Coffee  with  the  Principal:  Parents, 
neighbors,  and  merchants  are  invited  to 
join  Principal  Janice  Daniels  for  coffee 
and  refreshments  between  9:30  and  1 1 
a.m.  on  the  last  Friday  of  each  month. 
The  chats  take  place  in  Room  107  and 
feature  open  discussion  of  school- 
related  issues. 

The  James  Lick  Community 
Alliance  meetings  continue  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  the  month  at  12:30  p.m., 
with  lunch  provided.  Noe  Valley  mer¬ 
chants  and  neighbors  are  welcome  to 
attend.  Share  your  ideas,  talents,  enthu¬ 
siasm,  and  support  for  a  diverse  and 
caring  community.  Please  visit  Room 
107  or  call  Parent  Liaison  Denise  Rueda 
at  the  school  at  415-695-5675. 

— Susan  Cattoche 

FAIRMOUNT 

Found  in  Translation 

The  Center  for  Art  in  Translation  is  a 
group  of  people  in  San  Francisco  who 
believe  the  world  will  be  a  better  place 
if  more  of  us  learn  the  art  of  translation, 
to  bridge  cultures  through  language,  lit¬ 
erature,  and  poetry. 

So  what  did  they  do?  They  sent  a 
teacher,  Michael  Ray,  to  Fairmount 
School  three  days  a  week  to  work  with 
children  on  translating  poetry.  Students 
in  the  Spanish-immersion  program  in 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  grades  meet 
with  Ray  each  week  to  write  poems  in 
Spanish,  translate  those  poems  into 
English,  and  translate  poems  written  by 
famous  poets. 

Ana  Rodriguez,  a  third-grader,  says 
she  enjoys  the  poetry  classes  because  “it 
helps  you  write  more  about  yourself.” 
When  she’s  writing  a  poem,  Ana  says, 

“I  talk  to  my  body,  like  my  heart,  and 
that  makes  me  feel  happy.” 

At  the  end  of  the  school  year,  poems 
written  and  translated  by  Fairmount  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  included,  along  with 
works  by  students  from  other  schools, 
in  the  latest  volume  of  Poetry  Inside 
Out.  The  book  shows  how  each  child 
translates  a  poem  in  a  slightly  different 
way. 

“Students  are  learning  the  different 
ways  of  using  the  language,”  says  Fair- 
mount  Principal  Karling  Aguilera-Fort. 

Posada — Singing  for  Shelter:  The 

Fairmount  community  ended  the  year 


before  the  holidays  with  Posada,  a  party 
of  food  and  dance  that  is  a  tradition  in 
Mexico.  Children  dressed  up  and  acted 
the  parts  of  pilgrims  looking  for  shelter. 

“It  comes  from  the  belief  that  Mary 
and  Joseph  were  seeking  shelter,”  says 
Aguilera-Fort.  “In  Mexico,  the  story 
turned  [from  the  Biblical  version]  into 
pilgrims  singing  songs  to  people  who 
have  houses — -‘Would  you  please  open 
your  doors?  We  need  shelter.’ 

“It  was  so  nice  to  see  all  these  fami¬ 
lies  from  different  cultures  singing  these 
songs  from  papers  that  were  given  to 
them,”  says  Aguilera-Fort. 

About  100  people  showed  up,  and 
those  who  attended  enjoyed  it  so  much 
that  it  will  likely  become  an  annual  tra¬ 
dition  at  Fairmount. 

Read  Till  You  Drop:  The  school's 
annual  Read-a-thon  begins  on  Feb.  23 
and  runs  through  March  5.  Students  col¬ 
lect  donations  for  the  number  of  books 
read,  or  the  number  of  minutes  spent 
reading  each  day.  The  fundraiser  ends 
with  a  sleepover  on  March  5,  in  which 
children  and  parents  spend  the  night  in 
classrooms,  playing  games,  eating 
pizza,  and — you  guessed  it — reading. 

In  Harmony:  A  school  wide  choir  for 
all  interested  students  is  now  practicing 
each  week  after  school  with  a  music 
teacher  from  the  school  district.  Upcom¬ 
ing  events  will  sound  a  little  sweeter 
with  these  voices  all  harmonizing. 

Kids'  Chat:  Twice  a  month,  Aguil¬ 
era-Fort  holds  a  principal’s  chat  with 
parents  during  school  hours  (on  Thurs¬ 
days).  Now  he’s  extending  his  hospital¬ 
ity  to  the  kids.  On  Feb.  20,  he’ll  hold  a 
principal’s. chat  for  students,  so  they  can 
ask  him  questions,  tell  him  what  they 
like,  and  what  they'd  like  to  change. 

FiestaVal:  Fairmount’s  grand  party. 
Fiesta Val,  is  still  a  few  months  away 
(May  15),  but  parents  and  kids  are 
already  gearing  up  for  the  fun,  which 
last  year  brought  in  $20,000  for  the 
school.  Last  spring,  families,  staff,  and 
neighbors  gathered  to  eat  wonderful 
food,  watch  dances,  and  bid  for  treas¬ 
ures  in  the  auction  (many  from  gener¬ 
ous  Noe  Valley  merchants  who  donated 
meals  and  merchandise  to  the  school). 
Thank  you  in  advance. 

— Jan  Ruiz 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


Katherine 
Michiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  .school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Cafe  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


•  CHALLENGING  COLLEGE  PREPARATORY  CURRICULUM 
EMPHASIZING  SCIENCE  &  TECHNOLOGY,  WORLD 
CULTURES  AND  RELIGIONS 

•  REAL  LIFE  LEARNING  THROUGH  STRUCTURED 
INTERNSHIPS  AND  INDEPENDENT  STUDY  PROGRAMS 


Applications  now  being  accepted  for  Fall  2004  Freshmen  and  Sophomores 


a  new  High  School  with  a  21st  Century  Vision 


•  COMPREHENSIVE  ATHLETIC  AND  EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
PROGRAMS 


•  SMALL  CLASS  SIZES,  DISTINGUISHED  FACULTY, 
DIVERSE  SCHOOL  COMMUNITY 


•  TUITION  ASSISTANCE  AVAILABLE 

For  information  call  the  Admissions  office  at  415.561 .5800 
or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.bayschoolsf.org 


OPENING  FALL  2004  IN  THE  PRESIDIO  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

8  FUNSTON  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  29610,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94129-0610 


GOOD  FOOD! 


Called  the  "Best  in  the  City” 
Come  see  our  collection  of 
Hollywood  memorabilia. 

Old  fashioned  cooking  from 
scratch. 

Now  serving  deli  sandwiches 
with  fresh  meats  &  cheeses 
Now  open  nights! 

Breakfast  anytime. 


Al’s  Cafe  -  3286 1/2  Mission  St.  San  Francisco  415-641-8445 


Recycled  Children’s  Clothing 
Toys  •  Gear  •  Maternity 


75%  Recycled 
100%  Friendly 

We  promise  friendly 
service,  great  stuff, 
and  great  prices  on 

children’s  clothing 
(newborn  to  6  years) 
toys  and  baby  gear. 


Located  nearby  in  Bernal  Heights: 
451 A  Cortland  @  Andover 
www.chloescloset.com 


(415)  642-3300 


$5.00  Off  Next  Purchase  At 

Recycled  Children’s  Clothing 
451 A  Cortland  •  (415)  642-3300 

Limit  one  per  customer.  No  cash  value.  Expires  6/30/04. 
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415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Looks  like  Cupid  s  in  town  again. 


Send  the  Lasting  Romance™ 
Bouquet 

For  Valentines  Day 
Saturday,  February  14. 


The  sweet  smell  of  love  is  in  the  air, 
and  it’s  coming  from  the  Stargazer  Lilies, 
Red  Roses,  Limonium,  Pink  Waxflower, 
and  White  Alstroemeria  bursting  from 
this  beautiful  glass  vase. 

Who  could  resist  this  charming  bouquet? 


100%  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


For  AH 

Your  Flower  and 
Gift  Needs, 

Call 

Accent  on  Flowers 

415-824-3233 

Your  Noe  Valley 
Florist 


Writers ,  Artists ,  Photographers . . . 

Submit  Your  Work! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wants  your 
submissions  for  the  Last  Page. 

The  Last  Page  showcases  a  wide  range  of 
poetry,  fiction,  essays,  artwork,  and 
photography  from  local  writers  and  artists. 

For  Writers:  Manuscripts  should  be  1,500 
words  or  less.  Double-spaced.  Typewritten. 
Or  e-mail:  LastPage@noevatleyvoice.com. 

For  Artists  and  Photographers:  Submit 
photocopies  of  work  only.  We  prefer  work 
originally  done  in  black  &  white. 


Send  submissions  to: 

The  Last  Page,  Noe  Valley  Voice 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 

Please  include  your  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  e-mail  address. 
Self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
required  for  a  reply. 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


reams,  books,  are  each  a  world; 
and  books,  we  know, 

Are  a  substantial  world, 
both  pure  and  good. 

Round  these,  with  tendrils 
strong  as  flesh  and  blood, 
Our  pastime  and  our 
happiness  will  grow. 


William  Wordsworth 
(1770-1850) 


If  you're  over  60, 

Have  Lunch 
With  Us! 

Meet  all  of  the 
friendly  folks  enjoying 
a  nutritious  meal  at  the 

Noe  Valley 
Senior  Lunch 
Program 

Monday  through  Friday 
12:15  p.m. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

between  Elizabeth 
and  23rd  Streets 

415-648-1030 

$1.25  or  by  donation 

Come  join  us  today! 

Sponsored  by 
Project  Open  Hand 

Funded  by 

The  Office  of  Aging,  U.S.D.A. 


Zippy  Goes  Roadside! 

Each  Zippy  Annual  paperback  collects  about 
52  weeks  worth  of  Zippy  the  Pinhead  daily 
and  full-color  Sunday  comic  strips!  Follow 
Zippy  as  he  travels  coast  to  coast,  carrying 
on  meaningful  conversations  with  giant  road¬ 
side  icons  like  the  Muffler  Man,  the  Doggie 
Diner  Doggie,  and  Bob’s  Big  Boy.  Zippy  visits 
classic  diners,  “Brand  X”  fast  food  chains, 
highway  signage,  and  lots  of  giant  outdoor 
advertising  statuary. 

All  Zippy  Annuals  (and  lots  of  other  Zippy 
books  and  comics,  all  autographed  by  Bill 
Griffith)  are  available  at  www.zippythepin- 
head.com,  or  by  mail  (send  a  check  or  money 
order  for  $24.95  for  each  book  you  order) 
from  Pinhead  Productions,  P.0.  Box  88, 
Hadlyme,  CT  06439. 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  #1 
160  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  2001 
144  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 

NEW! 

ZIPPY  ANNUAL  2002 
128  pp.,  color  &  b/w 
$19.95  +  shipping 


maxsui 


handcrafted 
custom  made  belts 
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BOOKS  in  our  BRANCH 


This  month’s  book  list,  chosen  by  Noe  Valley  librarians  Carol  Small  and  Wayne  Donica, 
features  an  inside  look  at  Howard  Dean,  an  analysis  of  dishonesty  in  America,  and  the 
intimate  diary  of  an  earthworm.  To  find  out  which  books  are  available,  call  695-5095,  log  onto 
www.sfpl.org,  or  drop  by  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  45 1  Jersey  Street  near  Castro. 
Besides  books,  the  library  has  magazines,  videos,  DVDs,  music  CDs,  and  the  archives  and 
index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  It  also  offers  newspapers  such  as  the  Wall  Street  Journal  and 
New  York  Times,  a  collection  of  books  in  Spanish,  works  about  women’s  history,  and  a  section 
on  career  resources.  Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.; 
Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.:  Fridays,  I  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Adult  Fiction 

#  In  Hollywood  Divorces,  Jackie  Collins 
chronicles  the  lives  of  three  glamorous 
women  whose  troubled  and  tangled  mar¬ 
riages  are  headed  for  divorce.  Although  fic¬ 
tionalized,  these  characters  are  based  on 
actual  Hollywood  superstars. 

V  Set  in  L.A.  and  San  Diego,  Some  Kind  of 
Miracle  is  Iris  Rainer  Dart’s  novel  about  two 
wouldbe  songwriters  who  hold  on  to  hope 
despite  economic  and  emotional  hardships. 

V  Sixteen-year-old  Elizabeth  Drummond 
sails  from  Scotland  to  Australia  to  meet  her 
husband-to-be,  the  rich  but  callous  Alexander 
Kinross,  in  The  Touch,  Colleen  McCul¬ 
lough’s  latest  epic,  set  in  the  19th  century. 

y  Navajo  grandmother  Rose  Destea  encoun¬ 
ters  danger  when  she  investigates  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  medicinal  plants  used  in 
religious  ceremonies,  in  Plant  Them  Deep,  a 
mystery  by  Aimee  and  David  Thurlo. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

V  In  The  Cheating  Culture,  David  Callahan 
tries  to  answer  the  question:  Why  are  more 
and  more  Americans  willing  to  lie  and  cheat 
to  get  ahead? 

V  Craighton  Gee  presents  a  compilation  of 
little-known  facts  and  historical  events  that 
have  shaped  the  nation,  in  Notes  on  the 
State  of  America. 

V  Teens  Under  the  Influence:  The  Truth 
About  Kids,  Alcohol,  and  Other  Drugs,  by 
Katherine  Ketcham,  is  a  primer  for  parents 
of  teens  who  suffer  from  substance  abuse. 

V  A  team  of  Vermont  reporters  reviews 
Dean’s  record  as  governor  in  Howard  Dean: 
A  Citizens’  Guide  to  the  Man  Who  Would 
Be  President. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Stories  and  Films  for  Kids 

^  Children  2  and  up  are  invited  to  attend 
preschool  story  time,  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays, 
Feb.  3,  10,  and  17.  Meanwhile,  kids  a  bit 
older  (3  and  up)  can  come  watch  short  films, 
at  10  and  1 1  a.m.,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  24. 


Children’s  Fiction 

V  Suspense  is  sustained  during  the  story, 
which  ends  with  a  happy  holiday  surprise,  in 
Mouse’s  First  Valentine,  written  by  Lauren 
Thompson  and  illustrated  by  Buket  Erdogan. 
Ages  2  to  4. 

V  An  endearing  little  earthworm  provides 
his  view  of  the  positive  and  negative  aspects 
of  life,  in  Diary  of  a  Worm,  written  by 
Doreen  Cronin  and  illustrated  by  Harry 
Bliss.  Ages  3  to  5. 

Big  Bubba  has  a  wonderful  day  in  town 
with  his  young  child,  then  makes  use  of  a 
tried-and-true  technique  when  Beau  doesn’t 
want  to  go  to  sleep  in  Bubba  and  Beau  Go 
Night-Night,  written  by  Kathi  Appelt  and 
illustrated  by  Arthur  Howard.  Ages  4  to  6. 

V  In  Isaac  Millman’s  Moses  Goes  to  the 
Circus,  the  fun  of  attending  the  circus  is 
described  in  words,  pictures,  and  American 
Sign  Language,  so  you  can  learn  several 
signs  as  you  go  through  the  book.  Ages  4  to  7. 
#  Although  the  disappearance  of  the  fuzzy 
dice  from  the  bus  causes  a  serious  delay  in 
the  public  transportation  system,  best  friends 
Bunny  Brown  and  Jack  Jones  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem,  in  Cynthia  Rylant’s  The  High-Rise  Pri¬ 
vate  Eyes:  The  Case  of  the  Fidgety  Fox, 
illustrated  by  G.  Brian  Karas.  Ages  5  to  8. 

V1  To  help  make  sense  of  her  life,  12-year- 
old  Ruby  writes  screenplays  and  decides  her 
father  is  a  secret  CIA  operative,  in  Theresa 
Nelson’s  Ruby  Electric.  Ages  10  and  up. 


Children’s  Nonfiction 


V  After  a  teacher  makes  an  ordinary  trip  to 
the  library,  she  and  her  students  have  an 
incredible  field  trip  in  Ms.  Frizzle’s  Adven¬ 
tures:  Medieval  Castle,  by  Joanna  Cole, 
illustrated  by  Bruce  Degen.  Ages  6  to  9. 

§  If  you  want  to  enrich  your  vocabulary, 
Loreen  Leedy  (author)  and  Pat  Street 
(illustrator)  can  help!  Just  try  a  few 
expressions  from  their  informative  and 
entertaining  book  There’s  a  Frog  in  My 
Throat!  440  Animal  Sayings  a  Little  Bird 
Told  Me.  Ages  6  to  9. 


book§ellers 


welcomes  the  young  women  and 
editorial  advisors  behind 

$ir  IJJource 

a  book  by  and  for 
young  women 

OirlSource  is  a  non-profit  organization  that 
provides  opportunities  for  young,  low  income 
women  between  the  ages  of  14-18  to  create 
media  and  education  products  that  ref  lect 
their  own  voices  and  ideals. 

thurs.  Feb.  12 

6  pm 


1307  Castro 
415/282-8080 


sense 

Independent  Bookstores 
for  Independent  Minds 


Grieving  losses  and  letting  go... 

Freeing  blocked  creativity... 
Moving  beyond  self-defeating  patterns... 

Stable  support  during  hard  times... 

How  can  psychotherapy  help  you? 

Celia  Lighthill  M.A. 

Ca.  MFT  License  #27325 


(415)  239-1315 

Affordable  sliding  scale 


1 

JElttEfft 

MAIL  &  COPY 

5214-F  Diamond  Hgts  Blvd  ▼ 
(next  to  Diamond  T 

Heights  Safeway)  T 


Custom  packing 

Shipping 

Notary 

Mailbox  rental 
Copies 

Color  laser  copies 
Rubber  stamps 
Public  fax 


415-282-2100 
415-282-2102  (fax) 
www.jensens-sf.com 


▼  Pack  and  ship 

▼  Ample  parking 

▼  Friendly  staff 


Closer  than 


think! 


Noe  Valle 
hamber  Musi' 


music 


undisputed  master  of  the  string  quartet. 


1021  Sanchez  St.  <•'  23rd  |  415.61 


Sunday,  February  8,  4  p.m. 

Russians  in  Black  &  While 

Acclaimed  pianist  Stephen  Prutsman  pel  lorn  I 
of  Scriabin,  Rachmaninoff,  and  a  little  ja//... 

Sunday,  February  22,  4  p.m. 

Ives  does  Beethoven! _ 


"Yliy  theory  is  that  people  who 
don't  like  mystery  stories  are 
anarchists"  -  (%ex  Stout 


The 

San  Francisco 

Mystery 

Bookstore 

¥f75  2¥t h  Street 
at  £>iarvton«f 

*1S-181’7¥¥* 

e~toaU  sf  mystery  froof<*@ao(,com 

Open  Sands y  -  Thursday  11:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  <  Saturday  11:00  a.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 

Wow  open  Mondays?  11:00  a.m,  -  6  :oo  p.m. 
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This  Space  Available 


March 

2004 


For  the  best  display  advertising  deals 
in  the  best  Community  Newspaper 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


For  All 

Your  Flower  and 
Gift  Needs, 

Call 

Accent  on  Flowers 

415-824-3233 

Your  Noe  Valley 
Florist 


NOE  VALLEY  COMPUTERS 


Sales  -  Service  -  Networking 

Specialists  in  Small  Business  and  Home  Office  Networking 

Authorized  Reseller  for  RCN  Cable  and  COVAD  DSL 


PC,  Notebook  &  Laser  Printer  Repair 


Serving  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years 

100  Clipper  Street  ©Church  282-3000 


Looks  like  Cupid’s  in  town  again. 


Opening 
the  door 
to  hope 


Call  our 
lifeline. 
It's  toll-free. 


1-800-572-1717  KUDU 

www.mdausa.org  Muscular  Dystrophy 


Send  the  Lasting  Romance™ 
Bouquet 

For  Valentine  s  Day 
Saturday,  February  14. 


The  sweet  smell  of  love  is  in  the  air, 
and  it’s  coming  from  the  Stargazer  Lilies, 
Red  Roses,  Limonium,  Pink  Waxflower, 
and  White  Alstroemena  bursting  from 
this  beautiful  glass  vase. 

Who  could  resist  this  charming  bouquet? 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 
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You’ll  find  it  in 
Glen  Park, 
the  friendly 
neighborhood 
*  just  over  the  hill 
from  Noe  Valley. 

Come  see  us 
today. 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371 
Member:  CLCA 


415.699.6209 

www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


flC  Serving  San  Francisco’s 
»  buyers  and  sellers 
UP  since  1984 

A  Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.550.1302  x215 
l—  BethKershaw@aol.com 


Glen  Park 

NEIGHBORS 

■ 


ue  Construction 


CA  Lie  542578 


C415)  587-7274- 

Plumbing/enovations  &  repair 
Kitchen  and  bath  remodelling 
Seismic  retrofitting 

25  years  of  plumbing  and  building  experience 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


vl 


glen  park  dental 

Dan  Gustavson,  DDS 

415-585-1500  tel 
415-585-1567  fax 

2790  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

www.glenparkdental.com 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


Bird  &  y. 

Beckett  M 
Books  ^ — 1 

&  Record 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 

Cf*  Kids 

Hey  Kids  bring  Mam  and  Dad  to 
Chenery  Parfe  Restaurant  an 
Tuesday  Nights  for  Family  Night! 

Jain  the  CP  Kids  Club 
CaFFect  the  Stars  for  free  stuff! 

When  ?  Where? 

Tuesday  Chenerg  f*arfe 

683  Chenery  Street  in  GFen  Pari  415-337-8537 

reservations  and  highchair  request  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 


_ 
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TAKE  YOUR  USED 

MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-3311 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-6043 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371 
Member:  CLCA 


415.699.6209 

www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  211  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150  Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Mark’s  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 


Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 


West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


RfiCY  c:  L  F. 
USED  Oil 


SF  Environment 

Our  horn..  Our  city.  Our  pkin«t. 

City  ond  County  of  Son  Francisco 
www.sfenvironmenl.com 


We’d  like  to  have  you  over  in  March. 
WANT  TO  JOIN  US? 


Your  Display  Advertising  Inquiries  can  be  answered  by 
EMAILING  jaxvoice@aol.com 
OR  by 

TELEPHONING  Steve  415-239-1114. 

Don’t  Miss  Out.  Get  in  touch  with  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  TODAY. 


For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  granf  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Call  center  for  hours  of  operation  and  quantities  accepted. 


STOP  Smoking 
Guaranteed 

•  Free  phone  consultation 

•  Money-back  guarantee 

•  Hypnotherapy  and  NLP 

Call  Habit  Project 

for  additional  information 

(415)  386-0506 

Or  learn  more  at 

habitproject.com 

Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  the 
Financial  District 
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VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
Sun.  11—5 
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Since  1976 


J 


The  Permanent  Approach 

To  Weight  Management 


Quality  Service  Since  1978 

1300  Sanchez  Private  Counseling 

at  26th  St.  Safe  *  Affordable  •  Personalized 
Fresh  Food  Delivered  Daily  • 
41 5-641-4489  Successful  Maintenance  Program 

wvwv.liteforlife.com  "We  Specialize  in  Putting  Life  Back  Into  Balance" 


Independently  Rated 
Highest  in  Quality 


L^oe’s  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 
A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub.  Steam  Room, 
Views,  Decks,  TV  &  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe’s  Nest  - 

Truly  a  San  Francisco  Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


Alice’s 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Advocates  for  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 

Contact:  Greg  Clark,  826-6222 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31869,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131  -0869 
Meetings:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month,  in  the 
auditorium  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day 
and  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230; 
capa@home4us.org 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 
7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Bimonthly  board  meetings; 
membership  meetings  semi-annually.  Call 
for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  every  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Pam  Coxson,  648-4977 
Mailing  Address:  25  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  details.  The  annual  Fair 
Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Jeannene  Przyblyski,  282-4334 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  every  other 
month  (call  to  confirm),  Noe  Valley  Library, 
451  Jersey  St.,  7  p.m. 


Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center  * 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:- 205  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  "Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

1  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com.  or  log  on  to  the  group's  web  site: 
www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants  . 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  route  for  a  5K 
run/walk  in  San  Francisco.)  For  information, 
go  to  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com. 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 

E-mail:  lodoosh@pacbell.net 

SWMNA  web  site:  www.lodoosh.com 

Mailing  Address:  1345  Guerrero  St.,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 

Salvation  Army,  3550  Cesar  Chavez  St., 

7  p.m.  (Membership  includes  residents  who 
live  between  Mission  and  Fair  Oaks  and 
Cesar  Chavez  and  24th  streets.) 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Tom  Mogensen,  824-7 1 27 
Mailing  Address:  1459  Church  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  and 
Sanchez,  7:30  p.m. 


SINCE  19-87 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1 166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C*0*F*F*E*E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 

FREE  Bag  of 
40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

February  only,  with  this  ad 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE.. .PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 

•  FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


•  Inspect  master  'v 
cylinder,  wheel 
cylinder,  hoses  jiT 
and  caliper 

•  Brake  performance  2 
road  test 

•  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


Pads  &  Shoes  NV 

GUARANTEED  FOR 
LIFE! 

FROM 


Turn  Drums  A  Rotors  &  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


FRONT  OR  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  Wheel  Drive  Included 
New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  &  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 


Start  From 


GUARANTEED 

3  yr.,  30,000  ml.  on  Parts  1  yr.,  1 2,000  mi.  on  Labor 


Pressure  plate 
Clutch  disc 
Throw  out  bearing 
Pilot  bearingf 
Deglaze  flywheel 
Lubricate  transmission 
spline 

Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 


•  Check  hydraulic  system 

•  Check  front  axel  &  drive 
shaft 

•  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

•  Check  transmission 
fluid  level 

•  Road  test 

•  Safety  check 


95* 

Free 
Towing 
SF  Area 

*  Certain  models.  Call  for  your  quote 

_  '7 

2  1 

t  If  applicable,  turn  flywheel  extra.  NV 


TIMING  BELT  JAPANESE  &  EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover,  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles  or 
more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your  timing 
belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage. 


Start  From 


Includes: 

•  We  will  install  a  new 
timing  belt 


•  Inspect  front  Oil  Seals 

•  Inspect  Fan  Belts 

•  Check  Ignition  Timing 

•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks 


6,  8  Cylinders, 
Power  Steering, 
Air  Conditioning 
cost  extra 


Certain  models. 
Call  for  your  quote. 


$17Q9 


NV 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE 


’15 


95 


NV 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Drain  Oil  &  Refill  Up  to  5  Qts.  of 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30  Wt.) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  Filter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmission, 
Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze  &  Windshield 
Washer,  Battery  Water,  Brake  Fluids  •  Check 

Air  Rlter,  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires 
Upon  Request 

•  Safety  CheGk  # 


Most  cars  &  Light  trucks.  Waste  disposal  included. 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 


Cars  & 
Light  Trucks 


*99 


AC  ♦  4*  Fuel  Inj..  Valve 
ad  j.  extra  if 


required 


Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  • 

Install  New  Air  Rlter  •  Install  New  Fuel  Rlter  •  Install  PVC  Valve*  • 
Install  New  Cranckcase  Rlter*  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil 
Up  to  5  Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Fluids  as 
Needed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axel,  Clutch  Hydraulic, 

Differential,  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery, 
Brake  Ruids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  required  •  Adjust  Drive  Belts 
Tension  if  required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if  required  • 

Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  &  adjust  Brakes*  •  1 

Inspect  Steering  &  Suspension  •  Inspect  Exhaust  System  • 

Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust  Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check 
Charging  System  •  Check  Starting  System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon 
Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure  •  Check  Lights  •  Road  Test 


•*  6-cyl.  fuel  injection,  platinum  plugs,  4x4  extra.  Some  models  require  valve  adjustments  to  complete  service  at  extra  cost 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  ot  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We'll  Beat  Any  Competitor’s  Written  Price! 


431-3700 

740  Valencia  SI.  (between  18th  &  19th,  near  BART  &  Muni) 
Monday  —  Friday,  7:30  am  -  6  pm  •  Saturday  8  am  -  0  pm 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


“Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1982” 


*We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair 
properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  coupon  when 
service  order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  of  our  other  offers. 


It  is  always 
a  pleasure 
fa  serve  you 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 

Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 


Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 
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Point  Reyes  Vacation.  Sweet  one-bedroom  guest 
cottage  on  our  little  farm  in  Olema.  $  1 20  per  night. 
Photos  of  cottage,  gardens,  and  chickens  at 
www.kellyemery.coni/collage,  or  4 1 5-663- 1 288. 

Learn  Japanese.  All  levels:  conversation,  reading, 
writing,  and  grammar;  history,  art,  and  culture,  etc. 
Professional  Japanese  language  instructor  for  25 
years.  Day,  evening,  or  weekend  classes  at  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  home.  Persona]  instruction  for  your  needs.  Call 
Atsuko,  415-824-1883. 

Make  Silver  Jewelry  using  soft  silver  (PMC+). 
Have  fun  learning  a  valuable  skill.  Day  and  evening 
classes.  Sofina  studio,  4 1 5-864-3344;  www.sofina- 
jewelry.com. 

Oceanfront  Vacation  Rental,  Dillon  Beach.  This 
charming  one-bedroom  cottage  has  wood  stove,  full 
kitchen,  and  more.  Steps  to  village  shop  and  beach. 
Sleeps  six.  Reasonable  rates,  babacarler@mac.com 
or  415-235-5836. 

Yoga  Classes!  St.  Aidan’s  Church.  101  Gold  Mine 
(comer  of  Diamond  Heights  Blvd.).  Easy  parking. 
Saturdays,  9:30  to  11  a.m.,  $12  drop-in.  Taught  in 
the  tradition  of  B.K.S.  Iyengar  by  Monica  Desai- 
Henderson,  415-221-0338.  Improve  your  flexibili¬ 
ty,  balance,  strength,  and  breathing! 

Storage  Space  Wanted.  Will  pay  $80  per  month. 
For  books,  a  ladder,  etc.  978-9375. 

Women’s  Circle.  Carve  out  time  for  your  creative 
self.  Join  with  other  women  to  receive  support/ex¬ 
plore  life  issues  through  journal  keeping,  poetry, 
memoir.  Noe  Valley.  Monday  nights.  7:30,  $30  per 
week.  Janell  Moon,  counselor  and  author  of  Stirring 
the  Waters:  Writing  to  Find  Your  Spirit,  voted  one 
of  the  five  best  spirituality  books  of  2002  by  Inde¬ 
pendent  Bookseller’s  Association.  415-824-1936; 
wWw.janellmoon.com.  , 


Unique  Wedding  and  commitment  ceremonies, 
meditation,  and  healing  work.  Quality  spiritual  care 
since  1985.  (Rev.)  Angel  Stork,  415-285-2571. 

Psychiatry — Stanford-trained  psychiatrist  in  pri¬ 
vate  practice  near  20th  and  Dolores.  Adults  and  ado¬ 
lescents.  Consultations,  psychotherapy,  couples, 
family,  and  psychopharmacology.  415-285-3774. 

Got  Pines?  Winter  is  the  time  to  prune  your  pine 
trees.  It’s  also  time  to  prune  most  fruit  trees.  Com¬ 
plete  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA-Certified  Ar¬ 
borist.  Beautiful  work  and  expert  care.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  415-882-1109. 

Artists,  Entertainers,  small  business  entrepreneurs: 
protect  your  work.  Copyright,  trademark,  contracts, 
small  business  startup — including  business  license, 
incorporation,  business  partnership  formation.  Call 
Noe  Valley  attorney  Marilyn  Kalman.  Free  initial 
phone  consultation.  415-826-1556. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Large  decks  with  views  of  stream, 
woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream.  Photos  available. 
Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend.  $500;  stay  up  to 
four  more  nights  for  free.  Additional  nights  after  the 
first  seven  are  $70  per'night  or  four  weeks  at  $  1 ,750. 
Discount  given  to  repeat  guests.  415-647-3052 
(phone  and  fax). 

Wanted:  Funky  Live/Work  Space  to  Do  Art.  Run¬ 
down  cottage,  storefront?  Open  to  possibilities.  San 
Francisco.  South  S.F.,  Pacifica.  Call  510-534-7312. 

The  Writing  Salon.  Year-round  creative  writing 
classes.  Fiction,  poetry,  personal  essays,  memoirs, 
screenwriting,  playwriting,  travel  writing,  and 
more.  415-642-9793;  www.writingsalons.com. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Access,  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  864-1491;  cfebcom@aoi.com. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Leam  piano  with  pa¬ 
tient,  supportive  teacher.  Lessons  tailored  to  indi¬ 
vidual  goals.  Music  degree  and  24  years  of  teaching 
experience.  Ear  training,  theory,  classical  or  popular 
repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Bannett,  648-1007. 

Licensed  General  Contractor.  Complete  kitchen 
and  bath  remodeling  service,  seismic/structural, 
concrete  retaining  walls,  stairs,  decks,  windows, 
doors.  Quality  exterior  painting  and  facade  repairs. 
Thorough,  reliable,  references.  25  years  serving  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods.  Thomas  Cunniff,  415- 
861-5099. 

Mac/PC/iPod/iTUnes:  Need  help?  Good  price.  In- 
terhet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/scanner 
problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work  as  tech 
of  schools  for  1 0  years.  Day  and  night  appointments. 
Call  415-642-8287. 


400  a  word! 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 

The  deadline  is  the 
15th  of  the  month. 


CLASS  ADS 


Cake  Art:  Amazing  3-D  portraits.  Original,  unique, 
delicious.  See  www.jonieisen.cbm  or  call  648-6740. 

Hypnosis  Works!  Ready  for  a  change?  Hypnosis 
can  refocus  and  unblock  your  life.  Master  the  tools 
to  live  fully  and  healthfully.  Get  results!  Safe  and 
confidential.  Nina  Glaser,  C.H.T.,  Hypnotherapist. 
415-516-2133. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  patios,  main¬ 
tenance.  Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Classical  Piano  Lessons  for  children  and  adults. 
Music  and  theory  instruction  from  experienced,  pa¬ 
tient  Noe  Valley  teacher.  Elva  Granat,  285-5769. 

Beautiful,  Private  Garden  Flat  in  Noe  Valley,  two 
weeks  to  three  months.  Self-contained;  all  ameni¬ 
ties,  including  fireplace,  piano,  full  kitchen,  washer, 
and  dryer.  Looks  onto  garden.  Quiet  home,  owner- 
occupied.  Ideal  for  academics.  One-bedroom,  sofa 
bed  in  living  room.  Great  location.  $2,600  per 
month  or  $850  weekly.  Please  call  415-821-4872. 
Web  site:  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Meets  all  residential  repairs 
and  remodeling  jobs.  Fast  response  and  reasonable 
rates.  Quality  work  from  start  to  finish.  12  years  ex¬ 
perience,  with  an  extensive  list  of  happy  clients  in 
San  Francisco.  Call  Darrin  at  415-672-2509. 

Make  Your  Home  What  You  Want!  Color  con¬ 
sultant:  Having  trouble  picking  out  those  perfect 
colors  for  your  home?  Set  up  a  consultation  to  get 
the  color  you  want.  Interior  design:  Have  the  home 
you  always  imagined  for  yourself.  Call  180°  De¬ 
sign,  Kathyjean  Boise,  415-285-3014. 

Why  Clean?  Allow  Me!  Save  time  and  money  with 
a  detail-oriented  professional.  Mike,  495-23 1 2. 

Experienced  Tutor  Available.  English,  French, 
Biology,  study  skills,  SAT  (grades  1  through  12); 
Math,  Science  (grades  1  through  7).  Previously 
taught  in  a  grammar  school,  currently  also  teach 
classes  to  adults.  Call  415-401-7234. 

Healthy  Housecleaning.  Four-hour  minimum, 
weekly  or  bi-weekly.  Standard  service:  safe,  least- 
toxic,  unscented.  Tough  on  dirt,  gentle  on  surfaces. 
Special  service:  heavy-duty,  deep  cleaning,  dust 
mites,  mold,  lead-safe  cleaning.  522-2904.  Experi¬ 
enced.  Current  local  references. 

Handyman  for  Hire.  Reasonable  rates,  profes¬ 
sional  results;  any  size  project.  Carpentry,  painting, 
kitchen  remodels,  demolition,  decks,  fences,  much 
more.  Joe,  415-641-5059. 

Pet  Sitting  Services  by  Michele.  Reliable  care,  de¬ 
livered  with  love  by  a  retired  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Call  643-1084. 

Piano  Lessons  with  Patience  and  Humor.  Former 
member  of  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  S.F.  Mime 
Troupe.  All  styles.  Randy  Craig,  415-334-2451. 

Custom  Pine  Cabinetry  for  home,  office,  and 
country  place.  Go  to  our  website  at  www.pinecabi- 
netry.com,  then  give  us  a  call.  Or  just  call  us  at  415- 
621-4390;  Jim. 

Relaxing  Swedish  Massage  by  CMT.  Strictly 
non-sexual.  Reasonable  rates.  First-time  and  mul¬ 
tiple  times  discounts.  Easy  parking.  4 1 5-699-984 1 . 
lrinas@sbcglobal.net. 

Noe  Valley  Locksmith.  Licensed,  bonded,  insured. 
Low  rates.  415-602-4964. 


Flute  Lessons  offered  by  Noe  Valley-based  flutist. 
15  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and  M.M.  Open¬ 
ings  for  all  levels  and  all  ages.  Fun  and  profession¬ 
al.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Adriano  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  clean  patios, 
homes,  garages,  buildings,  and  much  more!  Call  us. 
415-990-4062.  Free  estimates;  no  prices  given  over 
the  phone. 


Long-Term  Care  Insurance  for  yourself  or  aging 
relatives.  Protect  a  lifetime  of  savings  and  reduce 
stress  on  family  members.  Medicare  benefits  are 
limited  and  Medi-Cal  will  deplete  your  savings  be¬ 
fore  paying.  Quality  home-care  benefits  available. 
For  a  free,  no-pressure  consultation,  call  Bill  Han- 
nant  at  4 1 5-647-70 1 2,  or  visit  www.billhannant.com. 

Tummy  Ache?  Irritable  bowel?  Stressed  out?  Leam 
how  to  quickly  relax  and  improve  digestion  with 
five  easy  breathing  and  self-massage  techniques. 
Private  appointments  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Stephen 
Cavaliere,  co-author  of  Unwinding  the  Belly,  Heat¬ 
ing  with  Gentle  Touch,  415-505-0409.  Soothing  foot 
massage  ($60  per  hour)  and  Shiatsu  ($75  per  hour) 
also  available. 


Individual  and  Business  Tax  Preparation  and 

consultation.  Enrolled  agent  with  master’s  degree 
in  tax  and  a  prior  tax  manager  with  large  CPA  firm. 
Reasonable  rates,  professional  service,  with  clients’ 
tax  savings  a  top  priority.  Call  Just  Tax,  282-5935. 

Franco  Cleaning:  Home  and  Office  Cleaning. 

Excellent  references.  For  more  details,  call  415- 
823-0531. 

After-School  and  Saturday  Tbtoring!  Profession¬ 
al;  instruction  and  support  for  learning.  Affordable, 
group  or  private.  Expert  educator  of  all  levels  and 
subjects.  12  years  boosting  self-esteem  and  grades! 
Assessment  and  advocacy  services.  Contact  Clare 
at  415-239-1779  or  clarewhy@aol.com. 

Architect — New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Fine  innovative  design  enhancing  traditional  de¬ 
sign.  On-site  consultation  on  any  project.  Reason¬ 
able  fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  26  years.  In 
Noe  Valley  since  1 98 1 .  Call  Michael  Hager  at  4 1 5- 
285-7409. 

Individual,  Couple,  and  Family  Counseling  in 

Noe  Valley.  Wave  Geber,  M.A.,  M.F.T.  #36613. 
415-412-3495. 

Garden  Cleanup.  Clearing,  hauling  of  overgrowth 
from  gardens  of  all  sizes.  Kevin,  775-2246. 

Too  Many  Papers?  Too  Little  Time?  Call  home  and 
office  organizer  Margo  Rila,  415-861-4551.  Refer¬ 
ences.  Reasonable  rates,  www.margo.bytewright.com. 

House  Clean.  Need  to  clean  your  house?  We  are 
reasonably  priced,  thorough,  and  experienced.  We 
have  references.  Free  estimate.  Leave  a  message  for 
Maria  Pires  at  650-756-55 12. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  springtime  fixup  and  repair  needs.  Small 
projects  welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside 
painting,  plumbing  problems,  carpentry,  sinks,  fix¬ 
tures,  light  electrical  work,  and  more.  Call  Your 
Handyman,  415-425-2585. 

Relationship  Counseling.  Couples  and  individu¬ 
als.  14  years  experience.  Evening  and  weekend  ap¬ 
pointments.  Insurance  accepted  and  sliding  scale. 
Irving  Street  at  11th  Avenue.  Dennis  Thatcher, 
M.F.T.  State  license  #MFC25 186.  415-995-2916. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights.  2 1  years  teaching  experience:  all  levels  and 
all  ages.  Welcomes  adults  returning  to  the  piano. 
Lessons  given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano, 
where  you  leam  the  best.  Marv  Hiemstra,  826-4485; 
drollmarv@aol.com. 

Skilled  Tutoring  in  Your  Home.  15  plus  years  ex¬ 
perience  as  an  academic  tutor  in  San  Francisco. 
Specialist  in  language  arts,  including  creative  writ¬ 
ing  and  reading  development.  I  work  with  students 
of  all  ages  and  subject  areas.  Credentialed  in  Spe¬ 
cial  Education.  Expertise  in  learning  differences. 
Supportive,  nurturing  approach.  E-mail  me  at 
Suzyqblue2@aol.com  or  phone  821-4615. 


Bookkeeping.  MYOB,  Quicken,  Quick  Books, 
Excel.  25  years  experience.  $50  per  hour.  415- 
643-2800;  www.handshake.biz. 

Pet  Photography  by  Lion  Photeaux  &  Invention! 
415-665-3530! 

House  Renovation  Items.  Architectural,  fireplaces, 
stained  glass,  plaster  and  wood  moldings,  chande¬ 
liers,  plus  paintings  and  period  furniture.  See  Deal¬ 
er  #63’s  booth  at  San  Francisco  Antique  Mall,  701 
Bayshore,  San  Francisco,  415-656-3530,  10  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.  daily. 

Piano  Lessons!  Kids  a  specialty.  Nue  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  with  15  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and 
M.M..  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Original  Dog  Products:  www.lionphoteaux-inven- 
tion.com! 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175. 

Go  www.lucyavila.com  for  career  consulting  and 
life  coaching. 

Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I  have  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable 
rates.  Honest,  prompt  work.  Richard,  4 1 5-68 1  -8842. 

Franco  Cleaning.  Home  and  office  cleaning.  Ex¬ 
cellent  references,  reasonable  price.  For  more  de¬ 
tails  call  415-823-0531. 

Licensed  Painting  and  Plaster  Repair.  Free  esti¬ 
mate.  License  #497-214.  Call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Math  and  Verbal  Tutoring.  Dedicated,  one-on-one 
instruction.  SSAT,  SAT,  GRE,  GMAT  preparation. 
Middle,  high  school,  college  math;  essay-writing, 
reading,  vocabulary.  Years  of  experience  with  stu¬ 
dents  from  top  San  Francisco  schools.  David  Freel- 
ing,  415-285-0574. 

Are  You  Looking  for  a  Housecleaner?  Stop  your 
search.  I’m  responsible,  honest,  with  experience  and 
great  references.  All  of  this  at  a  great  price.  For  any 
questions  call  Maria,  415-587-7313. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  of 
friends  coming,  and  no  room?  Have  them  stay  in  a 
lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private  entrance 
and  bathroom,  fireplace,  small  kitchen,  and  antique 
furnishings.  Near  24th  Street,  J-Church  line.  Oliv¬ 
er  House,  415-695-0700,  or  oliverhouse.info. 

Time  to  Clean!  Do  you  want  your  house  or  office 
really  clean?  Call  Alexandra  at  415-747-2283.  Ex¬ 
cellent  References  and  experience. 


Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  apartment;  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast 
choices  provided,  phone,  cable,  private  bath,  level 
private  entrance.  20th  and  Douglass.  41 5-626-6497. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  64 1  -8654. 
E-mail  sfphoneguy@aol.com. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal;  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Paris  Apartment.  Charming  one-bedroom,  remod¬ 
eled,  sleeps  four.  Ninth  Arrondissement.  minutes 
from  opera,  Montmartre.  Near  fabulous  Market 
Street.  See  www.frenchapt.freeservers.com.  Call 
415-282-8912. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent,  www.mystudybuddy.org ;  Jane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 

Web  and  Graphic  Design.  Search  engine  submis¬ 
sion,  hosting,  domains,  e-commerce,  e-mail  cam¬ 
paigns.  Since  1998.  www.handshakeweb.com:  415- 
643-2800. 
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AbAcUs 


BOOKKEEPING 


Located  in  Noe  Valley, 

a  bookkeeping  service  specializing  in 
small  business 

•  Accounts  Payable  /  Accounts  Receivable 

•  Sales  Tax  Form  Preparation 

•  Account  Statement  Reconciliations 

•  Financial  Statement  Preparation 

•  Quickbooks  Pro  Specialists  and  much  more 

Contact  us  for  a  free  consultation 

abacus01@sbcglobal.net 

(415)  206-0104 


Castro  Computer  Services 

h  ttp:/ / uAvw.castroc'omp  uterservices.  co  m 

•  ON-SITE/IN-SHOP 

•  NETWORKING 

•  MRUS  REMOVAL 

•  MAINTENANCE/ UPGRADES 

•  SECURITY/OPTTMIZATION 

•  DATA  BACKUP/ RECOVERY 

•  CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 

Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  Certified 

betiveen  24th  and  Jersey  Street  professional  jyi  t  ^ 

Store  Hours 

Mon-Frl  9:(l0*m-5:30pni 
Sat-Sun  9:00am-5:<»0pm 
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Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee,  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicstudio.com. 

Telecom  Stuff!  Jack  connection  and  cable  installa¬ 
tion  for  telephone,  computer,  cable  TV,  and  stereo. 
Sales,  installation,  and  repair  of  telephone  systems, 
voice  mail,  intercom,  security  camera,  and  door  en¬ 
try  systems.  Free  estimates,  guaranteed  quality  work, 
10  years  experience,  reasonable  and  reliable.  Lie. 
#796389.  www.allwired.net.  Kent,  468-9400. 

Small  Construction  Notice.  Quality  construction 
worker/design  available.  Architecture  college,  local 
references  (with  photos).  Minor  work.  Since  1981. 
415-978-9375. 

Health  and  Fitness  Support  Group  forming.  As 
we  approach  our  60s,  70s,  and  80s,  we  want  to  be 
able  to  do  most  of  the  things  we  did  when  we  were 
younger!  Learn  how.  Ages  40  to  70  ideal  for  this 
group.  415-668-8310. 

Office  and  Home  Cleaning.  Excellent  references, 
reasonable  prices.  Also  house  sitter  available  seven 
days  a  week.  Call  Elli  or  Dolores,  415-71 3-25 1 5  or 
415-665-4353. 


Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing  and  meditation  techniques.  We 
offer  Beginner,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced  Yoga, 
as  well  as  Prenatal,  Parent/Baby,  Parent/Toddler, 
HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes  daily.  $9  ($6 
for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

All  Things  Macintosh:  Freezing  and  crashing? 
Changing  computers  or  OS?  Want  high-speed  con¬ 
nection  but  not  sure  how  to  get  your  computers 
(Mac  and  PC)  to  share  Internet,  printing,  files?  We 
can  help.  Roslyn,  510-526-1209. 

Buying  Older  Style  Furniture  and  household 
items.  One  item  or  an  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
415-621-4390;  Jim. 

Our  Customers  Kiss  Us!  Dog  walking  service  of 
San  Francisco!  Established  1995!  Private  walks 
available!  415-731-0120! 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Relatives  Coming?  House  to  rent  weekly.  Wonder¬ 
ful  Laidley  Street:  panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden. 
415-647-8216.  http:Hvrbo.com/2II25. 

Carpentry/Design.  Bathrooms,  room  additions, 
fences  and  gates,  decks,  moldings,  and  windows. 
Local  resident  with  great  references.  Jeffrey,  415- 
753-1707. 

Studio  for  Rent.  4 1 5-826- 1158. 

Furniture  Stripped  and  Refinished.  Excellent 
work,  quickly  done.  Includes  pickup  and  return.  15 
years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  415-621-4390. 

Free  Book  on  past  lives,  dreams,  and  soul  travel 
from  Eckankar.  Call  toll-free  recording,  1-877-4 1 1  - 
1 800  or  visit  www.eckankar.org/ FreeBook. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Roger  Miller,  415- 
664-0513. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m„  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.,  Douglass  Park,  Douglass  at  27th.  $5  intro¬ 
duction  (Mondays  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  prac¬ 
ticing  since  1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Tree  Care.  Pruning  for  shape,  fruit,  health,  and  long 
life  of  all  kinds  of  trees.  10  years  experience  in  Noe 
Valley.  Kevin,  775-2246. 


Need  An  Extra  Pair  of  Hands? 

Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  always  have  workers  available 
for  moving,  gardening,  painting  and 
houseeleaningl 

We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  indi¬ 
viduals  and  companies  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  jobs.  We  can  send 
workers  to  your  home  or  business  for  as 
little  as  three  hours  or  fill  ongoing  posi¬ 
tions.  Call  during  our  business  hours  to 
obtain  workers  anytime! 

41S-252-S37S  or  iii-sm 

mon  -  fri,  7om  -  1pm.  cat,  7tm  -  12  noon 
$!2/hr  min,  min  of  3  lire  yir  jib. 


CLASS  ADS 


Journeyman  Roofer  Available  (for  minor  work). 
Uses  new  “roofing  rubber”  for  all  leaks.  Specialist 
in  the  “hard  leaks.”  License  test  passed  in%  1 98 1 . 
Roofing  since  1965.  Many  references.  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree.  Roofing  Reports.  415-978-9375. 

House  Painting.  Journeyman  painter  with  13  years 
experience  in  exteriors  and  interiors.  Residential  and 
commercial.  References  provided.  Kevin,  775-2246. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco!  Established 
1995!  Bonded  and  insured!  Private  walks,  too!  415- 
731-0120! 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
415-821-4890  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter  or  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Homes,  offices,  packing,  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation  and  brochure.  415-550-0658. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  or  home  theater  setup? 
Gene's  Sound  Service  makes  it  easy... and  conve¬ 
nient,  with  a  day,  evening,  or  Saturday  appointment. 
All  repairs  done  on-site.  Car  stereos,  also.  “Gene’s 
honest  and  knows  his  stuff;  give  him  a  try,”  says 
Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  377-1258. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Cable 
TV/VCR,  stereo/CD,  telephone.  Short-term  rental. 
Minimum  two  nights.  Sleeps  two.  Non-smoking. 
4 15-970-8 177;  sfcottage4rent@earthlink.net. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/gay/ 
bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and  on 
the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
882- 1 1 6 1  or  650-34 1  -06 1 7.  Visit  my  web  site:  www. 
PersonalChange.org. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care.  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly  scheduled 
general  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service. 
Eleven  years  experience.  References  available.  Call 
David  at  4 15-846-758 1 . 

House  and  Office  Cleaning.  Years  of  experience. 
Good  references.  Santos,  415-377-4995. 

Tired  of  Squeezing  Your  Out-of-Town  Parents  or 

friends  into  your  already-jammed  home?  Visiting 
the  city  on  a  temporary  business  assignment? 
Charming  fully-fumished  studio  available  on  a 
short-time  basis.  Cable  TV,  stereo,  VCR,  kitchen, 
full  bath,  laundry,  garden.  Lots  of  parking  next  to 
open  space.  Bernal  Heights  across  from  The  Hill. 
Call  415-285-7064  or  www.janiesnest.com. 


“Such  Gardens  Are  Not  Made  by  singing  ‘Oh  how 
beautiful,’  and  sitting  in  the  shade.” — Kipling.  Eco¬ 
logically  sound  garden  restoration,  cultivation,  and 
maintenance.  Cleanups,  pruning,  planting,  feeding, 
and  weeding.  You  do  the  singing  and  I’ll  do  the 
work.  Call  Lisa  at  Sweet  Pea  Gardening,  415-775- 
2246.  Serving  Noe  Valley  for  six  years. 

House  Cleaning.  Cheerful,  efficient  man — thor¬ 
ough,  careful,  reliable,  and  responsible.  Excellent 
references.  Minor  repairs,  painting.  Sullivan,  415- 
285-7279. 


Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Morato’s  Cleaning  Services.  Home,  office.  Refer¬ 
ences  and  quality.  Phone  415-845-3688. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite 
TV,  phone,  laundry.  Newly  renovated.  Lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Reasonable  rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677; 
doioresstudio@yahoo.com. 

Ed  McCrone,  Ph.D.,  Licensed  Psychologist,  PSY 
16593.  Over  a  decade  helping  clients  make  peace 
with  depression,  anxiety,  PTSD,  HIV,  addictions, 
grief,  and  relationship  misfortune.  Trained  in 
EMDR,  trauma  therapy.  Noe  office,  1423A 
Sanchez,  near  27th.  4 1 5-297-7835;  www.mccrone.net. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Health  Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements. 

Business  and  personal.  For  a  free,  no-pressure  con¬ 
sultation,  call  Bill  Hannant  at  415-647-7012.  16 
years  experience.  License  0723231. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  wizard  will 
meet  your  fix-up  and  repair  needs.  Small  projects 
welcome.  Floors,  windows,  leaks,  inside  painting, 
garbage  disposal  problems,  new  sinks,  fixtures,  bad 
light  switches,  and  more.  Call  Your  Handyman, 
415-425-2585. 

Personal  Style  Consultant:  Wardrobe/Home.  Dis¬ 
cover  your  style!  Personal  shopping:  I  shop  with  you 
for  clothes/accessories  that  fit  your  body  and  your 
life.  Closet  re-org:  Learn  what  to  keep,  what  to  do¬ 
nate,  what  goes  with  what.  Living  space:  Profes¬ 
sional  advice  on  colors,  rugs,  furniture,  art — to 
make  your  home  reflect  your  soul.  I'll  bring  my 
years  of  experience  to  your  situation  and  work  with¬ 
in  your  budget,  www.iindsaycasabianca.com. 

Seagrass  Hideaway.  Beautiful,  stylish,  and  spa¬ 
cious  short-term  rental  apartment  in  the  Noe  Valley/ 
Castro  area.  Newly  renovated,  views,  garden,  fitness 
equipment,  gourmet  kitchen,  cable  TV,  DVD,  VCR, 
stereo,  easy  street  parking,  and  half  block  to  Muni. 
4 1 5-824-0704;  seagrasshideaway.com. 


Body/Soul  Alignment.  Restore  health  and  vitality. 
Clear  emotional  trauma  and  stress  that  are  affecting 
your  physical  and  mental  health.  Visit  www.bioen- 
ergy-baiancing.com  or  call  Sandy  Fawcett  at  415- 
695-2716. 

Problems  with  Your  Landlord?  Leaks?  Eviction? 
Call  Marilyn  Kalman,  a  Noe  Valley  attorney  with 
25  years  experience  in  tenant  advocacy.  Free  initial 
phone  consultation.  415-826-1556. 

Craniosacral  Bodywork  and  Massage.  Special 
“get  acquainted”  offer:  save  20  percent  on  your  first 
session.  Hot  stones.  Gift  certificates,  $50.  Since 
1990.  Angel  Stork,  415-285-2571. 

Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We  have  numer¬ 
ous  workshops  and  course  classes  available  cover¬ 
ing  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama,  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $9  to  $12  for  work¬ 
shops,  $36  to  $54  for  course  classes.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1 117. 

Office  Support  plus  temporary  staff  personnel.  On 
your  premises  or  ours.  415-239-0561. 

Are  You  Looking  for  a  Housecleaner?  Stop  your 
search.  We’re  responsible,  we’re  on  time,  honest 
and  excellent  cleaners.  For  more  details  call  Lilian, 
415-452-3497. 

Interior  Home  Refinishing:  Kitchen  cabinets, 
doors,  wainscoting,  trim,  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  1 5  years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  4 1 5- 
621-4390. 


How  to  Place  a  Class  Ad 

IT’S  EASY.  Just  type  or  print  the 
jext  of  your  ad,  multiply  the  num¬ 
ber  of  words  by  400  A  WORD, 
and  send  us  a  check  or  money 
order  for  the  total  amount.  (Note 
that  a  phone  number,  including 
area  code,  counts  as  just  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and  check, 
made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice , 
so  that  we  receive  it  by  the  1STH 
OF  THE  MONTH  before  the 
month  you’d  like  to  advertise  in. 
The  address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  (Sorry, 
the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept  Class 
Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  FOR  10  DISCOUNT:  The  Noe 

Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edi¬ 
tion  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on 
vacation  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10  per¬ 
cent  discount.  To  figure  your  cost, 
deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
the  March  2004  issue,  distributed 
in  Noe  Valley  on  or  before  March  3. 

THE  DEADLINE  FOR  CLASS 
ADS  IS  FEB.  15,  2004. 

Note:  Class  Ads  are  printed  in  the 
newspaper  and  then  displayed  on 
our  web  site  (www.noevalley- 
voice.com)  for  at  least  one  month. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line  of 
type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  only  if  your  order  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you. 


Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175. 

Psychotherapy  Office  Available  three  days  each 
week.  On  24th  Street.  Sunny,  beautiful  office  in  a 
suite  of  four;  the  other  three  are  fully  leased.  Call 
Ed  at  415-310-2457. 

Your  New  Home  in  Marin  County.  A  great  place 
to  visit  and  you’d  really  love  to  live  there?  Me  too. 
Eight-year  resident  of  Noe,  now  living  in  Marin  for 
six  years  and  specializing  in  Marin  real  estate.  I  can 
help  you  find  and  purchase  your  new  home.  It’s  not 
as  hard  as  you  may  think,  www.kellyemery.com,  or 
415-663-1320. 

Working-Arts.  Put  the  power  of  art  to  work  for 
you!  Transform  workplace  stressors  via  art  forms: 
character,  word,  imagery.  No  art  skills  needed. 
Small  group  meeting  each  Tuesday,  7  to  9  p.m.  $45. 
RSVP  415-821-3456  by  Monday  noon.  Individual 
sessions  available.  See  www.working-arts.com  for 
corporate  professional  development  services. 

Part-Time  Driver  Available.  I  can  drive  your  chil¬ 
dren  to  and  from  school,  seniors  to  appointments. 
Regu^tr  or  as-needed  transportation.  Experience, 
references.  I  am  a  retired  teacher,  very  good  with 
children.  E-mail  me  at  su:yqhlue2@aoi  com. 

Vacation  Rental  in  Calistoga.  Calistoga  Haven: 
Three-bedroom,  two-bath  house  with  built-in  pool. 
Fully  furnished  with  all  amenities.  Walk  to  town.  Stay 
for  a  weekend,  week,  or  month,  and  enjoy  the  wine 
country.  Call  707-265-0547  for  more  information. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.  A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojboier@mindfpring.com. 


¥  HEARTY  INTEREST  RATES  ¥ 


Tiered  NOW 

1.75* 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $1,000 


1-year  Add-On  CD 

1.50% 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $5,000 


Annual  percentage  yield  ( APY)  effective  January  26.  2004.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $25,000  to  obtain  the  stated  APY 
for  the  Tiered  NOW  account.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $10,000  to  obtain  a  1.50%  APY  for  the  Tiered  NOW  account. 
There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $5,000  to  obtain  the  stated  APY  for  the  1-year  Add-On  CD.  Rates  are  subject  to  change 
without  notice.  Early  withdrawal  penalties  may  be  imposed.  Fees  may  reduce  earnings  on  the  account.  FDIC  insured  to  applicable 
limits.  For  more  information,  request  the  Account  Disclosures  and  Schedule  of  Fees  and  Charges. 


Sequoia  National  Bank 


65  Post  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  94104  •  415-781-0600 
699  Portola  Drive  •  San  Francisco  •  94127  •  415-661-4800 
WWW.SQNB.COM 
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Neighborhood  Services 
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Kodiak  Hauling 

Yard  Clearing  ❖  Moving 
Delivery  ❖  Debris  Removal 
Fast,  Friendly  Service 

Free  Estimates 
Always  Negotiable 

*  David  415  643  9920  * 


1  Fine  pruning  &  tree  care 

r  /  J  Property  &  garden  maintenance 
Garden  design,  installation 
f  f  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems. 

Uihamanih  Gardens 

l  Ten  years  experience 

Many  Noe  Valley  clients 

^  call  David 

J  415.846.7581 

(Zcwfiet  (ZCetutew 
Call  Philip 

415.602.6887  cell 
415.790.8168  pager 
House  Cleaning  also  available 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 
(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 
» Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 
•  Victorian  Specialists 
'  Plaster  Repair  Experts 
>  Lead  Certified 


See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


PLUMBING  SINCE 
1894 

Bright  Winn 

1631  YosemiteAve.  email:brightplumbing@aol.com 


(415)  671  - 1500 


Carpentry,  Decoration, 
Matting  &  Framing,  Patios, 
Painting,  Organization, 
Picture  Hanging.  Yards, 
Project  Coordination  ... 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  584-1182 
Cell  (415)  987-4365 


CA  Lie.  #699691 

Member  Better  Business  Bureau 

We  Accept  <J| 


_ 


HARDY’S  HAULING 

Residential  &  Commercial 

•  Haul  all  types  of  debris: 

household  items,  yard  debris, 

dirt,  and  concrete 

•  Demolition  •  Excavation 

415-282-2733 
Pager  415-560-1865 

Lie.  #  796808  Bonded  &  Insured 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Tito! 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Yoel's 

-jr  9 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Sg 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL' 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


a 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 


Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


@ 


Special  Effects 
in  Painting 


Interior  painting,  murals, 
faux  finishes  and 
color  consultation 

Orit  Yanai 

v.  415-826-4370 
C.  415-264-5577 
CA  Lie.  #743772 


c 
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Clean  Green! 


with  Green  Maids 

J  Quality  Cleaning  -  Homes  and  Offices 
i?  People  and  Earth  Safe  Supplies  Included 
$  Allergen  Removing  HEPA  Vacuum 
?  Bonded,  Licensed,  Insured 
?  B.B.B.  Hdndr  Roll  Member 

Free  Estimates 


Call:  415-468-9002  greenmaids.com 


Residential  remodel  and 
repair,  commercial,  condo 
conversions,  gas  lines  to 
convert  wood  burning 
fireplaces,  copper  piping 
and  installation  of 
European  bath/kitchen 
fixtures. 


Garcia  Plumbing  Company,  Inc. 
phone  415-333-1737 
fax  415-333-8047 
gregg@garciaplumbing.org 
license  #782787 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


E  A  Electric 

Electric  Contracting  Services 

Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  *  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  *  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


HOUSE  CALL 

REPAIRS 

Fast  Response  Victorian  Specialist 
Walls  •  Doors  -  Windows  •  Floors 
Carpentry  •  Installation  &  Destruction 
Plaster  &  Sheetrock  •  Prep  &  Paint 
Tiling  •  Finish  Plumbing  &  Electrical 

by  the  day.  by  the  hour,  by  Olivier 

415-786-4534 


design  for  all  budgets, 
centered  on  your  needs: 

(415)  242-6198 

qrassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 

space  planning,  drafting, 
color  &  materials, 
furniture  &  fixtures 


murals,  faux  finishes,  hand-painted 
borders  and  window  treatments, 
wall  textures,  ceiling  illusions, 
marble  and  wood  graining 

many  ideas,  reasonable  rates,  portfolio  available 

10  Years  in  Business 

Let's  Paint! 

Andrea  Coish  *415.331.6320 
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Communications 
Residential  &  Small  Business  Specialist 

•  Voice  /  Data  /  Coaxial  /  Audio  Cabling 

•  Digital  Telephone  &  Voicemail  Systems 

•  Intercom  &  Outdoor  Answering  Systems 

•  Video  Camera  Systems 
Low  Voltage  Electrical  Contractor  #796389 
www.allwired.net 
Call  Kent  at  415.468.9400 


CHARLES  P.  ANTHONY 

angling  •  arts 


415.863.8426 


attentive  personal  instruction  in  beginning 
and  refined  fly-casting  and  presentation... 
fish  stalking  ethics  and  poetics  for  angling 
lightly  in  the  remnant  wild 


All  music  arises  from  silence 
all  dance  from  stillness 


New  office  in  Noe  Valley 

Craniosacral  Therapy 
Energetic  Bodywork 

1304  Castro  St.  Suite  C  415-939-9711 

Find  the  center,  inspire  the  momentum 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERS0N  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 
moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
Prenatal  Massage  •  Gift  Certificates 
Jamey  Jacobus  Moore,  CMT 

415-824-2765  Member  AMTA 


STARLIGHT  ^  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


Breast  Cancer  is  an  Opportunity 

An  opportunity  to  look  at  your  life  -  to  ask 
What  is  really  important  to  me? 
Where  do  I  want  my  life  to  go? 

What  is  no  longer  working? 
and  change 

Don't  let  opportunity  pass  you  by 
I  work  with  women  in  all  stages  of  breast  cancer 
and  survivors  in  remission.  Let’s  talk. 

Diana  Murphy,  MA,  MFT  (MFC  32704) 
415-681-1767 


Loot  Coaot  Inn 

Bed  e3  Breakfast,  Beer,  Wine,  /'.y 

A  unique  ^  feg 

coastal  get-  :  - 

away  that 
beckons  the 

modern  MS&bSbs 

traveler 

ireddo  Bar 

38921  N.  Highway  1  •  PO  Box  418  Westport,  CA  95488 
707-964-5584 

www.lostcoastinn.com  -  inlolostcoastinn@aol.com 
Jane  and  Keith  Grier,  Proprietors 

Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street  ^  HOMEOPATHY  l 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


STUDIO  Z  GRAPHICS 

Providing  quality  cost-effective  design 
to  help  small  businesses  grow. 

LOGOS  •  BUSINESS  CARDS  •  BROCHURES 
ADS  •  INVITATIONS  •  PHOTO  RESTORATION 
WEBSITES  •  NEWSLETTERS  -  ILLUSTRATION 
PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS  &  T-SHIRTS  •  MENUS 


415.285.41 1  1 


design@studiozgraphics.  com 


WWW.STUDIOZGRAPHICS.COM 


[stitch] 

WWW.STITCHSF.COM 


CUSTOM  WINDOW  COVERINGS  *  DECORATIVE  HARDWARE 
SOFT  FURNISHINGS  FOR  THE  HOME  *  ACCESSORIES 


1375  SANCHEZ  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 


TEL  415  641  6081 
FAX  415  704  3422 


Cash  Point  Systems 

Cash  Register  Systems 
and  Supplies 

-  Joe  Daly  - 

San  Francisco  Office 

Ph:  415.821.3259 

e-mailcashpointsystems@yahoo.com 

A  Noe  Valley  resident  since  1989 


raee/it/ 

Estate  Liquidation  Specialists 

A  Full  Service  Company 
Serving  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 

www.graceful-exits.com 

(415)  626-0460 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


(Zvifiet  (ZCecuteM, 

Call  Philip 

415.602.6887  ceil 
415.790.8168  pager 
House  Cleaning  also  available 


Acupuncture  Clinic  and 
Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 
1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 
Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 

Acupuncture  by  appointment 
Ancient  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


Craftcare  Hardwood  Floors 

Specializing  in  All  Phases  of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 
WHERE  QUALITY  WORK  IS  OUR  PRIORITY! 
Free  Estimates  www.craftcare.net  (41 5)  826-6330 
Owner:  Bryan  McCue  •  State  License  #576013 


Relax  in 
Style 


i) 


iL*9ST  INSTANT  INTGRWRS 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 
(415)  824-4440  •  ronton@mindspring.com 


TAX  RETURNS  PRO 

Demece  Garepis,  EA/MBA 

415.641.0507 

Business  &  Individual  Tax  Returns 
E  Filing  •  Certified  Tax  Pros 
Fast  •  Local  •  Expert  Service 
Reasonable  Rates 
taxreturnspro@earthlink.net 


? 
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AMES  LOCKSMITH 
&  SECURITY  INC. 

3977  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 

co  (415)  282-7919  o 

<33  0=>  <83  <%> 
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Morey  Fox  MS  •  L. Ac.  •  CMT 


ACUPUNCTURE  ♦  BODYWORK 
Chinese  sc  Western  herbs 


1201  Noe  Street,  SF  CA  94114 
415.2-85.7945  acufox@hotmail.com 


^  DESIGNS  SY  WENDY  L.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 

"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Roeen  Method 
Bodywork 


Jane  Tatum,  CMT 
Rosen  Practitioner 
415  /  643-0253 
Noe  Valley 


j 


_ 
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and  hear  com© 


Now  two  locations 
to  serve  you 


1599  Dolores  St.  j 
at  29th  St.  j 
415.550.1656  j: 
and  j 

I 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A  j 
at  Market  j 
415.863.0703  j 

Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com  I 


| 

for  new 

1  . 


Lightbody  Heating  Works 

Esogetic  Colorpuncture™  Healing  and  Crystal  Therapies 
Integrative  Imagery™  Chakra  Healing  Bereavement  Support 

Energy  Diagnosis  by  Kirlian  Photography 
Energy  Emission  Analysis  (EEA) 

Esogetic  Healing™  is  that  and  more.  This  exciting  European  modality 
is  done  with  light  and  color,  crystals,  and  energy  frequencies. 
Used  for  over  25  years  in  the  Peter  Mandel  Clinic,  Esogetic  Healing 
has  shown  documented  success  on  conditions  such  as 

Migraine  -  Insomnia  -  Allergies  -  Learning  Disorders 
Chronic  Fatigue  -  Lymphatic  Congestion  -  Life  Direction  Confusion 
Energy  Blockages  -  Chakra  Balancing  -  Chronic  Pain 

For  appointments  and  further  information,  contact 

Gretchen  M.  Oliver,  RN,  MSN 

3882  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-970-8220  gmoliver@msn.com 


Renewable  energy  is  a  natural  choice. 


Renewable  energy -energy  in  nature  that  replenishes  itself, 
like  electricity  generated  by  the  power  of  solar  energy,  is  one 
of  our  best  hopes  for  a  clean  energy  future. 

Flamess  Ihe  Power  All  Around  Us 

Renewable 
Energy 
Program 

CALIFORNIA  ENERGY  COMMISSION 


www.consumerenergycenter.org  1-800-555-7794 


Therapeutic  AAassage 

Reiki,  Swedish,  Shiatsu 
Deep  Tissue,  Hot  Stone, 
Aromatherapy 

Hospice  and  Home  Care 

Appointments  Availabie 
Mon-Thurs  .gam  -  $pm 
Eri-Sat  roam  -  ypm 

Appointments  are 
approximately  l  i/j  hrs. 
fees  are  based  on  modality . 
Sliding  scale  for  those  in  need. 


Star 

415.706.0139 

Located  in  West  Portal  District 


m 


Tg 


IllDFUL  I  OUCH 


Hello,  my  name  is  Star  and  I  would  like  to  introduce 
myself  to  you.  lam  a  Dancer ;  happiest  when  l  am  fully 
in  my  body.  I  am  a  Hospice  Care  Giver,  i  am  honored  to 
be  a  midwife  to  the  dying.  I  am  Massage  Therapist,  a 
better  profession  I  couldn’t  imagine.  And  most 
importantly  I  am  Mother  to  my  young  son  who  often 

acts  as  my  receptionist. 

• 

After  living  and  practicing  massage  in  Bernal  Heights 
for  the  past  eight  years  l  have  recently  moved  into  the 
West  Portal  District,  i  have  once  again  created  a  warm 
healing  sanctuary  which  I  look  forward  to  sharing 
with  you.  I  am  excited  about  establishing  a  rich  and 
rewarding  clientele  as  well  as  making  new  friends.  I 
offer  a  luxurious  Therapeutic  Massage  consisting 
primarily  of  Swedish,  Reiki,  and  Deep  Tissue  with  Thai 
like  stretches  and  Long  esalan  like  strokes.  I  also  offer 
sessions  in  Hot  Stone ,  Shiatsu,  and  Aromatherapy. 
These  techniques,  12 years  experience  and  my  natural 
intuitive  abilities  will  result  in  a  session  that  you  will 
not  regret. 

You  will  appreciate  coming  to  my  studio  and  having  a 
no  rush  environment,  added  with  my  undivided 
attention  you  will  be  wanting  to  establishing  a  long 
term  relationship. 

Interested  in  either  regular  appointments  or  an 
occasional  visit?  Please  give  me  a  call.  ’ 


Gift  Certificates  available I 

Let's  work  together  to  make  a  package  tgyour  hiring 


MOTHER 


of  all 


FURNITURE  SALES 


Starting  February  1st, 
over  40  pieces  of 
furniture  will  get  $10 
cheaper  each  day, 
until  sold. 

Don’t  wait  another  day 
just  to  save  $10. 


teke 

IMPORTS 

3910  24th  Street  at  Sanchez 

OPEN  DAILY 

415.206.9838 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Poll-ish  History 


By  Mazook 

NOTING  THE  VOTE:  For  Noe  Valley 
voters,  the  California  presidential  prima¬ 
ry  election  marks  the  last  time  they  will 
vote  before  the  November  2004  presi¬ 
dential  election.  Elections  have  kept 
neighborhood  voters  very  busy  these  past 
several  months — the  October  recall,  the 
Nov.  7  municipal  election,  and  the  Dec.  9 
runoff.  Just  make  one  more  trip  to  the 
polling  place  March  2,  and  you  can  rest 
up  until  the  big  ballot  next  November. 

The  Noe  Valley  neighborhood  results  of 
the  Dec.  9  mayoral  and  district  attorney 
runoff  election  released  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Department  of  Elections  (DOE) 
show  our  voter  turnout  jumped  from  55 
percent  in  November  to  a  respectable  65.6 
percent  of  our  16,524  registered  voters 
(over  80  percent  registered  Democrats). 
City  wide,  the  turnout  was  54.5  percent. 

Diamond  Heights  beat  Noe  Valley  by 
1  percentage  point  (the  turnout  there  was 
66.5  percent).  But  in  the  neighborhood 
sweepstakes,  the  Upper  Market/Eureka 
Valley  precincts  posted  the  highest  runoff 
turnout,  with  more  than  68  percent  voting. 
According  to  the  DOE,  Noe’s  northern 
boundary  is  24th  Street,  so  all  you  folks 
up  in  Noe  Heights,  or  even  on  Elizabeth 
Street,  are  counted  as  Eureka  Valleons. 

It  also  might  interest  you  to  know  that 
Green  candidate  Matt  Gonzalez,  who  was 
vying  against  Gavin  Newsom  to  fill 


Willie  Brown’s  shoes  (rather,  hat),  got  55 
percent  of  both  the  Noe  Valley  and  Eure¬ 
ka  Valley  votes.  Gonzalez  also  won  74 
percent  of  hearts  and  minds  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion  District.  However,  he  only  got  30 
percent  of  the  Diamond  Heights  vote,  and 
a  mere  31  percent  of  Newsom’s  West  of 
Twin  Peaks  stronghold. 

Kamala  Harris,  who  defeated  Terence 
Hallinan  in  the  DA’s  race,  got  54  percent 
of  the  Noe  vote,  and  about  the  same  in 
Eureka  Valley. 

&  &  S 

DEMOS  WIN  DERBY:  This  runoff  elec¬ 
tion  gained  world  presf;  as  a  contest  be¬ 
tween  the  old-guard  Democrats  and  the 
upstart  Green  Party.  Local  Democrats 
went  to  bat  for  Newsom.  Our  city  super¬ 
visor,  Bevan  Dufty,  and  our  State  As¬ 
sembly  representative,  Noe  Valleon  Mark 
Leno,  made  many  neighborhood  appear¬ 
ances  and  participated  in  events  that 
brought  out  former  Vice  President  A1 
Gore  and  ex-Commander  in  Chief  Bill 
Clinton,  to  emphasize  how  important  it 
was  for  a  Democrat  to  win. 

As  we  all  know  (“we”  being  the  80  per¬ 
cent  of  Noe  Valleons  who  have  tradition¬ 
ally  registered  as  Democrats),  Newsom 
prevailed  in  the  runoff,  and  the  Demo¬ 
crats  heaved  a  sigh  of  relief — although 
quite  obviously,  many  of  them  voted  for 
Gonzalez. 

“I  am  proud  that  our  neighborhood  had 
many  precincts  with  the  highest  voter 
turnout.  It  doesn’t  surprise  me,”  said  Mark 
Leno  post-election.  “And  I  think  that  par¬ 
ty  affiliation  was  not  an  issue,  especially 
in  our  neighborhood.  However,  having 
said  that,  to  have  [potentially]  lost  to  a 
non-Democrat  was  a  concern  that  could 
|  have  had  not  only  local  but  also  state  and 
national  implications.  For  example,  it 
could  have  hindered  the  way  our  district’s 
representative  in  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives,  Minority  Leader  Nancy  Pelosi, 


would  have  had  to  [deal  with]  colleagues 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

“Newsom  is  good  for  Noe  Valley,” 
Leno  continued.  “He  has  a  good  relation¬ 
ship  with  your  supervisor,  Bevan  Dufty, 
and  from  what  I  hear  from  colleagues  who 
were  not  supportive  of  Newsom,  recent 
meetings  have  been  very  positive  and  pro¬ 
ductive.  He  has  scored  very  high  marks 
for  his  early  appointments  to  fire  chief, 
interim  police  chief,  and  his  successor  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.” 

S  S  S 

SAY  ‘MOVE  ON’:  Noe  Valley  activist 
and  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  past  president 
Jeannene  Przyblyski  (say  “Shu-bill-ski”) 
also  thinks  Newsom  will  be  good  for  Noe 
Valley,  and  for  the  rest  of  San  Francisco. 
Przyblyski  volunteered  to  work-on  New¬ 
som’s  campaign  and  became  a  leader  in 
what  she  describes  as  “the  Art  and  Cul¬ 
ture  Policy  work  group,  which  helped  for¬ 
mulate  his  formal  policy  statement.” 
Since  the  election,  Przyblyski  has  been 
working  as  a  member  of  Newsom’s  tran¬ 
sition  team  and  trying  to  implement  art 
and  culture,  which  is  especially  needed  in 
these  redneck  times. 

Asked  about  Gavin’s  victory  citywide 
(and  Matt’s  victory  in  Noe  Valley),  Przy¬ 
blyski  had  a  positive  spin.  “I  thought  the 
whole  process  was  a  great  thing  for  all  of 
us  because  it  mobilized  a  lot  of  people  in 
a  lot  of  neighborhoods  into  participation. 
That  is  what  we’re  going  to  need  in  the 
November  election  if  we  have  any  chance 
of  defeating  George  W.  Bush.  I  thought  it 
was  kind  of  funny  that  there  seemed  to  be 
two  kinds  of  voters  [in  the  runoff]:  those 
who  had  deeply  held  views  for  Gavin  or 
Matt,  and  those  who  thought  it  was  fash¬ 
ionable  to  opt  for  one  or  the  other  as  a  kind 
of  statement  about  your  own  personal  style.” 

Przyblyski  is  an  art  history  teacher  at 
the  San  Francisco  Art  Institute  and  cur¬ 
rently  teaches  a  class  in  anarchist  art. 


“Most  of  my  students  who  supported 
Gonzalez  thought  that  I  was,  of  course,  in 
style  with  the  trend,  which  I  was  not,”  she 
said.  “I  am  a  progressive  like  Gavin  and 
Matt.  I  just  think  that  Newsom’s  policies 
are  more  practically  progressive  and 
much  better  for  all  our  neighborhoods.” 

a  vs  s 

WHOLE  LOTTA  LOT:  Everybody  wants 
to  know  when  the  new  parking  lot  where 
Dan’s  Gas  once  stood  will  open  for  busi¬ 
ness.  Since  December,  the  local  Farmers’ 
Market  has  been  setting  up  there  every 
Saturday  morning,  and  on  Sundays  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  congregation  can 
park  there  during  services.  But  the  rest  of 
the  week,  chains  have  barred  the  entrance. 

You  will  recall  that  the  lot  was  pur¬ 
chased  (for  over  $3  mil)  more  than  two 
years  ago  by  an  anonymous  group  of 
Presbyterian  donors,  who  wanted  to  en¬ 
courage  church  attendance  and  help  the 
Ministry  support  itself  with  parking  lot 
revenues.  The  29-space  lot  and  "mini¬ 
park”  were  completed  last  October — just 
in  time  for  the  holidays. 

However,  according  to  construction 
project  manager  Tim  Leistico,  who  spoke 
to  the  Voice  in  late  January,  the  owners 
are  still  in  negotiations  with  the  property 
management  group  that  will  run  the  park¬ 
ing  lot.  When  the  group  signs  a  contract, 
Leistico  says,  “that  will  clear  the  way  for 
the  lot  to  be  open  to  the  public.  Basically 
my  work  is  done,  and  it’s  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  lawyers.” 

Leistico  had  no  comment  on  who  ex¬ 
actly  was  negotiating,  or  on  what  the 
parking  rates  would  be. 

As  for  what  we  can  expect  to  pay,  the 
only  comparison  we  have  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  are  the  rates  at  the  Walgreen’s 
parking  lot  on  Castro.  There,  parking  is 
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MEXIC^ 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

^Broiled  Salmon  Burritus  ¥  Delicious  Chiu  Mole-¥- 
¥  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork* 

¥  Cactus  Burrhus  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  * 
¥  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  ¥ 

Great  Tacos  ¥  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales 

(j/ecA  //<¥  Out  ./lya/'/i  — 
rTor  l/e  Sftr&t  SZvne// 

¥  Great  Atmosphere!  ¥ 

Open  Everyday  ¥  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24™  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 


415-285-8588 


Week 


SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 

Official  California  Smog  Station 

Foreign  &  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 


of  CaliforniaN 

LICENSED 


1 2  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  shuttle  service  to  and  from  BART, 
downtown  SF,  and  nearby  neighborhoods 

Basic  auto  repair  classes  •  Men  and  women  mechanics 
“Do-it-yourself”  membership  available 
DEPENDABLE,  GUARANTEED  WORK  AT  HONEST  PRICES 

Used  car  pre-purchase  diagnostic  inspection  service 
Emission  systems  •  Smog  test  failure  diagnosis  and  repair 
Tune-up  •  Lube  service  •  Regular  maintenance 
Air  conditioning  and  heaters  •  Cooling  systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 
Timing  belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  repairs 
Electrical  problems  •  Rewiring  •  Short  circuits 
Window,  door,  and  vandalism  repairs  •  Four-wheel-drive  service 
Struts,  shocks,  suspension,  and  steering  •  CV  joint  and  axle  service 
Check  engine  light  •  Computer  diagnostics  •  Drivability  problems 
Engine  and  transmission  rebuilding  and  replacement 

(415)  285-8588 

6 1 1  Florida  Street 

Between  Harrison  and  Bryant,  near  18th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  AND  ATM  ACCEPTED 


INSPECTION  & 
^REPAIR  STATION^/ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 


0 

BBB 


U 


T 


Free 
Brake  & 
Safety 
Inspection 

($46  value) 


L 
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3707  21  Street 
220  28th  Street 
1076  Guerrero  Street 
1814-1816  Castro  S 
457  Hill  Street 
71  4  Castro  Street 
43  Fairmount  Streg 
3345  1  7th  Street  I 
409  Jersey  Street 
1628-30  Noe  Stree 
429  Liberty  Street 
1  80  Manchester  St> 
742  Dolores  St 
457  Hill  Si 
71 


5  Red  Rock  Street  #74 
375  Hill  Street 

shire  Street 
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1076  Guerrero  Street 
375  Hill  Street 
35-37  Avar^ffSt 
43  Fairmo  ?  St| 

429  Liberty  N-ei 
3707  21st  Ave 
268  Putnam  Street 
1  2  Vicksburg  Street 
220  28th  Street 
767  Corbett  Street  #4 
225  A  Dolores  Street 
3345  17th  Street  #2 
400  Corbett  Street  #1 
35-37  Avarado  Street 
43  Fairmount  Street 


It's  easy! 

It  all  Starts  with  a  free 
home  evaluation. 

Call  me  to  assess  your 
property  today. 

5  J 


PRESENTED  BY 


payton  stiewe 

A  CREATIVE  APPROACH  TO  REAL  ESTATE 


t  // 

415  401  9966 

e  // 

Payton@PaytonsList.com 

i  // 

www.PaytonsList.com 

IT 


[magiKn 

ft  Yarn  +  Instruction  I +V Handfcnits 

A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-3 

3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 

www.imagilout.com 


GARAVAGLIA*  ARCHITECTURE 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 
I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 


415.391.9633 

i 

www.garavaglia.com 
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Design  within  context  of  our  community 


1  .  «VT. 

unique  &  smart  gifts  from  the  heart 

~  “  'tf’STV  II 
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18th  &  Sanchez 


EVERYTHING  MUST  GO 


J-fancCmacCe 


Tiandbags 

Scarves 

Jeweiry 

Tiiiows 

Sivpcovers 

Curtains 

...more! 


Tor  You  and  Your  Tfome 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


1414  Castro  (at  Jersey) 
415341M42 

Mon-Tri  11-7  Sat  11-6  Sun  12-6 


(great  (gifts! 


Candies 

(Batfi  and  Tody 
Toois 

Ticture  Trames 
Cards 

..Just  to  name 
a  few! 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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free  for  the  first  hour,  and  each  hour  there¬ 
after  costs  $15.  So  two  hours  will  run  you 
about  $2.50  every  20  minutes;  in  the  third 
hour,  the  rate  goes  up  to  $3.33  per  20  min¬ 
utes.  Of  course,  Walgreen’s  wants  a  high 
turnover  for  their  customers,  so  the  charge 
is  a  strong  disincentive  to  park  for  more 
than  an  hour.  And  it’s  strictly  enforced. 

In  other  Downtown  Noe  Valley  news, 
I’m  sure  you’ve  noticed  the  Darwinian  test 
going  on  in  the  3900  block  of  24th  Street. 
If  not,  read  our  front-page  story  this 
month  and  learn  that  Tien  Fu,  Dharma, 
and  maybe  Colorcrane  have  all  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  three  years  of  recession  (and 
five  months  of  no  Real  Food).  Mean¬ 
while,  Ambiance  and  Just  for  Fun  win  the 
local  game  of  Survivor. 

Out  on  Church  Street,  everyone  is  sor¬ 
ry  to  see  the  unique  gift  shop  Willa  close 
its  doors.  Owner  Elena  Duggan  says  she 
is  moving  the  store  to  Burlingame  after 
two  years  at  the  comer  of  Church  and  27th. 
“We  found  a  larger  place — almost  double 
the  space — with  a  lot  more  foot  traffic, 
and  I  wanted  to  expand  the  business, 
which  has  been  going  very  well  for  us.” 

Duggan  was  bom  and  raised  and  still 
lives  at  Church  and  29th.  “I’m  really  go¬ 
ing  to  miss  my  loyal  customers,  but  hope¬ 
fully  I  will  see  them  at  our  new  store 
[1402  Burlingame  Avenue].”  Her  family 
started  and  still  owns  and  operates  Orig¬ 
inal  Joe’s  on  Taylor  Street. 

&  S  S 

BACK  TO  THE  GARDEN:  The  fight 
over  the  23,000  square  feet  of  open  space 
and  community  garden  at  the  top  of  Clip¬ 
per  Street  now  being  threatened  by  a  pro¬ 
posed  34-unit  housing  development  has 
spilled  over  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
with  Bevan  Dufty  leading  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  opposition  to  the  project.  About 
400  neighbors  have  signed  a  petition  to 
stop  the  plans.  The  city  had  traded  this 
property  for  another  property  on  Edgehill 
in  West  Portal,  owned  by  the  same  de¬ 
veloper,  Spiers  Construction.  The  swap 
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was  approved  in  November  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  with  nay  votes  coming 
only  from  Dufty  and  Chris  Daly. 

More  than  100  neighbors  attended  a 
community  meeting  in  January  at  the  Di¬ 
amond  Heights  Police  Academy  attend¬ 
ed  by  Dufty  and  Larry  Badiner  from  the 
City  Planning  Department.  The  city  reps 
got  an  earful  from  those  assembled,  pri¬ 
marily  for  failing  to  give  adequate  notice 
to  the  residents  about  the  deal. 

Since  the  meeting,  Dufty  has  been  ac¬ 
tively  campaigning  to  get  other  members 
of  the  Board  of  Supes  to  help  nix  the  pro¬ 
posed  development.  He  is  currently  in  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  the  developer  and  various 
city  agencies  to  find  some  other  piece  of 
property  the  city  owns  that  can  be  ex¬ 
changed  with  Spiers.  “They  [Spiers]  have 
a  two-year  window  for  approval  of  their 
plans  for  this  site,”  said  Dufty,  “and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  can  all  work  together  to 
reach  some  kind  of  settlement.” 

Meanwhile,  the  neighbors  are  well  or¬ 
ganized  and  have  created  a  web  site, 
www.portolapark.com,  that  will  tell  you 
more  than  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
their  fight  to  “Save  Portola  Park.”  The  site 
also  can  serve  as  a  blueprint  for  how  to 
mobilize  a  neighborhood  and  get  action 
down  at  City  Hall. 

S  S  S 

A  CENTURY  OF  PROGRESS:  The  East 
&  West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement 
Club  is  celebrating  its  100th  year  of  be¬ 
ing  “dedicated  to  the  safety,  cleanliness, 
and  well-being  of  our  community.”  Back 
in  the  day,  Noe  Valley’s  oldest  neighbor¬ 
hood  group  (which  was  first  called  the 
West  of  Castro  Improvement  Club)  was 
instrumental  in  getting  the  city  to  pave 
our  streets  and  add  streetcar  lines.  In  the 
early  1920s,  the  club  convinced  the  city 
to  buy  an  old  rock  quarry  and  turn  it  into 
Douglass  Park.  x 

Said  Club  President  Paul  Kantus,  who 


171  Lily  Street 
San  Francisco, 
CA  94102’ 
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Spark  Construction 

Full  Service  Since  1987 

•  Remodels  and  Additions  *  Garage  Conversions  •  Design  Services 

•  Foundations  /  Seismic  •  Insurance  Work  •  Kitchens  and  Baths 

•  Restorations  and  Dry  Rot  •  Decks  •  Excellent  References 

Call  for  a  consultation  today!  415-503-0055 


www.sparkconstruction.com 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 
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was  bom  in  Noe  Valley  in  1926,  “The 
club’s  monthly  meetings  in  the  early  years 
were  attended  by  Noe  Valley  residents 
with  their  entire  families  at  Willopi  Hall 
[now  the  location  of  the  public  parking 
lot  on  24th  Street  between  Le  ZinC  and 
Radio  Shack].  Club  meetings,  were  well 
attended  by  the  neighborhood,  and  local 
and  state  politicians  as  well.  They  would 
listen  to  the  local  concerns  and  promise 
to  do  something  about  them,”  recalled 
Paul,  “and  they  usually  would,  because 
when  election  time  rolled  around,  the  club 
would  support  those  candidates  who 
pitched  in  and  got  things  done.” 

Kantus  remembers  that  the  meetings  in 
the  ’30s  and  ’40s  “started  with  the  Color 
Guard  marching  in,  then  a  call  to  order 
and  the  roll  call  of  officers,  including  a 
Master-at-Arms,  who  would  serve  as  a 
bouncer  should  someone  become  unruly.” 

That  spirit  still  exists  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood,  what  with  the  Lenos  and  Duftys 
coming  to  our  group  meetings.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  we  rarely  need  a  bouncer. 

S  S  S 

REVELRY  IN  THE  STACKS:  Over 
$3,000  was  raised  in  December  for  the  Noe 


Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  Renovation 
at  the  holiday  party  held  by  the  Friends  of 
>Noe  Valley  and  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  There  was  a  lot  of  cheer 
and  a  live  auction  to  boot.  Supervisor 
Dufty  served  as  auctioneer  at  the  gala, 
which  was  well  attended  by  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  and  their  families.  A  very 
long  list  of  neighborhood  businesses  and 
residents  pitched  in  to  sponsor  the  event. 

A  special  thanks  goes  out  to  Friends 
vice  president  Debra  Niemann,  who  was 
instrumental  (for  the  second  year  in  a  row) 
in  making  everything  happen  and  spelled 
f-u-n  for  all. 

Many  thanks  also  to  Noe  Valley  author 
and  historian  Bill  Yenne,  who  has  agreed 
to  store  the  Noe  Valley  Archives  at  his  of¬ 
fice  just  down  the  street  during  the  two- 
year  library  renovation,  which  should  be 
starting  in  late  2004  or  early  2005. 

®  S  S 

THAT’S  ALL,  YOU  ALL.  Make  sure 
everyone  in  your  house,  on  your  block, 
and  on  your  e-mail  list  is  registered  to 
vote  and  actually  does  so  in  the  March  2 
primary.  ■ 


No-Nonsense  Real  Estate 

You  need  someone  to 
find  you  the  right  home 
or  to  sell  your  house 
for  the  best  price  and 
terms.  As  your  Noe 
Valley  neighbor,  that's 
what  I  do.  No  games  — 

I  work  with  you 
directly  and  honestly  to 
get  the  result  you  need. 

Local  Focus ,  Broad  Reach 

Sellers  and  buyers  that  I  represent  gain  the  advertising,  marketing, 
and  networking  power  that  only  Prudential  can  provide.  Because 
I'm  a  long-time  Noe  Valley  resident,  you  also  gain  my  personal 
knowledge  of  the  local  neighborhoods.  I  can  help  you  both  locally 
in  Noe  Valley  as  well  as  throughout  San  Francisco,  the  Peninsula, 
the  East  Bay,  and  Marin. 

Learn  More 

I  provide  sellers  a  comparative  analysis  for  their  home  and  a 
detailed  marketing  plan.  And  my  Web  site  has  many  resources  for 
both  buyers  and  sellers,  at  no  cost  or  obligation: 

■  Unique,  powerful  mortgage  qualification,  calculation,  and 
comparison  tools 

ffi  Tips,  how-to  guides,  and  resources 

*  Easy  access  to  the  latest  listings 

*  Automated  notification  so  you  are  alerted  instantly  when  an 
appropriate  property  is  available 


J* 


Education 

Foundation 


To  help  local  teachers,  I  donate 
$100  of  each  transaction  to  the 


acknowledging outstanoing teachers  Education  Foundation 

Galen  Gruman 

Honesty  ■  Commitment  a  Service 

Working  For  You 

www.GrumanFHomes.com 

email  galen@grumanhomes.com 
office  (415)  647-0996  »  cell  (415)  867-7389 
office  2241  Market  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


(Sfr  Prudential 


California  Realty 
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Kettle  Foods 

Potato  Chips 

all  flavors 
5  oz.  -reg  2.39 


Health  Valley 

Cookie  Cremes 

12  oz.  -reg  3.99 


2  for  $3  2  for  $5 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 
Gallons 

128  oz.  -reg  5.99 

$5.49 


Buttermilk _ 

32  oz. -reg  1.09 


Half  &  Half 

32  oz.  -reg  1.95 

NEW!  4,75 

Organic  Brozon  Eggs/ 

Cage-Free 
dozen  -reg  3.99 


Omega  Foods 

Wild  Seafood  Burgers 

12.8  oz.  -reg  5.99 

$3.99 

BEN&JERRY’S. 

VERMONT'S  FINEST*  ICE  CREAM  <5P  FROZEN  YOSURT. 

Ben  &  Jerry's 

Vermont  Ice 

2  for  $5 

16  oz.  -reg  3.79 


Annie's  Homegrown 

Family  Size 
Shells  &  Cheddar 

12  oz.  -reg  2.79  ^  M  JL  — ■ 

3  for  $6 


Capricorn  Coffee  9 

Fair  Trade  Dark  f 
French  Coffee 

O 


Bulk  -reg  8.49  lb. 


'jrjfe 

m- 


$6.99  lb. 


For  Goodness  §ake 

Muir  Glen  R.W.  Knudsen 

Organic  Pasta  Organic  Juices 
Sauce 


all  varieties 
25  oz.  -reg  3.79 


$3.49 


Lundberg  Farms 

Organic  Rice  Varietals 

selected  flavors 

32  oz. -reg  3.99  ^  J 


2  for  $5 


selected  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg  3.49  +CRV 

2  for  $5 


Recharge  Sport 


Sale  Prices  effective 
February  2  -  22,  2004 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

■ 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  ! 

Monday  *  Saturday 
8:00am  -  9:00pm 
Sundays 

8:00  am  •  8:00pm 


We  Accept 

A  TM  Cards  , _ 

Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Food  Stamps  &  EBT 


ATM 


Imagine  Foods 

Y  '  Organic  Garden 

\  imgim  Vegetable  Soups 

{■H9HE9  all  flavors  ■ 

/  32  oz.  -reg  3.29  O  m  CC 

/)  Z  lOi  yO 


Beverages 

32  oz.  -reg  2.19  +CRV 


3  for  $4 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


ve^en  rontfee 

CREATE  YOUR  OWN  TR^IJTON 


MaggieMfidd 

CREATE  YOUR  OWN  TRADITION 

415*641*5291 

903  Cortland  Ave  @  Gates 
Bernal  Heights 
info@maggiemudd.com 
www.  maggiemudd  .com 


j 


"Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there.  ® 


STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME.OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 
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WE’RE  ALL  ABOUT  NEIGHBORHOODS 


YOURS 


REAL  ESTATE 


4040  24th  Street  •  Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707  •  www.zephyrsf.com 


2 1 5  West  Portal  Ave.  •  4 1 5.73  1 .5000  4200  1 7th  St.  •  4 1 5.552.9500  3 1 8  Brannan  St.  •  4 1 5.905.0250 


THE  LAST  PAGE 
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Family  Doctor 

B  Y  M  A.R  IE  ETIENNE  <$> 


I’d  never  seen  Dr.  Guree’s  house  in  daylight,  never 
ventured  up  the  sidewalk  as  1  was  doing  today, 
holding  the  estate  sale  notice  in  my  hand.  I  felt 
guilty,  as  if  I  were  about  to  do  something  illicit.  Like 
snooping  through  a  neighbor’s  closets  while  they  were 
away.  My  memories  of  our  doctor’s  stately  house  in 
Louisiana  were  born  in  the  backseat  of  my  father’s  El¬ 
dorado.  Along  with  my  brothers  and  sisters,  I’d  press 
my  face  against  the  chilly  glass  and  stare  in  awe  at  the 
Christmas  decorations.  Now,  a  year  after  Jack  Guree’s 
death,  I  wanted  a  peek  inside  his  real  life.  After  all,  he 
had  seen  ours. 

“Come  in,  little  lady,”  said  the  estate  sale  manager 
sitting  in  the  foyer.  Taking  a  price  list,  I  entered  the 
study,  a  room  painted  a  cool,  slate  blue.  Shelves  of 
porcelain  figurines  filled  the  wall  behind  his  desk.  A 
saleslady  stood  nearby. 

“These  are  pretty.  What  are  they?”  I  asked,  reaching 
for  one  depicting  a  little  girl  holding  a  picnic  basket. 

“Careful.  They’re  Hummels.  They’re  extremely 
valuable.”  Her  squinty  eyes  followed  my  hand  as  I  re¬ 
turned  the  girl  to  the  shelf. 

“Did  you  know  Jack  Guree?”  the  saleslady  asked 
me. 

“Our  family  doctor,”  I  answered,  wondering  why  a 
man,  single  and  childless,  would  collect  all  these  fig¬ 
urines.  They  did  look  sweet  and  idyllic.  Unlike  some 
of  his  real  patients. 

I  smiled  to  myself,  thinking  how  every  fall  my 
mother  would  haul  us  six  kids  into  Dr.  Guree’s  office 
for  our  vaccinations.  One  summer,  she  had  forgotten 
to  make  an  appointment.  For  days  I  waited  for  her  to 
announce  we  were  going  to  see  Dr.  Guree.  Then  school 
supplies  were  purchased.  Still  no  shots.  I  panicked.  I 
imagined  diseases  lurking  to  infect  me.  When  I  could¬ 
n’t  stand  it  any  longer,  I  approached  the  stove  and  said, 
“Momma,  you  haven’t  taken  us  for  our  vaccinations.” 

A  room  full  of  angry  eyes  shot  my  way.  A  chorus  of 
whiny  protests,  “No,  I  don’t  want  to  go  see  Dr.  Guree” 
bounced  off  the  paneled  walls.  My  2-year-old  brother, 
Nickey,  cried,  “No  vacation.  I  don’t  want  vacation.” 

The  next  afternoon.  Dr.  Guree’s  receptionist,  a 
woman  with  a  red  beehive  hairdo,  led  us  into  the  ex¬ 
amination  room.  As  we  waited  for  the  doctor,  my 
mother  puffed  away  on  her  cigarette,  flicking  ashes 
into  the  sink,  checking  her  watch  every  few  seconds. 
Happy  hour  couldn’t  come  soon  enough. 

The  door  opened  and  Dr.  Guree  shuffled  in  wheez¬ 
ing.  Even  without  a  tray  full  of  syringes,  he  frightened 
me.  A  huge  hump  protruded  from  the  back  of  his 
white  jacket.  His  bumpy,  red  face  looked  like  ground 
chuck.  We  all  whimpered.  Momma  sighed.  “Girls,”  he 
said,  “no  need  to  scare  your  little  brother.” 

He  sounded  like  a  monster  with  his  loud,  asthmatic 
breathing.  I  stared  at  his  bulbous  nose.  It  sprouted 
sharp,  wiry  hairs.  The  black  hair  seemed  to  travel  up 
under  his  skin,  sprouting  again  like  rampant  weeds 
above  his  eyes  and  out  his  ears. 

As  Dr.  Guree  turned  toward  me,  I  shrieked  “No!” 
and  ran  out  of  the  room  into  the  hg.ll.  The  screams  of 
my  sisters  followed  in  my  wake,  their  loafers  slapping 
the  linoleum  as  they  too  looked  for  a  closet  to  hide  in. 
My  mother  cornered  me  by  the  bathroom,  and  her 
scowl  told  me  that  I’d  have  a  sore  butt  later,  to  go  with 
my  sore  arm. 

After  we  were  dragged  back  and  given  our  shots,  I 
watched  as  Dr.  Guree  swabbed  my  little  brother’s  arm. 
When  Nickey  savy  the  needle,  his  face  turned  white  as 
ice  crystals,  his  eyes  rolled,  and  he  fell  off  the  metal 


The  door  opened  and  Dr.  Guree  shuffled 
in  wheezing.  Even  without  a  tray  full  of 
syringes,  he  frightened  me.  A  huge  hump 
protruded  from  the  back  of  his  white 
jacket.  His  bumpy,  red  face  looked  like 
ground  chuck.  We  all  whimpered. 
Momma  sighed.  “Girls,  ”  he  said,  “no  need 
to  scare  your  little  brother.  ” 

table  with  a  loud  thud.  Luckily  he  didn’t  hurt  himself. 

Now,  laughing  to  myself,  I  imagined  Dr.  Guree 
trudging  home  from  work,  pouring  a  tall  glass  of  bour¬ 
bon  like  my  father,  and  plopping  down  at  his  desk  to 
admire  his  Hummels,  his  perfect,  porcelain  children. 

Adjacent  to  Guree’s  study  was  the  den.  Four  antique 
wall  clocks  stood  around  a  billiard  table.  I  wondered  if 
my  father  and  Dr.  Guree  had  ever  played  together. 
They  were  friends  from  college.  Dr.  Guree  often  called 
on  my  parents  socially,  drinking  either  Sanka  or  Jim 
Beam,  depending  on  whether  or  not  he  carried  his 
pager.  The  nights  he  toted  in  his  brown  alligator  bag, 
he  and  Daddy  dispensed  with  their  usual  handshake. 
We’d  hear  the  doctor’s  raspy  voice  as  he  asked,  “Where 
is  she?”  She  would  be  my  mother,  shut  up  in  some 
room,  crying  to  a  Glen  Campbell  album  or  ranting  at 
the  Little  Blue  Boy  painting  she  loved. 

One  evening  Momma  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs. 
My  father  had  pushed  her.  We  hid  on  the  top  landing 
and  listened  to  Dr.  Guree’s  voice  below.  “Shhh  now, 
Esther.  That  must  have  been  some  nasty  fall.  Let’s  get 
you  into  bed.  Got  something  to  help  you  sleep.”  He 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


leaned  over  and  she  looked  into  his  face,  right  at  that 
squiggly  river  of  veins  meandering  from  his  huge  nose 
to  the  cratered  landscape  of  his  cheeks. 

Pressed  against  the  banister  a  safe  distance  away,  we 
gasped  at  Momma’s  reply,  “I  wish  you  would  take  me 
away  from  here.  I  could  marry  you.” 

Throughout  my  childhood,  Dr.  Guree  was  the 
self-appointed  ambassador  of  Christmas  with 
all  his  lawn  decorations.  Creating  an  ideal, 
magical  world  was  how  he,  otherwise  shy,  had  reached 
out  to  his  neighbors.  Now,  standing  under  the  hum¬ 
ming  florescent  lights  of  his  attic,  I  found  the  Three 
Wise  Men  that  had  knelt  under  his  huge  oak  tree  year 
after  year.  Up  close,  they  looked  like  embalmed  Mardi 


Gras  kings  in  matted,  fur-trimmed  mantles.  I  turned 
and  saw  Santa  and  Rudolph  huddled  dejectedly  under 
a  dormer.  Sitting  in  a  corner  was  a  box  labeled  “Na¬ 
tivity  Baby  Jesus.”  I  could  almost  hear  my  father’s 
slurred  laughter  after  telling  Momma  how  Jack  Guree 
had  called  to  say  that  another  goddamn  baby  Jesus  had 
been  swiped.  I  considered  for  a  moment  grabbing  the 
box  to  take  back  to  California  with  me,  but  it  didn’t 
feel  right.  What  would  I  do  with  the  plastic  doll? 

The  last  time  I  saw  Dr.  Guree  was  my  freshman 
year  of  college,  22  years  ago.  I  had  missed  an  im¬ 
portant  assignment  after  drinking  all  night  and 
snorting  cocaine  with  some  waiters  from  the  restaurant 
where  I  worked.  I  thought  that  Guree  might  give  me 
a  doctor’s  excuse,  extending  the  same  courteous  collu¬ 
sion  he’d  so  often  shared  with  my  parents.  I  found  my¬ 
self  standing  at  the  sign-in  window,  looking  into  the 
impatient  eyes  of  the  same  red-headed  receptionist. 

I  pleaded,  “But  I’ve  just  got  to  have  a  note  from  Dr. 
Guree.” 

“Sorry,  Ms.  Etienne.  As  you  can  see  by  the  sign, 
we’re  not  open  on  Mondays.  The  doctor  can’t  write  an 
excuse  if  he  didn’t  actually  see  you  yesterday.” 

“But  that’s  the  point,”  I  stammered,  trying  to  piece 
together  an  argument.  “I  came  by.  If  the  office  had 
been  open,  surely  he  would  have  seen  me.  It’s  not  my 
fault  he’s  closed  on  Monday.” 

The  nurse  stared  at  me  and  blinked.  She  looked 
tired,  as  if  she  no  longer  had  the  strength  to  argue.  I 
swallowed  hard,  praying  my  logic  had  stumped  her. 
“Please  just  tell  him  I’ll  flunk  my  class  unless  he  gives 
me  a  note.  If  he  says  no,  I’ll  go  away.” 

“Wait  here.”  The  glass  door  shook  as  it  banged 
closed. 

Feeling  idiotic,  I  stood  with  my  back  to  the  other 
patients  in  the  waiting  room.  When  the  receptionist 
returned,  she  handed  me  a  folded  piece  of  paper.  I 
looked  at  her  narrowed  eyes,  which  seemed  to  say, 
“Good  luck!  You’ll  need  it.”  Feeling  both  relieved  and 
victorious,  I  hurried  out  and  opened  the  note.  Scrib¬ 
bled  were  the  words  “Marie  Etienne  has  been  under 
my  care.  Please  excuse  her  absence  from  class  on  Mon¬ 
day.”  Signed,  Dr.  J.  Guree. 

Before  arriving  at  the  estate  sale,  I  had  planned 
to  buy  a  little  keepsake,  maybe  an  ornament, 
some  remepibrance  of  Dr.  Guree.  Now,  upon 
closer  inspection,  the  decorations  and  figurines  seemed 
tacky  and  meaningless. 

It  occurred  to  me,  as  I  returned  to  the  foyer  and  set 
down  the  price  list,  that  Dr.  Guree  hadn’t  come  to  the 
lobby  that  day  and  asked  how  I  was  feeling.  But  care¬ 
ful  examination  had  never  been  his  forte. 

“Didn’t  find  anything,  darlin’?”  asked  the  estate  sale 
manager  as  I  opened  the  elegantly  carved  front  door. 
No,”  I  replied.  “There’s  nothing  I  really  need.” 


About  the  Author 

Marie  Etienne,  41,  is  the  author  of  a  memoir,  Storkbites,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Creative  Arts  Books  in  August  of  2003.  After  the 
deaths  of  her  parents,  Etienne  began  writing  about  her  child¬ 
hood  in  Louisiana.  Her  family  was  large  and  wealthy,  but 
plagued  by  murder,  suicide,  insanity,  and  alcoholism.  Still,  Eti¬ 
enne  managed  to  survive  with  her  wits  intact.  Today,  she  lives 
in  Walnut  Creek  with  her  two  sons.  Recently,  she  started  her 
own  publishing  company,  Alluvium  Books.  Her  ambitions  in¬ 
clude  gening  a  PhD,  writing  a  novel,  and  finishing  above  seventh 
place  in  a  National  Masters  springboard  diving  competition. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  publication  on  The  Last  Page.  Mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


